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ABSTRACT 


TRAINING CHILDREN IN A UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
TO HEAR FROM GOD AND TO 
MINISTER TO ADULTS 


by 

Louis F. Davis 

United Theological Seminary, 2016 


Mentor 

Frank Billman, DMin 


Can children, if given a space for training and encouragement, begin to hear from God 
and minister to the adults in the local church? At Pomona United Methodist Church, a 
six-week training class was offered to a group of ten and eleven year olds. Near the end 
of this class, these children spent three weeks at the altar offering prayers to those who 
came forth during the altar call. The children heard God and grew in confidence as they 
heard testimony of the power of their prayers. As a result, children experienced God in a 
different way than ever before. 
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INTRODUCTION 


“Children are meant to be seen and not heard.” Maybe, this statement has been 
said about you at some point in your life. Maybe, a statement such as this causes anger to 
rise up in you. If it does, please know that you are not alone. It is time for children to be 
seen and heard. As a child, one may not understand everything. Adults seldom do as well. 
However, if a child is taught, encouraged, and allowed the possibility of God speaking to 
them, great and wonderful things will occur. If you do agree with the statement at the 
beginning, maybe this project will inspire you to be open to the fact that the Holy Spirit 
can and very often does, use children in a Supernatural way for the glory and honor of 
God. The unfortunate attitude that children do not have anything to offer is a sad attitude 
that has occurred and has continued to grow in the world. What makes this worse is this 
way of thinking has even entered the church. The idea of the worth that children can 
contribute to the greater good and specifically to the worship experience continues to be a 
source of debate in the church and outside of the church. 

Take a moment and examine how a typical worship service deals with children, 
especially in the United Methodist Churches that I have been a part of growing up. In 
some of these churches, there was a “Children’s Time” where we would go up front, 
someone would talk for a few minutes, sometimes we would get candy, and then go back 
to our seats. It was such a cute time for the members of the church to see the children up 
front. Most of the time, there would be something funny said by one of the children and 
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the whole church would burst out in laughter. Please do not get the wrong idea here. I 
was very blessed by each local church that our family attended. These experiences were 
very much looked forward to and would not be traded for anything. Countless men and 
women poured their energy into the lessons that they presented and made an unbelievably 
large impact on many lives. Their sacrifices and the sacrifice of many others throughout 
the years should be something worth celebrating. The point this project makes is that 
there is more. There is more to children’s ministry. There is more to our understanding of 
the Holy Spirit and how the Holy Spirit moves in our lives and the lives of all people. 
There is more that the children can contribute if we would only take the time to listen. 

If most churchgoers were asked, “Do you want children in the church?” it is safe 
to presume that the answer would be a resounding “yes!” The reality seems to be that 
churches want to have children present because it is a sign of health. In other words, it 
reflects well on the adults. Children have come to a status symbol, but there is not enough 
freedom going to support the children during worship. Good church people want children, 
but they want to corral, control, and keep them quiet. They will be allowed to come for 
children’s time, but then expected to go back to their seats and not allowed to make a 
sound, share their opinion, or have a place in worship. 

There are some denominations within the Church that have seen this problem and 
are working on turning this around. However, that is not the case in every local church. If 
the children of a local church in the United Methodist Church were taught concerning the 
movement of the Holy Spirit and that the children can hear from God and use what they 
hear in the prayer ministry of the church, then the children would understand that God 
can and does speak to them and that they can be used by God in supernatural ways. What 
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a wonderful thought, children hearing from God and praying for the people of God to be 
healed, delivered, and strengthened by God. Allow yourself to just think about it; in the 
worship service where children would be allowed to participate in the prayer ministry and 
the entire worship experience, there would be more healings, deliverances, and 
outpourings through the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Through the foundational chapters of this project and how this project was 
implemented, one will see the great power of Holy Spirit being shown through the 
children that participated. Through a six-week study, the children learned about hearing 
God and gained more confidence in acting on what they are hearing. In fact, one of the 
expected results from the very start of this project was that the children will learn to hear 
God and to be encouraged to minister to the adults from what they hear. In a supernatural 
sense, they will begin to say things they have never said before and begin to act in a way 
they have never acted before. They also began to see that God loves them and that they 
can do amazing things for God in the local church and at home. There are some people 
who begin to operate in the power of the Holy Spirit after a conversion or some powerful 
experience. The children will not wait until someday later to operate in the Holy Spirit; 
they will begin to hear, act, and then continue to grow. 



CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 

Introduction 

The context I am blessed to be a part of is the Pomona United Methodist Church, 
which is a community of children of God in Crossville, Tennessee. I am the first full-time, 
ordained elder appointed to be serving them. Some in the congregation are Crossville 
natives, while others have moved here from other areas of the country. These individuals 
from varied life experiences come together and form the congregation. Those who have 
been a part of this community and church for a long time or even just recently, have a 
deep faithfulness to the history of Crossville and Cumberland County. They continue to 
be instrumental in keeping the church vital for the Kingdom of God. 

Context 

What is so sad to see is when in some churches, more concern is placed on the 
building than on the people. Some would rather see the same old thing happen because 
that is the way it has always been done, rather than seeing people come to know Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior. This is certainly not the case here at Pomona. The people 
appreciate and value having a building in which ministry can take place which they love, 
but they do not let that love trump God’s love and what God wants done here in this 
community. 
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The city of Crossville is in Cumberland County Tennessee, which rests on top of 
the Cumberland Plateau. According to Missioninsite, Cumberland County has 57,751 
people living in the county. This is a great area to live. It is not too big, but also has 
enough things around to keep people here. It is estimated that by the year 2025, there will 
be 64,213 people living here in this county, which represents a 5.49% population increase. 
About 9% of the population of Cumberland County is ages five to thirteen. The average 
household income is $49,264. Looking through the information from Missioninsite, 

17.5% of the population is considered to have no religious preference. This is an increase 
of 1.7% over the last ten years. 1 

In March 1884, this church was organized as Benedict Memorial Church, 
financed by the estate of Marissa Benedict Peeke. Ms. Peeke and some family are buried 
on the church grounds. The property was donated by H. B. Lindsey and dedicated to the 
trustees of the Benedict Memorial Church. In 1919, the property was transferred to the 
Methodist Church. For a year or two, many ministers preached as visiting pastors 
preaching once or twice monthly. Benjamin Dodge, a minister who was instrumental in 
founding Pleasant Hill Academy was spoken of as the first Pastor. H. E. Partridge 
became a leader after a period of changing ministers or no minister. He was soon called 
to preach and served the congregation for several years. Over the course of many years, 
the church developed and grew with the leadership of many ministers and the efforts of 
people in the community. After a revival in 1919, it is noted that there were 
approximately 100 people attending Sunday School Class. Since the church was only 24’ 

1 The Tennessee Conference provided a tool for all the churches with in the bounds of the 
conference to use as a way to get to know even more the surrounding area. Missioninsite is a program that 
was purchased and is password protected. The website is www.missioninsite.com. The sources they have 
used to gather information are US Census Bureau, Synergos Technologies Inc., Experian, and 
Decisionlnsite/Missionlnsite Accessed December 15, 2015. 
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by 36’, it became apparent that more space was needed. Plans were made to add three 
Sunday school rooms adding 700 square feet. This addition seemed to take care of the 
needs of the church for the next 40 years. In January 1965, the church burned and the 
building was a complete loss. In 1967, the new building was completed. Mr. Donnie 
Farris had drawn the architectural plans according to ideas that had been formed by 
members visiting different churches. The plaque denoting Pomona United Methodist 
Church 1884 had been saved from the fire and was hung over the door of the new 
building. In June 1999, property was purchased at auction and PUMC acquired the 
acreage and house that adjoined the existing grounds. A new fellowship hall (gym), out¬ 
door pavilion, new kitchen, and baptistery were added as needed with a growing 
congregation. A beautiful new sanctuary was completed in the spring of 2007. The 
facilities were built through the faith and love of the people. Church and community 
members provided much of the labor for over a hundred years. The new sanctuary was 
paid off in 2009 by a donation from one who was touched by the outreach of Pomona 
United Methodist Church. The note was burned and the sanctuary was dedicated on 
December 6, 2009. 2 Currently, the church has an average worship of about 150. Youth 
and children ranging from birth to eighteen years of age constitute about 35% of the 
average worship. Not too long ago, there was an audit done of the church membership list 
and it was realized that there are 527 members. 

After much prayer and discernment, the church felt in 2014 that it was time to 
support a full-time pastor. This was a major step of faith for the people of Pomona. At 
first, people wondered where the money would come from. Even in the midst of the 

2 This information was gathered by several conversations with members of Pomona. It is now on 
the church’s website, www.pomonaumc.org 
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questions, they never stopped praying. It is because of their faith and the workings of 
God that my family and I are here. What a blessing it is to be a part of a praying church. I 
believe with my whole heart God knew this gathered body would be more receptive to 
what God had in mind for this project. Even though PUMC is a Holy Spirit filled church, 
they have not had any formal altar ministry training. People will come and pray for others, 
but there has not been an actual prayer team. Even though a project l ik e this will stretch 
everyone involved, the children be blessed as they hear God and pray for the adults, but 
also the entire church will be blessed. 

Ministry Journey 

It is still amazing to think that God has called me to the great work of pastoral 
ministry. Through our baptism, each of us has a calling, but to think God sees something 
in me that is needed for the building up of the Kingdom, is truly humbling. God has 
blessed me in a way that I am able to connect on some level with most everyone I meet. I 
enjoy meeting new people and opportunities to meet with friends. Through these 
friendships, Jesus can be shared. When people see that one cares for them, they are in a 
better position to hear the Gospel message of grace. They will begin to know that God 
loves them. 

I am thankful God places me in situations and give me experiences that have 
changed my heart to honor God. As I pray to help others see the love God has for them 
through Jesus Christ, I am able to see for myself the great and wonderful works of our 
loving God. My faith is growing as I come to a better understanding that God wants the 
absolute best for everyone. There have been times when my wife and I identified a need 
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we had to each other and the Lord eventually met our need. How incredibly astonished 
we were that it usually occurred through someone not even aware of our need. My wife 
asked why things like that happen for us. I told her it was a blessing. I added that a 
blessing is something unexpected and not deserved and so it is with grace. Our family has 
been blessed in so many surprising ways. With each blessing, my faith is strengthening. 
My faith in the supernatural power of God is becoming stronger and my desire is for 
others to be blessed as well. It is becoming easier for me to trust God with all that I have 
so that I can share with others the fact that we can trust God with our money, our time, 
and our lives. 

I have been in the church all of my life. As my brother and I were growing up, my 
parents made sure that we all worshipped together. Church was a cornerstone of our 
family. Thinking back, there were only a handful of times that we missed church because 
we wanted to miss church. If when the church we attended cancelled for the weather, we 
would try to find a church that was open so that we could worship together. The church 
that we were a part of was a growing church. We had seen the church take on a building 
project and the awesome responsibilities of adding new Sunday school classes and other 
small group opportunities. It was through this involvement that our family saw and 
recognized that grace that was freely given to us through Jesus Christ. Looking back, 
would I be where I am without the importance Mom and Dad placed on church and our 
involvement in the church? It was through the foundations that Mom and Dad laid down 
that encouraged and nurtured the person that God has created in me. It is hard to imagine 
these foundations being any different than they were. Thanks be to God! 
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Throughout my life, God seemed to have a way of giving me friends from 
different walks of life. Although I was shy, it was not hard to make friends with people 
who had different interests. Some were close while others were not. Some were with me 
from first grade up until graduation; some came later. For an example, there was one boy 
who was new in the third grade. He was so tall and looked funny to the rest of us. There 
was something about him though that made me want to befriend him. By the sixth grade, 
the two of us were the two tallest kids in the entire elementary school and we were the 
best of friends. 

God knew the friends that were needed at a very important step in my life. In 
1991, we were at our church’s New Year’s Eve party. What this meant for us kids was 
that we played the entire night until the preacher “ruined everything” when he called 
everyone together for worship. For some reason, my friends and I sat on the very first 
pew. We sang a few songs and then the pastor asked if there were any people who wanted 
to share what God had done in their life that past year. Several stood to speak how God 
had blessed them and then I felt something on my sleeve. It was my good friend who 
stood up, and then said something. While I do not remember what he said, I did tell him 
what he said was amazing. I also made the comment that I wished I could stand up and 
share something. (I wasn’t sure what that would be). He looked at me while someone else 
was talking and said, "You can stand up and speak your heart, if you allow God to use 
you and give you strength." By the end of the worship time, the pastor asked if there was 
one more person willing to share. What happened next was a miracle. I stood up and 
started to talk in front of everyone. I talked about how Mom hurt her arm earlier in the 
year and that some women laid their hands on her and God healed her. At the precise 
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moment of sitting, something had started within me. Within four days of the New Year, I 


had asked so many questions about Jesus and my need for him, that after talking with me, 
Mom and Dad called our pastor. He was over to the house and after a great discussion 
with me; he asked if I wanted to ask Jesus into my heart. Before I did so, he invited my 
parents into the room and witnessed what was taking place in me. Being the grandson of 
a pastor, being in church just about every Sunday, and being an okay person, I thought 
everything was fine. I did not understand until this moment that I had to accept Jesus for 
myself. Instead of making fun of me, my closest of friends were proud! 

At the age of fifteen, again a feeling that was not completely understood at first 
was being felt again. I was walking through the hall of the school and just had a feeling 
that I was supposed to be doing something that I was not. Friends of mine could tell a 
difference in the way I was acting. One of my friends asked a certain day, “Hey Louis, 
what's going on with you lately?” All of a sudden, words came out of my mouth that I 
thought I would never say. I told that friend, ”1 think God is calling me into the ministry.” 
That night just so happened to be the last night of a revival at our church. Again, I do not 
remember what the visiting preacher said, but at the invitation, I found myself up at the 
altar. My pastor knelt down to pray with me and asked what I wanted to pray about. Like 
earlier in the day, those words came out of my mouth. “I think God wants me to accept 
the call into the ministry.” The next words out of my pastor's mouth have continued to 
make me think all these years later. He asked, "Well Louis, what kind of ministry?" What 
type of ministry? What was he talking about? I thought that there was only one type of 
ministry. Being put on the spot, I said that I thought it was music ministry because of the 
fact that I was in the band and choir in high school. It was not until a few months later 
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when my grandpa preached the final sermon of his second retirement that I realized what 
God was wanting for me. From that time on, I have thought that God was talking to 
someone behind me. How could God call a shy person from wishing to be in the 
background to speak the word of God? This is a question that the devil has constantly 
thrown in my face. It is something that to this day, I need to be freed from. 

Many of my friends struggled with things like, where to go to college, what to 
study, and what to do with the rest of their lives. I knew all of that for myself. There was 
really no other track for me to take. Martin Methodist College offered a Bachelor of Arts 
in Church Vocations with an emphasis in Pre-Seminary. I thought that they made this 
degree just for me because I knew what I was going to do and so this was the right choice 
for me. This was the expectation that was laid upon me. By this point, there was no 
escaping it, even if I wanted to do so. Attending college, I was presented for the first time 
in my life thoughts and opinions that were different from my own and different than I 
have ever heard. Not only did I hear these thoughts, but also many times I had to respond 
in some way. There were courses that I took that have truly been helpful, as I have 
continued in ministry. I was not a good student, meaning I never was that smart, but 
something in me, more than requirements, made me love to learn. This has continued all 
through life. 

When my time in college was coming to the end, I once again found myself 
already knowing where I was going to seminary and what it was I was going to be doing. 
By the start of my senior year, I had visited the seminary I had wanted to go to so many 
times; I was on a first name basis with several staff and faculty members. I was ready to 
receive a scholarship and was promised that by the time of my last year there, I would 
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also be receiving a stipend. It all looked so good and felt good. The seminary was close to 
where I lived and it was close to where I grew up. The plan was for us to stay in the 
appointment we were at and for me to travel back and forth. This was a great plan until 
about a month before I was to graduate from Martin Methodist College. A few weeks 
before the call, I see now that God was preparing me for something. A very trusted 
member of the campus community and the Tennessee Annual Conference was visiting 
school. I was able to eat lunch close to him and we started a conversation. In the midst of 
that conversation, he made the comment, “Louis, if I were you, I would go to a seminary 
that is out of this conference.” He went on to talk about how the experience would be 
great for me and that I would gain so much from it. The first time I ever lived away from 
home was when my parents dropped me off that first day of college. I knew I did not 
want to go anywhere else to seminary, besides, I had it all planned out, and it was 
working very well. 

About a month before graduation, I received a telephone call from the admission 
director and she informed me that I was not accepted for the fall term. I cannot even 
remember the reason given, but she told me that I could wait a year or two before starting 
seminary. It seems a lot of people do that and she thought I would benefit from the time 
off from school. The feeling that was within me was hopelessness. I could not imagine 
what I was going to do at this point. The churches were doing well and Mari and I were 
happy where we were at, so I considered taking a year or two off, allowing Mari to finish 
her degree and then go to seminary. However, things were to be different than we thought. 

I started at United Theological Seminary in the fall of 2001. The first official day 
of class started with the events of September 11, 2001. The campus community as well as 
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the entire country was in shock. There was a woman in our group whose husband was in 
New York and so we tried to surround and encourage her. The whole school, like the 
country, seemed to come together. It is awful to say, but it was a great way to start my 
seminary education. Just as God has done at every other moment in life, I was right 
where I needed to be at the right moment I needed to be there. Seminary was tough. I 
heard more ideas that challenged what I always thought. There were friends who did not 
believe as I believed. Conversations were always taking place over some matter 
discussed in class. Instead of speaking up and having my voice heard, for some reason I 
retreated. I never was one to speak up in class or even a small group. This was what just 
about every professor commented on in their evaluation of me at the end of each class. I 
am not sure why I never spoke up, but I do remember feeling unprepared to discuss why I 
thought the way I thought. I felt that if I were challenged in some way, I would just end 
up making a fool of myself. Therefore, I allowed others to make a fool of me. I was 
dragged into many debates without ever speaking a word. My friends and the professors 
just assumed what my position was because I would not speak up. Professors, mentors, 
friends, and colleagues tried to help me through this because they felt I would benefit 
from speaking up more. In fact, one said, “Louis, you need to practice saying what you 
believe because when you come to your interviews, you will need all the help you can 
get.” By the end of my time in seminary, I felt as if I was doing better, but l ik e the good 
professors they were, they all wanted me to do more. I have never considered myself a 
great student. I sure did love to learn. I felt my time at UTS was very instrumental to who 
I am today in ministry. The things that I did learn in and out of the classroom, the 
situations I faced a school and in ministry, and the fact that I took my friend’s advice and 
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moved away to seminary, all contributed to who I am today. I can look back now and see 
how God was leading every step of the way. 

It is hard for me to consider myself a professional. It is something that has not 
received a lot attention. After receiving and accepting the call into the ministry. Dad 
made a comment that has stuck with me. He said, “I never really knew what you would 
be when you grew up, but when you said you wanted to be a preacher, then it all made 
sense.” Thinking back, I cannot even pretend what I wanted to be when I got older. Being 
in ministry is what I was created for. I believe that more than ever, even though things 
have happened to me that made me think different. In all honesty, I still let these 
experiences cause me to doubt. After accepting the call into the ministry, everything just 
seemed to fall into place. By this time, I had taught Sunday school, assisted in leading the 
youth group, and also helped the pastor when called upon. I was quickly placed on a “call 
list” for area pastors to call when they needed to be out of the pulpit. Those times of 
preaching were very scary, but deeply rewarding. Our whole family would go and 
sometimes double the attendance of the congregation that we were visiting. My family 
would hear the same sermon as I made the rounds. 

One time as I struggled with the call into being a pastor, I had an extremely part 
time job that I only wanted to work Friday and Saturday nights. It is still a source of a 
joke or two, but after a month, I was struggling. I was not struggling with having to go to 
work, but I was struggling with the call I know God had placed on my heart. I went into 
work one day, not having preached for several weeks, and I saw so many people sitting 
there hoping to get a job. I just prayed, “God, if you want me to preach, then please let 
me.” For some reason, instead of getting ready for work, I went to the back and said I 
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wanted to quit. When I got home, Mom said that I had three messages from different 
pastors wanting me to fill in for them. I took this as an answer from God. Knowing just 
about everyone in our annual conference. Grandpa took me around and introduced me to 
everyone he knew. I got in the process of becoming a licensed local pastor, but had to 
wait until I graduated high school. I became licensed in June of 1998 and then went to 
Martin Methodist College. After being in school for a week, my District Superintendent, 
who had his office on campus, called me and asked if I would come and see him. He just 
wanted to check in on me. Finally, he asked if I would be able to fill in at a church for a 
while. I really wanted to do that, but I said I think I should wait until I can get used to the 
college life. He of course agreed and said for me to stop in anytime I wanted. It only took 
a month and a half and I was being asked back in to the office of the District 
Superintendent. There were no questions if I would take a church; I was told that I would 
be helping at a church every other Sunday. This was before I was licensed to preach, 
which came eight months later. 

That first Sunday, I walked in and greeted everyone and before the service got 
started, I sat down near the front. Someone came over to me and asked if I was going to 
lead the worship. I quickly got up there, but I had no idea what to do. I remember saying 
“Good Morning,” but much past that is a blur. I praise God for this experience and for the 
good people at this church who helped me in so many ways. They tried so hard to instill 
in me the confidence of being called by God for this task of being a pastor. 

After being licensed, before the start of my sophomore year, I was sent to two, 
extremely small country churches about an hour or so from the campus. This was again, a 
building year as I was the sole pastor, led worship, conducted my first funeral, and tried 
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to relate to the people. How could a nineteen year old tell anything to these people who 
have worked the land and lived their entire lives right in this area? Even though this 
question was present, ministry still happened. I still very much loved the people and 
again, I felt the love they had for their pastor. They overlooked a lot I did and helped me 
with issues in and out of the church. 

From there, I was appointed to three churches and forty-five minutes away from 
the campus going a completely different direction. Mari started going with me to worship 
or at least meeting me for worship more. In fact, this was the appointment I was serving 
when Mari and I married. It was there that I helped plan two different community 
gatherings and several more funerals. I began to realize the gift of pastoral care that God 
had given me the more I conducted funerals. Some of my friends were doing weddings 
and said they hated to do a funeral. I began to say I really loved to do funerals because it 
gave me a chance to point to the fact that God is always with us even in our darkest 
moments. I was also able to just be with the people and to help them to understand that 
they are very much loved by God. 

Just l ik e with many great friends in each part of my life, God has blessed me with 
great people to be in service too and to be in service with. Not long after we were married, 
Mari and I found out that we were moving to another charge. This really broke our hearts 
because we did not want to leave to people who cared for us and helped us so much as we 
began our lives together. God certainly had our best interests at heart though as we 
moved for the first time in our married life. We moved to yet another three church charge. 
This was the first time I had three worship services every Sunday. This was also the first 
time for us to live in a parsonage that was just down from the largest of the three 
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churches. Each church was very supportive in their own way. It was also at this 
appointment that I experienced my first confrontation with a church member. It truly was 
an emotional time because I did not want to fight with anyone. It was over something the 
District Superintendent had said and we heard it differently. We were trying to plan a 
dedication service for an addition at one of the churches and there was a disagreement. 
Sunday morning, before the service, I called the church member and asked for his 
forgiveness. I did not think I was wrong, but I did not want there to be negative feelings 
lurking as we went into this special day. Everything turned out beautiful, but I did learn 
that if I would just swallow my pride and take the blame, conflicts would go better. This 
has been the way it has been since then. 

When the news was out that I was not getting into the seminary I wanted and that 
I would be moving to attend another school, there was some more opportunity for 
learning. Mari and I were once again feeling that feeling of hurt because we were leaving 
people that we have come to know and love, yet again wondered how the people were 
going to be in our new appointment. We moved seven and a half hours away from the 
friends and family that we had. However, all of our fears and worry went away after 
about a month because of the love that these people had for the two of us. They saw two 
people, newly married, very young, and away from everything they knew. These good 
people of God took us under their wing and truly gave us everything we needed and even 
wanted. It was their mission; they felt, to help us through school and life on our own. 
Even though we cried for that first month, Mari and I still look to this time in Ohio as the 
most valuable time in ministry and in life. I branched out and tried to meet as many 
people in the district and conference as possible. Mari went to work and was making 
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friends. As I went to meetings, I realized how far from home I truly was. No one knew of 
Louis Johnson. I was Louis Davis. If I messed up, it was Louis Davis who messed up. If I 
succeeded at something, it was not Louis Johnson’s grandson who did it, it was Louis 
Davis. I admit this sounds like I am ungrateful for my family and all they did for me, but 
this time was so much of an eye opener and a faith-builder for the two of us. We grew so 
much in our time in Ohio. We grew closer to each other and more importantly, we grew 
closer to God. 

When my seminary time was coming to a close, I got a call asking me to come 
take a church back in Tennessee. As we were excited about getting back closer to family, 
we were devastated to learn that we would be leaving Ohio. The last few months were 
very demanding. I was working on the paperwork for commissioning with the Tennessee 
Annual Conference, I had three classes of papers to do, we were preparing for our second 
child to be bom, we were planning for the Advent and Christmas season, and we were 
slowly saying goodbye. All of this had its effect on us, but with God’s help, we made it 
through. My first three appointments as a licensed local pastor, which consisted of eight 
churches, lasted three years, which equals one year at each place. We were in Ohio at the 
same appointment for three and a half years. The day after we moved back to Tennessee, 
we called the West Ohio Conference Bishop’s Office and tried to get back, but it did not 
work out. With my commissioning interviews a month away, we decided to make the 
best of what we were given. 

I literally hit the ground running at our new appointment. Even though we loved 
where we were, this appointment was the first one I served as a full-time local pastor. I 
felt so free. I felt so in love with the ministry. I had a new excitement for what I was 
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doing and I liked it. We lived in the parsonage that was right across the street from the 
church and it was great to walk over, do the work I needed to do, and then go out and live 
out my calling. Like I said, it was great. There was a passion for ministry in my heart that 
I never had and would never have again. 

This passion lasted for a month until my interviews for commissioning as a 
probationary elder of the Tennessee Annual Conference. I went to those interviews 
confident and knowing, like everything else in my life that it will happen with no 
problems. I was deferred because I was not as clear on some things as they wanted me to 
be. I was so mad and hurt over this. In our group, I was the only one who went to a 
United Methodist related school for seven and a half years after high school. I was ready 
to quit. Friends and family were either calling me or coming to see me to check in with 
me. For the most part, they were very encouraging, but that would not change my anger. 

The passion that I had quickly went away and it was a struggle to be in church. It 
was so hard to face the people because I was not good enough for some in our conference 
so I felt I was not good enough for the church. If I had not cared so much what everyone 
thought of me, I certainly would have done something else. I met with a group from the 
Board of Ordained Ministry who took it upon themselves to help me the following year 
so that I could be ready for the next interviews. However, when I had two months before 
my paperwork was due; my mentor asked me if I had the work started and how close was 
I to getting everything finished. When I thought about it, I had not even started to think 
about doing that work again. Why? I was still so hurt and very angry. After a day or two 
in prayer and in conversation with Mari, I called my mentor and the members of my 
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group, and informed them all that I was deferring myself for the next year. There was no 
way for me to continue. I needed to deal with the fact that God was still working on me. 

After really dealing with many things in ministry and in life and realizing more 
than ever who I was and whose I was, it was time for me to start the paperwork for 
commissioning again. It was embarrassing for me, but I went through with it. I remember 
when my interviews were done. I had an hour and a half to wait before everyone else was 
done and I called Mari to tell her that I was done and I felt good. I told her that no matter 
what, I was happy with what I had done and I felt like it was the real me in there. I got the 
word that I was going to be commissioned and it was great news. However, I was not as 
excited as I thought I was going to be and I realized that the first deferment was going to 
be hard to get rid of in my life. I then started the three-year, residency process in 
becoming an ordained elder with the United Methodist Church. 

I was placed with a wonderful group of people that was and still is a true blessing 
in my life. We all had struggles and we shared with each other things that God have 
helped us through. There was a lot of laughter, tears, and encouragement. One of the 
goals of the residency time was to instill in us the importance of meeting with colleagues 
and having a time to share with each other. That goal was certainly met. I know that God 
was in control because there is no way I could have put together any better group for me 
during this time of ministry. We went to two retreats together each year, met six other 
times, and constantly emailed each other. We were in continuous contact. As our time 
drew close for us to go through the interviews for ordination, we all came even closer to 
each other. We quizzed each other and gave constructive criticism to help strengthen one 
another so that we could all be ordained together. When the times of our interviews came, 
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we all met and we talked and asked each other one more set of questions. One of the 
things we talked about was the fact that we all wanted to be ordained together. We all 
worked too hard for anything else to happen, but to be honest, I was concerned. I was not 
concerned for me. I was very concerned that one of my friends was not going to make it. 
They were concerned as well and when they shared some things with me, it confirmed 
my fears; we may not be ordained together. We did not meet again until we were to find 
out the results of the interviews. 

There was only one in the group that was deferred and that person was me. Here I 
was ready to console a friend, but it was me who was deferred. This has happened to me 
again! I could not believe the words as they were being spoken to me. I was not prepared 
for this to happen one time, not to mention a second time now. This was another 
embarrassment for me as I was not only to face my friends, but now I was to go back to 
the church I was now serving and explain to them that I was not good enough to be 
ordained. Some of the board wanted me to work on some things that I felt were quite 
mundane. My appointment, which I started in June of 2008, was again a source of 
strength. I fell into what I now call a very deep depression. People left the church, which 
added to it. I could not and I did not want to keep going in the ministry. Somehow, 
through the grace of God and the fact that my wife helped me, I managed to go back 
through the next year. I was finally ordained in June of 2011. From the time, I first 
accepted the call into the ministry until I was ordained was seventeen and a half years. 
Mari was with me every step of the way except for the first eight months. As the bishop 
put his hands on my head at my ordination and my mentor and Grandpa laid their hands 
on me, I felt as if God was hugging me to life. The thought of not being good enough 
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tried to ruin the day, but there was too much joy! A large number from our church was 
there in support and I could not be any prouder of them coming all the way over. 

Since that wonderful time, I have tried to grow in what it means to be an ordained 
elder in the United Methodist Church. More than that, I have tried to be as open as I can 
be to what God is still wanting from me or for me. I have always felt an area of my life 
that needs growth is the area of administration. The business of the church really gets me 
down and at times. Ordering the life of the church is also a growth area. I find it difficult 
to have and share a vision that I truly feel is from God and to get others behind it. I see 
things that God wants the church and I to be a part of, but somehow I just cannot get it 
done. I am sure that a lot of it is the thought that I am not good enough. What I need to do 
is to take a hold of the authority God has given me by the power and presence of the Holy 
Spirit and just do the work God puts on my heart. There is still a sense of doing what 
people expect of me. What really excites me about ministry and what I feel is a God- 
given strength is the gift of pastoral care. I really do love being with people where they 
are. Maybe it is in a field, or office, or ball field, or golf course, or hunting land, or lake, 
or whatever. God has given me an ability to meet people as they are. Some of the 
Spiritual-Gifts inventories that I have taken show that another gift I have is that of mercy. 
Some may say that this is bowing down and taking a hit from someone, but that is not 
what I mean. I try to live a life where people who talk with me feel, as what they are 
saying is important. I still do not like conflict, but God continues to show me that 
conflicts are not all bad; it is just another opportunity to grow. As I have looked back 
over the life I have been blessed to live, I give glory and honor to God for the many ways 
that love has been shown to me. Even when things did not work out the way I wanted 
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them to, it was God who has holding me. It was and is God who gives me strength and 
power through the Holy Spirit. 

Presently, I am beginning to feel the love and passion I once felt in ministry. In 
the summer of 2014, my family and I were informed that we would be moving to 
Crossville Tennessee to serve the Pomona United Methodist Church. We did not know 
then, the blessing that was waiting for our family. After a month of serving here, Pomona 
United Methodist Church had a Vacation Bible School. It was the first time we served a 
church in several years that offered a Vacation Bible School. We walked in on the first 
night and there were one hundred thirty or so children with at least seventy-five adults 
helping in various ways. It truly was a blessing to witness. My wife and I both agreed that 
this church really knew how to love the children of the church and community. They also 
knew what it meant to serve each other and more importantly; they knew how to serve 
God. 


Develop the Synergy 

My wife and I moved from a church that said they wanted children in the church, 
but did not express that through their actions. On several occasions, our daughters were 
used as a way for some to attack us by saying that they ruined the worship service 
because they got up several times to go to the restroom. As a father, that made me upset 
and my wife did not want to attend anymore. In fact, for several Sunday mornings, she 
went to another church that said they wanted children and also showed it. 

My wife and I have six daughters. We decided early on to homeschool our girls. 


There were no hard feelings that we had about public school. We both went to public 
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school and loved every moment. The decision to homeschool was made on the fact that 
we felt God was leading us to homeschool our children. As we walked in on the very first 
Sunday at Pomona, we knew we were home. What made this feeling more real for the 
two of us was the fact how well our children were accepted. They were encouraged to 
come up front and sing. They were supported when they wanted to pray. Even when I 
thought they were getting in the way, our girls were given the freedom to be used by God 
as never before. To watch how more empowered our daughters have become is such a 
blessing. I am afraid to think of what they would be like if we had to stay any longer in a 
context that did not value children and their presence in the worship life of a 
congregation. 

I moved to Pomona after I started the Doctor of Ministry program at United 
Theological Seminary. Not knowing fully why I was in the program because my initial 
context showed no interest in the Holy Spirit, I was led to do my project on serving others 
and the impact that could have in someone’s life. After I moved, I did not have an idea at 
all what project I could do. It is easy to see now that the answer was right in front of my 
face. Talking with my mentors, I was excited because of two reasons. One, I had a project 
idea and two; the church was going to be blessed. As mentioned, Pomona is a church that 
not only loves children, but also they show that as well in all they do. They do not mind if 
children are up front singing, praying, or sharing a testimony. Seeing now how my own 
children have changed through encouragement, teaching, and being believed in, I am 
even more excited to see what God can do in and through the children as this project is 


implemented. 
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Conclusion 

Several years ago, people of the church wanted a bigger children’s ministry. 
Therefore, they prayed for it and God heard their prayers. The church went out and 
bought vans to be used to go and pick up the children that God would send. The youth 
and children’s group grew from about twenty to almost one hundred children and youth 
on Wednesday nights. They were being fed a meal, having class time, and of course, 
fellowship. Not long after my arriving here, we had a meeting about our Wednesday 
Night ministry. Some made the comment that they never had a meeting l ik e that before. 
They were meaning that there had not been much communication about where God was 
leading the church. One of the questions that I asked was, “What can we do to be 
effective for the Kingdom?” The question was not meant to suggest that what was going 
on was not effective. It was asked for the purpose of getting everyone to think about the 
future, and recognizing a need to grow and change with the growth in attendance. We 
certainly cannot keep doing the same things in the same ways. 

One of the needs facing this great church is being even more open to the power, 
presence, and leading of the Holy Spirit. The amazing ministry with the children has to 
be effective for the Kingdom. Otherwise, it just becomes a place to see friends and for 
parents to receive free babysitting. I do feel that people are aware of the power that can 
be theirs through the Holy Spirit, but for some reason or another, they do not totally 
operate in that power. There are times when the Holy Spirit is felt and some amazing 
ministry opportunities are taking place. There are people testifying to the work of the 
Holy Spirit. This is living in the victory that we have because of Jesus. 
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It has become clear that there is faith in what God can do in the life of the church. 


Of course, it is safe to keep things the same and not change. Why change or do anything 
different when it is much easier to remain in a comfortable state of doing the same thing? 
Some people feel led by the Holy Spirit. The church needs to remember what they are 
about in this world and who it is that is the head of the church. If our desire is to make a 
difference for the Kingdom of God, what can we as the church do to continue to be an 
effective body for the Kingdom? Can our children lead us forward? Exploring that 
question will be at the core of this project. 



CHAPTER TWO 


BIBLICAL LOUNDATIONS 


One of the saddest things that have been spoken concerning children is the 
statement, “Children are meant to be seen and not heard.” One of the biggest complaints 
in church is that the children are not controlled. There is an idea that the church needs the 
children because children are the future, but there are some who do not want the children 
to be involved in any way in the actual ministry of the church. The church is making a 
big mistake with this kind of thinking. Families are making a big mistake with this kind 
of thinking. Children are growing into adults who believe their voice is not important. 
Children are growing into adults who hold back doing what they feel is right because 
they have been told that their thoughts and actions do not mean anything. Children are 
growing into adults who want nothing to do with the church and even God. It seems that 
we have forgotten one of the commands of Jesus when he said in Luke 18:16,“... Let 
the little children come to me, ...” 1 

There is an epidemic happening. We tell our children that Jesus loves them, but 
“keep quiet so you do not interrupt anything.” We tell them they are the future of the 
church, but we do not give them a space in the present. We tell them that Jesus wants a 
relationship with them, but do not teach them anything about how to respond to that 


1 Scripture used will be from the New King James Version (NKJV) of the Bible unless otherwise 

stated. 
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invitation. It is a sad reality in many of our churches and our homes. Becky Fisher says, 
“Only a fraction of our children are filled with the Holy Spirit, speak in tongues, have 
heard the voice of God, know what it is to be led by his Spirit, or are aware of feeling His 
presence in a church service or otherwise.” 2 This is truer than many of us would like to 
admit. What if God has a word that would benefit our families and our churches, but the 
children are not allowed to use their voice? What if God is working? 

There is a story about a ten-year-old girl. 3 There was a sickness going through 
this little girl’s house and she had not yet started feeling bad. The night before she and 
her sisters were going to go to a Bible Study they really wanted to attend, she showed 
signs of becoming sick. The whites of her eyes were completely red resembling 
symptoms of pink eye. Her parents told her that she would not be allowed to go to the 
study the next morning. This obviously upset this girl and she went to bed. The next 
morning she got up and went to the sink and was wiping her eyes. Her parents thought 
that she was trying to hide the fact that she was not well enough to go. However, when 
questioned about it, this girl told her parents that she was just fine. Not believing this, her 
parents asked to see her eyes. There was no red to be found. The girl told them that she 
talked to God about it and that she asked Jesus to heal her. She had complete faith that 
what she prayed for would happen! What if her parents discounted the whole experience 
and made her stay home because she was sick? This child’s faith would be destroyed. 

Karen Yust writes, 

Faith is a given for children, indeed for us all. But faithfulness is something we 

cultivate as we live together as spiritual people in relation with God. One of the 

2 Becky Fischer, Redefining Children’s Ministry’ in the 21 s ' Century: A Call for Radical Change 
(Mandan, ND: Kids in Ministry International, Inc., 2008), 21. 

3 This little girl is our oldest daughter and this story is shared with her permission. 
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challenges of being and working with children is to remember that they are 
already gifted with faith while also remembering that they do not automatically 
acquire the words and actions to express faith. Cultivating the spiritual lives of 
children takes effort on the part of parents, teachers, and adult friends. 4 

This is not happening in many homes and in churches around this world. We try to blame 

the next person for our children not being able to do or say what is needed. What if 

parents, teachers, adult friends, youth leaders, and pastors took the cultivating job 

seriously? There would be no telling what kind of generation would be raised up. 

This chapter is going to concentrate on some passages of Scripture that point to 

the fact that children have a special place in the Kingdom of God. The majority of the 

Old Testament section will focus on the passage from 1 Samuel 3. In this passage, the 

word from the Lord was not as widely heard as at one time. When the young boy Samuel 

heard a voice, he went to Eli who dismissed him two times (which is a modern day 

reaction) and finally helped Samuel, who did not yet know the Lord, to recognize the 

voice of the Lord. This opened up a whole new world for Samuel. By the end of chapter 

three, in verses 19 and 20, we find these words, “So Samuel grew, and the Lord was with 

him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba 

knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet of the Lord.” What would have 

happened if Eli got upset at Samuel because he kept waking him up and told him that 

children are meant to be seen and not heard? Samuel could have been so scared and never 

opened his ears and heart to the Lord and our faith would look a lot different. We will 

explore part of the story of Hannah as we discover: the age of Samuel when he was 

brought to the temple, his age when the Lord spoke to him, what does it mean that the 


4 Karen Marie Yust, Real Kids, Real Faith: Practices for Nurturing Children’s Spiritual Lives 
(Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2004), 18. 
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word of the Lord was rare in those days, and what does it mean that the Lord did not let 
any of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. 

The New Testament passage is proving a little more difficult because there are so 
many passages that point to the importance Jesus placed on children. The main Scripture 
that will be studied is from Matthew 18:1-6. A question is asked in verse one about who 
is the “greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Then, Jesus talks about becoming like a child 
that he has brought in to their circle. Stuart Weber comments, “It was a memorable image 
to help them learn the nature of true maturity. Little children are the most helpless and 
powerless members of society. But Jesus infused their childlike qualities with value and 
greatness.” 5 What does this mean then and for us today? The New King James Version 
uses the word “converted.” In this section, we will look at the meaning of this and the 
fact the children must have been near Jesus as he traveled around. In addition to this, 
Jesus says in verse 4 of Matthew 18 that we are to “humble” ourselves like a child. Some 
other passages that will be looked at in this paper, but cannot go unnoticed is Mark 
10:13-16 and Luke 18:15-16. In Luke 18, “infants” are brought to Jesus and in Mark 10 it 
says “little children” were brought to him. In both accounts, Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me.” 


Old Testament 


1 Samuel 3:1-21 

1 Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. And the word of the 
Lord was rare in those days; there was no widespread revelation. 2 And it came to 
pass at that time, while Eli was lying down in his place, and when his eyes had 


5 Stuart K. Weber, Matthew , vol. 1, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 286. 
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begun to grow so dim that he could not see, 3 and before the lamp of God went 
out in the tabernacle of the Lord where the ark of God was, and while Samuel was 
lying down, 4 that the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, “Here I am!” 5 So 
he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” And he said, “I did not call; 
lie down again.” And he went and lay down. 6 Then the Lord called yet again, 
“Samuel!” So Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” He answered, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 (Now Samuel did 
not yet know the Lord, nor was the word of the Lord yet revealed to him.) 8 And 
the Lord called Samuel again the third time. So he arose and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you did call me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord had called the 
boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He calls you, 
that you must say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and 
lay down in his place. 10 Now the Lord came and stood and called as at other 
times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your servant hears.” 
11 Then the Lord said to Samuel: “Behold, I will do something in Israel at which 
both ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 In that day I will perform 
against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he 
knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them. 

14 And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house 
shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” 15 So Samuel lay down 
until morning, and opened the doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel was 
afraid to tell Eli the vision. 16 Then Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son!” 
He answered, “Here I am.” 17 And he said, “What is the word that the Lord spoke 
to you? Please do not hide it from me. God do so to you, and more also, if you 
hide anything from me of all the things that He said to you.” 18 Then Samuel told 
him everything, and hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the Lord. Let Him 
do what seems good to Him.” 19 So Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and 
let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba 
knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet of the Lord. 21 Then the Lord 
appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by 
the word of the Lord. 

Frederick Tiffany and Sharon Ringe say in their book, “The first step in 
encountering a biblical text is similar to the early stages of a relationship with a person.” 6 
During the first moments of any serious relationships you really want to get to know the 
person. How does this happen? One of the ways that one really gets to know someone is 
by listening to what is being said and by asking the right questions. The same is true for 


6 Frederick Tiffany and Sharon Ringe, Biblical Interpretation: A Roadmap (Nashville, TN: 
Abington Press, 1996), 55. 
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any kind of study of the text. “In the case of a biblical text. . . Take time to acknowledge 
aloud or to make notes of your initial impressions, reactions, and questions in response to 
the passage.” 7 With this said, it is nearly impossible to look at and study what is going on 
in 1 Samuel Chapter three without answering some introductory questions to the books of 
Samuel. 

It is interesting to note as we begin our study that the books of 1 Samuel and 2 

Samuel were originally one book. Kenneth L. Chafin reports in his book, 

The two Books of Samuel are one book in the Hebrew manuscript. . . . The title of 
the book in the Hebrew canon is Samuel, probably because Samuel is the leading 
character in the early chapters and because he was tied in his ministry to Saul and 
David, both of whom were more prominent characters. 8 

This is fascinating because it is different from what most Christians would today call the 

Bible. As to the time frame covered in the books of Samuel, F. Delitzsch and C.F. Keil 

state “The books of Samuel contain the history of the Kingdom of God in Israel, from the 

termination of the age of the judges to the close of the reign of king David, and embrace a 

period of about 125 years, from about 1140 to 1015 B.C.” 9 Chafin continues this thought 

by saying that the books of Samuel “take Israel from a loose federation of tribes to a 

settled monarchy under David.” 10 

There was no king over Israel at the start of 1 Samuel. The people relied on the 
judges and, more importantly, the people relied on God to bring stability in the land. 


7 Tiffany and Ringe, 55. 

8 Kenneth L. Chafin, The Communicator’s Commentary’: 1, 2 Samuel (Dallas, TX: Word Books 
Publisher), 16. 

9 F. Delitzsch and C. F. Keil, “Biblical Commentary on The Books of Samuel'’ In Commentary on 
the Old Testament in Ten Volumes vol. 2 (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
1976), 2. 


10 Chafin, 16. 
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There were priests who were in charge of the temple, but as it says in the first verse of 1 

Samuel 3, “the word of the Lord was rare in those days.” The story that is told in the 

books of Samuel tells of some really wonderful times as being the people of God as well 

as some times that are sad to hear. In fact, the books of Samuel were written at a time 

when they needed to be reminded of God’s blessings on them as the people of God. 

u ..., The books did not take their final shape until the sixth century, B.C. as the 
people were coming back from captivity. Part of the people were still in Babylon 
and some were scattered elsewhere. There was no temple, no capital, and no king, 
although David’s family had survived. It was a time when the lessons of Israel’s 
history would be a source of encouragement, comfort, and promise. 11 

This is why this book and the stories that they contain are so very important to the history 

of the nation of Israel. 

Reading 1 Samuel 3 without any understanding of the entire story would leave 
many asking questions. Where were the parents? Was Samuel adopted? Did his parents 
just abandon him? These may be questions that are asked by someone who is unfamiliar 
with the story and even by some who know the story well. To get the answer to these 
questions, we have to start at the beginning of 1 Samuel. In other words, we have to 
understand the events leading up to his birth. 

In our world today, there is a thought that the more you have, the happier you will 
be. In other words, the more stuff you gather together, the better position in life you will 
have. We know that this is not true, but some, if not many, are caught in this way of 
thinking. “Materialism,” according to Webster’s Dictionary is, “a way of thinking that 
gives too much importance to material possessions rather than to spiritual or intellectual 


11 Chafin, 16 



34 


things.” 12 Many people feel as if they are nothing because of not having the things that 
their friends or family members have. Therefore, money that people do not have is spent 
on things they do not need in order to feel like they are important. It is a sad reality in 
which many people actually live. One may think that this kind of thinking is new because 
of the way our world is today, but it, in one way or another, has been happening from the 
beginning. A woman long ago, named Hannah, was not happy at all because she found 
herself in somewhat the same boat. She did not have what was viewed by most as most 
valuable. In her mind, Hannah lived a life of emptiness. According to the world’s 
standards, she was a nothing. Richards comments, “In ancient Israel, children were more 
than important: they were symbols of fulfillment.” 13 

Having a child in Hannah’s day was not only a good thing, but it represented the 
Lord’s favor in your life. The more children one had, the more blessed you were. 
Therefore, it can be easily understood why Hannah was upset. In today’s world, if one of 
our friends cannot have children and they really want children, we might pray for them, 
offer them encouragement, and show them that we care. In other words, our hearts break 
for them. David Payne points out that “Nowadays most people would not think of the 
inability to bear children as a religious matter at all, it would be referred to medical 
specialists.” 14 

This was not the case for Hannah. In fact, it was quite the opposite. Hannah was 
one of two wives of Elkanah. The other wife, Peninnah, had borne her husband several 

12 Meniam-Webster, “Materialism,” Merriam-Webster, Inc., 2014, (accessed June 3, 2014), 
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/materialism. 

13 Larry Richards and Lawrence O. Richards, The Teacher’s Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Victor 
Books, 1987), 199. 

14 David F. Payne, I & II Samuel (Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 1982), 9. 
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children. George Caird points out that “the reason for having two wives is found in the 
Israelite’s terror of childlessness.” 15 1 Samuel 1:6 gives us a glimpse into how difficult it 
was for Hannah. “And her rival also provoked her severely, to make her miserable, 
because the Lord had closed her womb.” Instead of love, support, and encouragement, 
Hannah received ridicule. Even though Elkanah loved Hannah more, Peninnah had 
something more important, children. 

Not only were children a sign of fulfillment and the Lord’s favor, but children 
were also a sign of life. In fact, it was a child that was the sign of promise to Abraham of 
God’s faithfulness. A man would remain alive in his children through the following 
generations. 16 This is why it was so important for Hannah to have children. This is why 
she was provoked. Her worth was based on the ability to have children or not. This way 
of thinking today does not stand, but during the days of Hannah, it was a different story. 

It was a fact she could not escape. John Lange writes “She Peninnah not only held 
up before Hannah her unfruitfulness, itself reckoned a reproach, but represented it also as 
a punishment from God, or at least as a lack of God’s favor.” 17 The ridicule and 
provoking did not happen just once. We read in 1 Samuel 1:7, “So it was, year by year, 
when she went up to the house of the Lord, that she provoked her; therefore she wept 
and did not eat.” It was a constant burden and reminder. Richards remarks, “Year after 
year when Elkanah took his family to Shiloh to worship at the tabernacle there, Hannah 
met her family and friends—still childless. There her constant pain peaked, and she could 

15 George B. Caird, “I Samuel: Exegesis,” The Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 2, ed. George Aruthur 
Buttrick, (Nashville, TN: Abington-Cokesbury Press, 1953), 877. 

16 Caird, 877. 

17 John Peter Lange et al., A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 1 & 2 Samuel (Bellingham, WA: 
Logos Bible Software, 2008), 49. 
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hardly bear her fate. . . . She was denied something she wanted desperately.” 18 What 
happens next is something astonishing that we would all be good to take note of and 
follow in our lives today. 

Hannah seemed to have lived in what many today would call depression. For a 
while, she seemed to have lived in that deep sense of unworthiness. In verse 7 of 1 
Samuel 1, we see how she wept and also did not eat. Even after her husband tried to 
encourage her, she did not come out of it because in her mind she was not useful unless 
she had children to carry on her husband’s name. This is where the story gets even better. 
Stanley Gevirtz notes “On an annual pilgrimage to God’s shrine at Shiloh, Hannah vowed 
that if she bore a son, she would dedicate him to God as a Nazirite.” 19 Instead of living 
with the burden any longer, she finally has enough and goes to the Lord for help. What is 
interesting to note here is that Hannah did not go to the Lord to pray that the one 
provoking her be hurt. Hannah keeps the focus of the prayer on herself and what would 
benefit her and her husband. 

How many times do we hold on to a problem that we do not need to have? We try 
to solve the problem on our own or we live with a problem for a long time and then 
finally go to God. When one is trying to get a prayer answered, one might promise to do 
something or not to do something. It would be thought provoking to know how many 
promises are made to the Lord that are not kept. This is not the case for Hannah. Richards 
says, “Hannah’s prayer was a desperate one, so heartfelt that her lips moved, even though 


18 Richards and Richards, 199. 

19 Stanley Gevirtz and Mark Allan Powell, “Hannah,” ed. Mark Allan Powell, The HarperCollins 
Bible Dictionary (Revised and Updated) (New York: HarperCollins, 2011), 362. 
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she was praying in her heart.” 20 Whatever the promise made, she was going to keep it. 

After being scolded by Eli because he thought she was drunk, she explained what was 

going on. He then blessed her and sent her on her way in peace. Even though she desired 

a child more than anything, she promised to give the child back to God. This is an easy 

deal to make, but an unbelievably hard one to keep. An interesting point to make is that 

Hannah leaves the prayer time happy and fulfilled. In fact, 1 Samuel chapter 1 verse 18 

says that she “went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad.” This happened 

before she found out that she was expecting a son. Larry Richards says it this way, 

What a tremendous reorientation! The same Hannah who was so bitter and 
downcast that she could not even sense God’s grace now saw the Lord clearly. In 
fact, she was able to praise God in a situation which some might expect would 
throw her back into despair—the loss of the very child she had prayed for! 21 

Hannah trusted in God and that is what transformed her from being angry and depressed 

to being satisfied and happy. One of the great parts to this story is before the next year’s 

trip to Shiloh, Hannah was blessed by God and had given birth to a son whom she named 

Samuel. 

In 1 Samuel chapter 1 verses 21 and following it says that Hannah did not go to 
the yearly worship time at Shiloh because she said in verse 22, “Not until the child is 
weaned; then I will take him, that he may appear before the Lord and remain there 
forever.” How old was Samuel when he was weaned? To begin with, Mark Powell writes 
that to be weaned or weaning means, “the practice of training a child to eat food other 
than mother’s milk. In biblical times, it was an occasion to celebrate when a child was 


20 Richards and Richards, 200. 
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weaned.” 22 To answer the question about Samuel’s age when he was brought to the Lord, 


most sources that were consulted agree that the time was up to about three years of age. 
The Teacher’s Commentary says, “When Samuel was weaned, which according to 
custom would have been about age three, he was taken to Shiloh and presented to Eli.” 23 
In addition to this, The Interpreter’s Bible says that the phrase “Until you have weaned 
him,” found in verse twenty-three of 1 Samuel chapter 1, “implies an interval of some 
two or three years, which was the normal period of nursing in Palestine.” 24 

What is even more amazing about this story is that Hannah knew even before 
Samuel was bom, even before he was conceived, that he was going to be given back to 
the Lord. This showed an amazing sense of dedication and trust in the Lord. Robert 
Bergen says, 

Obedience to the Lord in fulfilling vows brings blessing both for the individual 
who fulfills them as well as for society as a whole. ... By obediently fulfilling her 
vow, she built a family for herself and gave birth to a servant of giant proportions 
in the history of Israel. 25 

As one can see from this quote, the Lord blessed the fulfilled promise of Hannah. Samuel, 
in every way was God’s “yes” to Hannah. 

At the start of chapter three, we begin to see just how big the fulfilled promise 
was not only for Hannah and her family, but also for the entire family of faith. Samuel is 
ministering to the Lord before Eli. As to his age when he heard God calling his name, 
most sources that said anything about it said that Samuel was around the age of twelve. 


22 Mark Allan Powell, ed., “Weaning,” The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary (Revised and 
Updated) (New York: HarperCollins, 2011), 1097. 

23 Richards and Richards, 200. 

24 Caird, 881. 

25 Robeit D. Bergen, 1, 2 Samuel, vol. 7, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman 
& Holman Publishers, 1996), 61. 
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The Hebrew word for “boy” can mean any age from an infant to that of forty years of age. 


“At this age, a Jewish boy became a son of the law and was regarded as personally 

responsible for his obedience to the law. At this age, too, we find Jesus in the 

temple . . . ” 26 Josephus stated that Samuel was twelve in his work, Antiquities of the 

Jews. 27 This is important because of what verse eighteen of 1 Samuel 2 says, “But 

Samuel ministered before the Lord, even as a child, wearing a linen ephod.” Robert 

Bergen, in The New American Commentary, puts it like this, 

Samuel’s service before the Lord is rhetorically underlined through the repetition 
of the phrase “was ministering” in vv. 11, 18. The verbal construction suggests an 
ongoing activity, something ingrained in Samuel’s lifestyle. The placement of this 
phrase in v. 18 is doubly emphatic because of its juxtaposition with the 
description of Hophni and Phinehas. In his service at Shiloh, Samuel wore the 
ephod, a sleeveless, hip-length garment that only members of the Levitical tribe 
were authorized to wear. The clear implication is that Samuel was a member of 
this tribe. Samuel’s youthful opportunity to wear garments of privilege and 

position are reminiscent of both Joseph (Gen 37:3) and David (1 Sam 17:38-39). 

28 

This is so interesting because as a child, Samuel was wearing something that was for the 
high priest. Samuel was doing something that the adult priests were supposed to be doing 
and he was wearing something the adult priests were to wear. In fact, Walter Elwell 
stresses that the Ephod “meant the complete dress of the High priest.” 29 

One of the questions that this chapter set out to answer was to uncover more of 
what it meant that the word of the Lord was rare in those days. More than this, it says 


26 Caird, 892. 

27 Flavius Josephus, William Whiston, Translator [1737]. Antiquities of the Jews - Book V: FROM 
THE DEATH OF MOSES TO THE DEATH OF ELL. accessed June 21, 2014 http://sacred- 
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29 Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: 
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there was no widespread revelation. “Rare” means something that is “valuable, prized, 
weighty, precious, rare, or splendid.” 30 In fact, the King James Version of the Bible uses 
the word “precious” instead of the word “rare.” What this is saying is that the word of the 
Lord was held as something of great value because it was not heard very often. 
Unfortunately, one of the reasons it may not have been heard is because the people were 
not looking for it. In other words, it was a nice thought to hear the word of the Lord, but 
people were not actively seeking it. 

We learn in chapter two of 1 Samuel that Eli and his sons did not do well in the 

eyes of the Lord. Kenneth Matthews puts it this way, 

The corruption of the tabernacle at Shiloh by Eli’s sons is contrasted with the 
faithful ministry of young Samuel. Whereas Hannah’s son “ministered before the 
Lord,” the sons of Eli “had no regard for the Lord.” Eli’s servants had contempt 
for the Lord’s offerings, and his sons engaged in temple prostitution. Yet young 
Samuel, as it would be said of Jesus (Luke 2:52), grew in “favor with the Lord 
and with men.” 31 

To build the foundation for this project, the writer here is making the point that this entire 
project attempts to make, which is, children can minster to adults. Adults were willing to 
receive ministry from this young boy. The adults of the time recognized that Samuel was 
functioning as a full-fledged priest. He not only looked the part by wearing the Ephod, 
but he acted in the way of a priest and it did not go unnoticed by God or by the people. 

It could be a play-on-words from verse one of chapter three to verse two, but it 
cannot go unnoticed that there were no widespread or frequent visions and then the 
statement that Eli was losing his eyesight. There is another reason why this was put into 


30 Blue Letter Bible, “Lexicon,” Strong’s H3368, Sowing Circle, 2014, accessed June 21, 2014, 
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H3368&t=NKJV. 
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the text. Maybe it was to point out the next part of this story. John Lange perceives that 
“Samuel might have supposed, when he was awakened by hearing his name called, that 
he had to render some service to the half-blind Eli; and so it is expressly mentioned at the 
beginning of these descriptive sentences that Eli was growing blind.” 32 We can only 
imagine that this has happened before. Sometime during the night and day, Eli would call 
for some kind of assistance from Samuel and Samuel, being faithful, would answer every 
time. 

One night though, while lying down to sleep, something very different happened. 
Even though the word of the Lord was rare, it was the child Samuel who heard Him call 
out. However, Samuel did not realize it was the Lord calling him. Eugene Merrill states, 
“Though Samuel had been dedicated to the Levitical ministry at Shiloh and had 
undergone training in the things of the Lord, he had not yet been addressed by the direct 
revelation of God.” 33 He certainly was not expecting God to speak to him. John Ruthven 
asks a thought-provoking question in his book, What’s Wrong with Protestant Theology?: 
“But how does one ‘know the Lord’ in the biblical tradition?” 34 Ruthven answers this 
question by saying; “one knows the Lord by revelation of the Lord’s word.” 35 He goes 
on to point out that Moses and Joshua could hear from God, “but the Israelites as a whole 
chose what we mostly choose, something or someone to buffer between us and a holy 
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God.” 36 I seem to hear a lot from people at church saying they wish they could hear from 
God. Often times, people want their pastor to pray or they ask the pastor what God is 
saying. This story from 1 Samuel shows clearly that the one who desires to hear from 
God does not always hear because there is a void for some reason. It appears to me that 
we who want to hear from God suffer from what Ruthven calls a “spirit of religion,” just 
like Eli and his sons did. 

The spirit of religion always wants to keep a distance from God by interposing 
substitutes, all to avoid direct communication and communion with God. Jesus, of 
course, is our Mediator, but a “meditator of the New Covenant,” not a mediator 
like the saints, not a written document, or a pope, but rather a Mediator who 
facilitates and introduces us into direct, personal communication with God. 37 

The spirit of religion is so strong in some churches that some believe God does not speak 

at all. It would be hard to convince them that God does speak and that children can and 

does hear from God. 

Samuel is trying to sleep in his place, which, according to verse 3 of 1 Samuel 3, 
is where the Ark of God was. According to the law, if anyone touches the ark, they would 
die. However, the boy is not afraid. He hears this voice calling him and thinking it was 
like any other time, he ran to Eli to see what he needed. He was told to go back to bed 
because it was not the priest Eli calling him. This same situation happened a second time 
and then a third. Finally though, Eli realized that God was speaking to the boy. It is 
possible that Eli told Samuel to go back to bed because, as Bergen discusses, “Eli 
essentially was blind to the possibility of the Lord’s revealing himself in a personal 
manner. Eventually, however, the elderly priest came to understand that the Lord was 
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calling the youth and advised him to respond submissively.” 38 Thankfully, God calls out 


to Samuel again and this time Eli told Samuel in verse nine of 1 Samuel 3 that if God 
called again, he was to say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.” The rest, as they say, is 
history. Samuel does as he is instructed. God did call out a fourth time, Samuel answers, 
and Samuel is given a difficult task right from the start. 

The boy Samuel not only served as a priest, but he heard from God and according 
to verse 10, he saw God. It was only Samuel and Eli there, and Eli was asleep, therefore, 
it is important to conclude that we would not know anything about this incident unless 
Samuel experienced it himself and told someone about it later. What form did God take? 
We do not know, but the point is that the boy Samuel saw something or someone that he 
recognized as God. This is an important piece of the project. Children can hear from God 
and see God and angels. 

After he hears from the Lord, Samuel goes back to bed. Something happens here 

that cannot be overlooked. In verse fifteen, we see that Samuel lay in bed until morning 

and then opened the doors to the house of the Lord. On this day, the opening of the doors 

meant so much more. Bergen enlightens us: 

With the coming of morning, Samuel “opened the doors of the house of the Lord.” 
The description of a dawn marked by the prophet’s reopening the way into the 
Lord’s presence is an obvious double entendre: on the one hand, Samuel was 
merely performing his daily duty as a temple servant; on the other hand, he was 
ushering in a new era of spiritual consciousness in Israel. 39 

Opening the doors was something that Samuel did countless times in his short life. 

However, this time, as he opened the doors so that others could come in, he was also 
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opening up the communication line between God and God’s people. It was the child who 
received a word from God and a vision from God while the adult could not see or hear 
very well. Eli wants to know what God said and Samuel was scared to say at first. Who 
would not be scared? Samuel eventually tells Eli that God is about to fulfill His promises 
against Eli, his two sons, and his house. 

What would have happened if Eli did not teach Samuel how to talk to God? A 
definitive answer to this question could not be found. We can only speculate. It could be 
said that God would have spoken to someone else, but that is hard to say. Samuel, the 
young boy, was the one who God called and if Eli had not told him how to respond, 
Samuel may have kept waking him up. This leads us to ask ourselves the same question 
today. What if we do not teach our children how to talk, listen, and respond to God? It 
may not be hard to answer that question because that is what is happening today in our 
world. We just might be missing today’s Samuel. 

As Samuel grew physically, he also continued to grow in the Lord. As he stepped 
out in faith in God and in everything that God said, people recognized him as a prophet of 
God. All Israel recognized that Samuel was a proven prophet of the Lord. All Israel, 
which means all the adults, welcomed ministry from this child, then youth, and then adult. 
Not once he grew up, but from a child on up. Samuel heard from God and saw God just 
like the adult prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 6. Now, he was not only a priest, but also a prophet. 

By the end of chapter three, it says, “the Lord was with him and let none of his 
words fall to the ground.’’ The word of God has a lot of energy and is always moving and 
we know that the Lord spoke though Samuel. Therefore, we can say that as the Lord 
spoke, Samuel in faith spoke what the Lord gave him to say, and the Lord made sure that 
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what was spoken through Samuel came true. This is why everyone from the northern 
border of Israel to the southern most part knew that Samuel was a prophet. 40 

It definitely was a matter of faith. Well before Samuel was born, faith was shown 
through Hannah. As Hannah received what she asked of the Lord, faith was seen as she 
gave him back in service to the Lord. Samuel grew and was faithful in his duties in the 
house of the Lord. When God spoke to him, Samuel was faithful to the teachings of Eli 
and because of that, he heard God’s words. When Eli wanted to know what God said, 
Samuel was faithful and did not try to soften the word. 

Faith in God can do some wonderful things on this earth. From the time of 
Samuel to the time of Jesus and to our time now, this is true, faith is what is needed. 
Samuel saw what happened when people lost their faith in God. They looked around to 
the other nations and they wanted to be like what they saw. Instead of their faith 
remaining strong, they rejected God and wanted a King. Time and time again, we see 
what happened when God’s people did not have faith. We also see what happens when 
that faith is restored. One might think that over time, the people would see what a 
difference in their life faith makes, but that is not completely true. 

However, there is one group that if they had some courageous people to teach, 
encourage, and mentor them in the faith, they would be unstoppable for the Lord in this 
world. The group of people that is being referred to is our children. There have been 
many, but one person in particular knew of the importance of children and was not afraid 
to teach others the importance God placed on them as well. That person was Jesus. At 
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this point, let us now turn our attention to some of the things that Jesus taught his 
disciples and us about the status of children in the Kingdom of God. 


New Testament 


Matthew 18:1-6 

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” 2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the 
midst of them, 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and 
become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever receives one little child like this in My name 
receives Me. 6 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, 
it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were 
drowned in the depth of the sea. 

What does it mean to be great? Samuel was great and may not have even realized 
it. The reason he was great was because he had faith in and trusted God in his life. God 
blessed in such a way that what Samuel spoke came true. Richards brings this into focus 
when he writes, “Greatness comes only when we humble ourselves to trustingly respond 
to our King’s every call.” 41 This is what Samuel did. This is what the truly great people 
have done. The question of greatness is a question that some spend a lifetime trying to 
figure out. All kinds of money is spent on the latest equipment in a particular field just so 
we can be great. So much time is spent training in whatever we want to be great at. We 
all want to be great at something. It is fine to want to become the greatest that we can be, 
the best version of me. It is a problem when we want to become greater than someone 
else in comparison. That is what the disciples wanted. 
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On one hand, we cannot blame the disciples in Matthew 18 for asking the 
question “Who then is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Their sense of greatness 
was not much different than ours. In the world, in kingdoms, and governments all over 
the world, there is a hierarchy. The higher you are, the better or greater you are. Stuart 
Weber shows: 

The disciples’ question revealed a serious misconception about the kingdom of 
heaven. They assumed God’s kingdom would be like any other kingdom on 
earth—one in which rank, status, power, and authority were the marks of 
greatness. Jesus’ discourse corrected this error. 42 

On the other hand, the disciples were very clearly asking the wrong question. 

Jesus devoted his ministry to that of love and service to those in need. He constantly put 
others before himself and urged his followers to do the same. Louis Barbieri says this 
about humility, “A truly humble person does not concern himself with position or power, 
but is concerned about active service, especially toward those who are most in need.” 43 
That is what he tried to not only talk about with his disciples, but to also show them. 
Johann Arnold stresses why this applies to children, “The way of Jesus demands honesty 
and humility. Children possess both.” 44 Until we come to realize that we are God’s 
children, then we will never experience all of the joys and blessings that God intends for 
us to possess. 

Before we go too far, it might be best to understand Matthew a little more and 
why this book was written. Matthew, as we know from Matthew chapter nine and other 
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Scriptures, was a disciple that Jesus came to and gave the simple yet powerful invitation 
to follow him. Warren Wiersbe, in The Bible Exposition Commentary, tells us “Matthew 
means the gift of God. Apparently, the name was given to commemorate his conversion 
and his call to be a disciple.” 45 The authorship of this book has been debated for 
centuries. Just in the time of researching for this topic, as soon as one source made one 
claim, then next source made a different claim. David Dockery, in the Holman Bible 
Handbook, asserts, “Strictly speaking, the Gospel of Matthew is anonymous. The titles of 
the Gospels were not added until the second century. Early church tradition unanimously 
ascribes this Gospel to Matthew. Although modern scholarship has called this 
identification into repeated question, there are no persuasive reasons for rejecting this 
tradition outright.” 46 Robert Jamieson comments, “The author of this Gospel was a 
publican or tax gatherer, residing at Capernaum, on the western shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. As to his identity with the ‘Levi’ of the . . . Gospels, and other particulars, . . . 
hardly anything is known of his apostolic labors.” 47 Ted Cabal gets into the debate 
saying, “The best evidence from the Gospel itself that Matthew was its author is that only 
in this Gospel is Levi the tax collector identified as the Apostle Matthew. At the very 
least, this suggests the author presents Matthew’s witness. . . . , most critical scholars still 
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reject Matthean authorship of the . . . Gospel.” 48 Craig Blomberg provides some insight 
into this debate: 

Given the amount of Hellenization that had infiltrated Galilee by the first century, 
and given the regular contacts with Gentiles that a tax collector would have had, 
the apostle Matthew would have become a reasonably cosmopolitan Jew, quite 
capable of this kind of writing. But if he wrote only an Aramaic precursor to the 
Gospel, then any Gentile Christian could have been responsible for Greek 
Matthew as well, though interestingly the tide of scholarship is again strongly 
returning to a Jewish Christian as the author of the final form of this Gospel, even 
if many remain reluctant to identify the apostle as the specific Jewish Christian, 
Matthew. . . . All of the evidence surveyed so far allows for authorship by the 
apostle Matthew, but none of that evidence demands it. 49 

As one can see, the debate is still very active. There are good cases for claiming that the 

Apostle Matthew was the author, yet there are good cases claiming the opposite. The 

same is true in this debate as it is with most; one has a fifty percent chance of being right. 

For the sake of this paper, I will be claiming that the Apostle Matthew was the author, but 

with the understanding that he may have had help in the writing of this first Gospel of the 

New Testament. 

Being a tax collector during this time could potentially have been a lucrative 
career, but it also had its downside. Most of the time, the tax collector was one of the 
most hated people around. To really hurt someone’s feelings or to show them how 
serious you were you would call them a tax collector. Larry and Lawrence Richards 
pointed out the fact by saying; “Tax gatherers had to bid for their positions, and made 
their profit by extorting extra from their fellow-countrymen. As collaborators with Rome 
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and as dishonest oppressors, tax gatherers were despised by the general populace.” 50 

More than this, tax collectors were more in constant contact with Gentiles, which made 

them unclean in the religious leader’s eyes. This meant that the tax collectors were not 

allowed in the temple. However, Jesus saw in Matthew something of great worth and 

invited Matthew to follow. Without hesitation, Matthew left everything and followed him. 

In some way this was an easy decision to make, but in actuality, this was more than just a 

change in profession. Warren Wiersbe, says it like this: 

Matthew opened his heart to Jesus Christ and became a new person. This was not 
an easy decision for him to make. He was a native of Capernaum, and Capernaum 
had rejected the Lord (Matt. 11:23). Matthew was a well-known businessman in 
the city, and his old friends probably persecuted him. Certainly Matthew lost a 
good deal of income when he left all to follow Christ. 51 

When was the Gospel written? There are also many speculations as to when this 
book was written just as there are many speculations as to who wrote the book. One 
source said that the book was written, “in the mid-80s or later, after the synagogues 
allegedly introduced a curse on heretics (including Christians) into their liturgy of prayers. 
Quotations by the Apostolic Fathers suggest an upper limit for the dating of around A.D. 
100.” 52 The same source mentioned that some scholars put the writing sometime after 
the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. because of the references Jesus made about the 
Temple being destroyed in Matthew chapter seven. The story had to be told. There are 
three other Gospels in our Bibles today, so why was this one written? 
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I have often heard that the four gospels are like four people standing on comers at 


an intersection and they witness a car wreck. Each has their own stories to tell. Some of 
the telling may be the same, but they all have their points of view they have to share. One 
commentary suggests, “Matthew’s story of Jesus emphasizes the abiding presence of God 
with humanity. This presence is manifested through Jesus Christ, who continues to be 
present on earth in and through the community of his followers.” 53 Matthew was trying 
to teach his understanding of what it meant to be a follower of Jesus to those who would 
listen. 


Matthew is a Jewish Christian, and he writes his Gospel for people like himself. 
He begins in a very Jewish way, by tracing the family line of Jesus all the way 
from Abraham, the founder of the nation, to David, its greatest king, and then 
down to Joseph, the husband of Mary and human father of Jesus. 54 

Matthew was one who experienced first hand the saving grace that Jesus offered. He like 

many others has been called to a lifetime of service to God. Jesus saw in Matthew more 

than a tax collector. Jesus sees in us, more than we are. Matthew, like any other person 

touched by Jesus, wanted to share his experiences with the world. Therefore, this gospel 

was written. Craig Blomberg writes: 

Matthew most likely wrote his Gospel for several reasons. (1) He wanted to 
convince non-Christian Jews of the truth of Christianity. (2) He sought to explain 
to Christians how their religion is the fulfillment of God’s promises and patterns 
of activity in the Old Testament. (3) He wanted to give young believers basic 
instructions in Christian living. (4) He wanted to encourage his church in the 
midst of persecution from hostile authorities in both Jewish and Roman circles. 
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(5) He desired to deepen Christian faith by supplying more details about Jesus’ 
words and works. 55 

All of these reasons are good reasons to write about the teachings and ministry of 
Jesus. Blomberg goes on to say, “Matthew’s Gospel shows the essential unity between 
the Old Testament and the New. . . . Matthew presents Jesus Christ as the One who 
fulfills the Old Testament promises and predictions. While Jesus is presented as the 
promised King, He is portrayed as a Servant King, ...” 56 Even though there are 
questions we may never have an answer to in the Bible and especially in the Book of 
Matthew, we should not doubt the one the story is all about. Again, Blomberg comments, 
“ Once Matthew’s text is interpreted in light of literary conventions of the day, which for 
the most part do not require modem standards of precision in reporting, we may fairly 
assume his accounts to be historically trustworthy.” 57 What would our story look like? 
What would be our reasons of telling it? Would people believe us? 

As was stated, the disciples, having in their mind earthly kingdoms, asked Jesus a 
question they have been wondering and even arguing about at times. Who is the greatest 
in the Kingdom of Heaven? Jesus could have lost his temper with the disciples. He had 
every right to do so. What a silly question to be asking in the midst of everything going 
on in and around the ministry of which Jesus was a part. The Kingdom of Heaven, or as it 
is found in Mark 10:14-15 and Luke 18:15-17, the Kingdom of God, is something that we 
get to be a part of in the future. It is a promise that we can hold on to when we are going 
through this life. However, the amazing thing is, it is something we can live into now. Jon 
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Ruthven explains it this way; “The Kingdom of God is the New Covenant relationship of 


being led by the Spirit into a ministry of life and power in intimacy with God in Christ 

Jesus.” 58 It is not only a promised future, but it is a present reality. Stuart Weber 

comments on this idea in an interesting way: 

The larger context of Matthew’s Gospel is a battle of cosmic proportion. From 
Genesis to Revelation, the great unifying theme of the Bible is the kingdom of 
God. In fact, Jesus told his disciples to pray first and foremost, to his Father about 
his Father’s kingdom. That is the fulfillment of the Father’s dream on this planet 
among human beings—his kingdom realized on earth as it is in heaven. That is at 
the core of the Bible from beginning to end. 59 

We get to experience the Kingdom as it is in Heaven now, here on earth. What a blessed 

thought. Ruthven continues, “the kind of revelation and power we have in this present 

age up to its end is the same kind of revelation and power we will have in heaven, 

because we are getting a part or a taste of this inheritance now, in this present age.” 60 

Instead of losing his cool, Jesus did what he always does and turns the moment in 

to a teaching moment, not just for his disciples then, but also for us now. Louis Barbieri 

notes that “In response Jesus took a little child ( paidion ), who had no rights according to 

the Law, and stood him in their midst.” 61 This is something that is confusing because in 

the first part of this chapter, we discussed the importance that was placed on children. It 

should be said that having children was very important. However, the children were 

nothing until they reached a certain age and became responsible for themselves. M.R. 

Vincent says in Word Studies In The New Testament , about the phrase “As this child, not 
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as this little child humbles himself, but shall make himself humble as this little child is 
lowly; shall willingly become by spiritual process what the child is by nature.” 62 The 
children were signs of fulfillment and of God’s favor, but that is as far as it went. 

Unfortunately, we are far from that point of view as it comes to children and the 
faith. Churches want children because they are a sign of a healthy future, but more times 
than not, the children are not allowed to be an active part of ministry. Blomburg 
comments: 

In first-century thought children were often very little esteemed. Jesus ascribes to 
them great value, but here his more immediate point is that would-be disciples 
must share their condition of utter dependence, in this case, on God. Without a 
recognition of one’s fundamental inability to save oneself and without a 
subsequent complete reliance on God’s mercy, no one can enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 63 

Sometimes as adults, we tend to think we can take care of ourselves. Sometimes 
we go so far as to say that we can save ourselves or at least, we can do something to 
make God proud of us and earn our way to heaven. We might think that we have the 
perfect plan for our own life and that putting our full trust in God is just a good thought 
and not a very good course of action. Jesus wants the complete opposite of that train of 
thought. Stuart Weber writes, “Jesus was not rejecting the positive aspects of adulthood, 
but the self-sufficiency, pride, sophisticated denial, and self-deception that are learned 
with years of practice in a sinful world.” 64 He is telling those first disciples and us today 
that we are to be totally dependent on God, just like a child is dependent on their parents 
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or some other adults in their life for all of their needs and to experience the Kingdom of 
God. This is what becoming as a child to experience the Kingdom of God now as well as 
in the future means. 

What a great concept for the church today. A child can be fully functional in the 
Kingdom of God. In John 14:12 it says, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in 
Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I 
go to My Father.” Then, here in Matthew 18:1-6, Jesus refers to the “little ones who 
believe” in Him. Could it be that Jesus is saying that children who believe in Him will do 
the miracles that Jesus had been doing and even greater miracles? This is the point this 
project will try to make. Maybe adults have trouble doing miracles because they do not 
believe in Jesus like the children. When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, as we read in 
Acts 2, Peter begins to quote from the book of Joel in verse 17 when he says, “And it 
shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all 
flesh.” When God says “All,” it does not mean all of those who are adults. It says all, 
which is to mean all flesh. Children and adults can experience power from the Holy Spirit. 

One question that may come up in some minds that should not be overlooked is 
the fact that there was a child close by that Jesus could call on to come into the middle of 
a teaching moment and not pushed to the background. Weber points out that “The 
child . . . was so simple in his trust of Jesus that he came when called, not knowing what 
Jesus wanted him for. He simply obeyed. He had not yet learned the art of self-assertion, 
pride, self-deception, and disobedience.” 65 Maybe that was part of the lesson as well. 
What if we had that kind of devotion, love, and trust in Jesus? What would our lives look 
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like with that kind of confidence in God? It is interesting the words Jesus used when 
talking to his disciples. When Jesus put the child in the middle of their group, Jesus said 
in Matthew 18 verses three and four, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted 
and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.” The disciples were looking to what they could get out of the Kingdom. In some 
way, they viewed the Kingdom as a commodity. 

The Greek word strepho is the word that is used when we see the word 
“converted.” It comes from a word that means “to twist” or “to turn around completely” 
or to even “go in reverse.” This same Greek word is used a total of six times in Matthew 
and the other five times the word is translated “turn” or “return.” Jesus wants the 
disciples then and now to turn from their way of thinking and acting in life. Again, the 
child was a perfect example of what it means to have faith and follow the directions that 
come from the Lord. The word that Jesus uses in verse four in Greek is tapeinoo. This 
word means “to make low” or “to bring low.” Another definition is “to be ranked below 
others who are honored or rewarded.” God is someone who is honored. We are not God. 
Our trust in God needs to grow like the trust a child has with those who are there to help 
the child. This same Greek word appears only two times in Matthew and each time it is 
used as “humble.” Jesus was really trying to teach something new here. We cannot save 
ourselves. The only way to be great through the lens of the Kingdom of Heaven is to 
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allow ourselves to be under the control of the Holy Spirit that God has given us in our 
lives. 66 


Conclusion 

One can only imagine now what that child did for the rest of their life after that 
moment with Jesus and the disciples. Purely speculating, that child probably grew up 
remembering that time and remembering the words that Jesus spoke. That child may have 
grown up to have children of their own and told them about the time Jesus called them 
out to use them to teach the disciples. Maybe they taught their children the same message. 
Nothing else is said about Samuel’s family, but it cannot be too far thinking to say that 
Samuel served as an inspiration to his brothers, sisters, parents, and his whole family. 
What a difference they may have made in the world for the Kingdom of God because of 
the faithfulness to God they saw in Samuel. 

These two sections lay the biblical foundation for the remainder of the project. 
Children were and still are important to Jesus and the work of the Kingdom of God. The 
Scriptures speak for themselves, but I hope the work that has gone into this chapter will 
serve in such a way as to help build up the idea that God uses children in the supernatural 
work of God. Even when society looks down on someone because of their age that does 
not mean that we in the church should so easily dismiss them. It would be shameful to 
know how many times we in the church have missed the word of God because we said 
that children should be seen and not heard or they are too young to be significant or they 
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have to grow up to be used by God. As the project stands now, these passages will help 
inform the context of the importance that God places on children, no matter the age. If we 
can only bring ourselves to trust God completely, great things will happen. Somewhere in 
our journey of life, we learn to not trust God and only do enough to make us look good. 
These Scriptures support the project that will help the church raise up a new generation of 
the faithful, the children. It is exciting to be a part of this and it is exciting to see how 
God will use this information. It is time for the church and our families to take a stand to 
commit to teaching our children the faith and teaching them how to hear God’s voice and 
what to do when it happens. 



CHAPTER THREE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Why is it that the study of history in some people’s minds is a waste of time? 

Some may see no point in it at all, saying it is a waste of time while others see the 
importance in studying the past in order to help make informed decisions for the present. 
Jon Ruthven helps by saying, 

A Note on how ‘history’ is done: All history is written from a point of view. 
Biblical history is dismissed by some secular academics because it is religious 
history, while they themselves also write from a profoundly religious point of 
view, which they view as superior: that is, atheism or agnosticism. 1 

Many people have given their entire lives to study history and we certainly benefit from 

their lifelong work. As it might be uncomfortable for some to study history, it is 

something we cannot escape. As much as we might wish history could change, the reality 

is history cannot be changed or altered. This does not mean it is not useful because, even 

though we cannot change the past, we can certainly learn from it. History helps us to see 

God’s hand in our lives from the present all the way back until before we were born. 

With knowing and being reminded of God’s care for us from the past and into the present, 

we can look to the future with no fear. 

As wonderful as it is to use history to help us see into our present, the sad reality 
is that often times we forget our history. This comes out of the fear of either our personal 

1 Jon Mark Ruthven, What’s Wrong With Protestant Theology’: Tradition v.v. Biblical Emphasis 
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or collective history or simply, a lack of respect for it. In full disclosure, I am one who at 
one time did not fully give history the respect that it deserves. I did not take the time to 
look into the past, but when I did, as I do now, there are usually one or two things that 
happened. First, in the study of history, what is happening today is often similar to what 
was happening in the past. It is sad to think there are times that we as people are making 
the same poor choices that those who came before us. In addition, we are not following 
their example when we find ourselves in the same boat. When I study history, I become 
so engrossed, I cannot stop. When one steps into the pages of history and realizes the 
importance of it, it is hard to step out. Gordon Heath quotes Colin Brown by saying, “We 
cannot get away from history any more than a fish swimming in the sea can get away 
from the water. Human beings live in history. History, no less than nature forms our 
environment. Things that happened in the past affect the course of the present.” 2 

As we look into the history of our faith, there are events that would be good to 
forget, but more than that, there are many events we need to remember. One fact from 
history that we need to reclaim is that God allows children to operate in the supernatural. 
More than this, children have proven to be more receptive to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. Adults tend to want to over analyze what God is doing. When it comes to children, 
quite the opposite happens. They believe God because God said it. It really is that simple. 
In this chapter and eventually in the entire project, the term “Supernatural” refers to the 
power and authority of God. Jesus operated in the supernatural power of God. He drove 
out demons, healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, made the lame to leap for joy, raised 
the dead, prayed, heard God’s voice, and did many other tremendous miracles. He also 

2 Gordon L. Heath, Doing Church History: A User-Friendly Introduction to Researching the 
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spoke God’s Word in love and did not allow opposition to turn him away from 
proclaiming the truth. What makes all of this even more amazing is that Jesus said in 
John 14:12, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he 
will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.” There 
have been people who have taken this to heart, believed it, and have done many signs, 
wonders, and miracles. Others like the thought, but do not operate in the supernatural. 
There have been some who have told others they are not allowed to do the things that 
Jesus commanded his followers to do because of one reason or another. The main 
question that will be explored is: can children experience the supernatural power of God 
and be used in ministry? By the completion of this chapter, we will find that the answer 
to this question is yes. Yes, children can experience this same power and yes, children 
have experienced this power. 

The project focus is “Training Children in a United Methodist Church to Hear 
From God and Minister to Adults.” With the exception of just a few cases, there has not 
been a lot of material found dealing with children experiencing God in supernatural ways 
within The United Methodist Church. There is plenty of information, however, from 
other denominations from within the Christian faith. Why is this? One reason may be 
because we as United Methodists have forgotten our history. For some, we have allowed 
the love of tradition and rules to wipe out our history. A person that worshipped in a 
United Methodist congregation once said in a conversation about being led by the Holy 
Spirit that she has “always been a United Methodist” and she never heard of the Holy 
Spirit. She was saying this in a tone that suggested that being a traditional United 
Methodist trumped the Holy Spirit. She has truly forgotten our history. This does not 
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reflect every United Methodist’s viewpoint of course, but the sad reality is that it might 

represent more brothers and sisters in the church than we are willing to admit. For the 

longest time, children have been told to be quiet or they would be in trouble. We have 

replaced Bibles with iPods so they can play a game just long enough until the worship is 

over. We might let them say a prayer from time to time, just to be nice. We want our 

churches filled with children, if they can follow our rules. We certainly have forgotten 

our history. Often times though, the Holy Spirit does not fit into our nice, orderly box. 

Even as the early church was being formed, we see that children were included in 

the life of the church. More than that, they were allowed to experience God’s presence in 

their life and make their own decision to follow God. Mary Jane Pierce Norton writes in a 

book for parents and adult leaders of children going through confirmation, 

Most of those baptized/confirmed in the early church were adults. As a new faith 
tradition, many were converts, coming to the faith as adults. But we do have 
accounts of families-including children-being baptized all together and becoming 
part of the body of believers. In the book of Acts in the New Testament, we read 
of all in Lydia’s household being baptized and brought into the faith together. 

And we read about the same thing happening with the Philippian jailer. We can 
also surmise from the writing of early Christians that infants and children were 
being baptized along with adults. 3 

A child experiencing the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit is all throughout 
our history. In his “Letter to the Reverend Dr. Conyers Middleton,” John Wesley quotes 
the early church father, Cyprian [c. 200-258] as saying “Besides the visions of the night, 
even in the daytime, innocent children among us are filled with the Holy Spirit; and in 
ecstasies see, and hear, and speak those things by which God is pleased to admonish and 
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instruct us.” 4 In France, in 1754, during a very dark time in history, something amazing 

happened. Even though there was widespread persecution against the Protestants where 

some 22,000 people were slaughtered, the Holy Spirit was moving and it was the children 

who were responding. Charles Schmitt recounts, 

Huguenots, concentrated in the Cevennes Mountains of southern France, 
experienced a powerful move of the Holy Spirit in their midst during this period. 
They testified, “God has nowhere in the Scriptures concluded Himself from 
dispensing again the extraordinary gifts of His Spirit unto men.” An unusual work 
of the Spirit was seen in the Spirit of prophecy that rested on young children. 
Children as young as three years old prophesied the word of the Lord with fluency 
and clarity. 5 

John Arnott, one of the founding pastors and presidents of Catch the Fire and Overseers 

of Pastors in Harvest Network of churches, writes 

As we look into the history of past revivals, we see that they often begin with 
young people. There is good reason for this. Youth possess a vibrancy and are 
willing to risk new ways of doing things. Their idealism has not been deflated by 
the cynicism of life. The Welsh Revival was led by Evan Roberts, a 22-year-old- 
coal miner being mentored by his pastor in Biblical studies. His worship leader in 
these amazing meetings was his 16- year- old sister. George Whitfield was 21 
years old when he first crossed the Atlantic to conduct meetings during the Great 
Awakening, and spoke to many thousands in open-air meetings. 6 

This is our history to which we all belong. It is time we embrace it. 


John Wesley’s Experiences with the Moravians 

Over time, there have been many revivals that have taken place. Some of these 
revivals took place in individual families, churches, and communities. On occasion, these 
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revivals reached even further. Tony Cauchi comments that through all the revivals, there 


were “six massive movements of the Holy Spirit.” We now call some of the movements 

Great Awakenings. The first was in August of 1727. At that time, there was an 

outpouring that occurred in the Moravian church. Tony continues, 

On Wednesday, 13th August, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the whole 
assembly. During the communion service, loud weeping drowned out the singing. 
An electric anointing flowed through all those present with inexpressible joy and 
love as they all shared the bread and wine, knowing they were baptized into one 
Spirit. The scene was so moving that the pastor could hardly tell what he saw or 
heard. 7 

It was not just the adults who experienced the Holy Spirit. A few days later, the Holy 

Spirit fell on the children. John Greenfield writes, 

But there was also an outpouring among the children. The children of both sexes 
felt a most powerful impulse to prayer. A meeting of the children took place in the 
evening of the 26 th of August, and on the 29 th , from the hours of ten o’clock at 
night until one the following morning, the girls from Herrnhut and Berthelsdorf 
spent these hours in praying, singing, and weeping. The boys were at the same 
time engaged in earnest prayer in another place. The spirit of prayer and 
supplication at that time poured out upon the children was so powerful that it is 
impossible to give an adequate description of it in words. Another eye-witness 
says: “I cannot ascribe the case of the great awakening of the children at Herrnhut 
to anything but the wonderful outpouring of the Spirit of God upon the 
communicant congregation assembled on that occasion. The breezes of the Spirit 
pervaded at that time equally both young and old.” 8 

Nowadays, a typical revival will be on a calendar. It will come and go with a good story 

or two of the amazing things God did. Maybe, just maybe, someone might have accepted 

Jesus or felt the overwhelming presence of the Holy Spirit. This was not the case of the 
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revival that was just starting in this town. Benjamin Schafer writes about one of the 

amazing after effects of the initial move of the Holy Spirit. He says, 

On August 26, only thirteen days after the community revival began, 48 
Hermhuterians voluntarily committed to form a day and night prayer chain, which 
became known as the “Hourly Intercession.” The team was comprised of 24 men 
and 24 women, each one of them praying for one hour a day, which resulted in at 
least two people praying fervently at the same time. The shifts were assigned by 
the casting of the lot. The average age of the people praying was around 30 years 
of age; however, even children enthusiastically participated. As a matter of fact, 7 
of the 24 women who agreed to the daily hour of prayer were girls whose names 
appear in numerous documentations in connection with the Hermhut children 
awakening. 9 

What is so amazing to note is the average age of those who agreed to be the prayer 
warriors. In addition to this, the children not only had their own time of praying where 
many wonderful things happened, they even participated in the adult prayer time. This 
prayer meeting lasted for 100 years. How did we get so far from this? Sadly, in many 
churches today, children are not thought of as being vessels of the supernatural ministry 
of God. We tend to think they cannot understand or deal with what God wants to do in 
our midst. Yet, we just read an account where children had their own meeting where 
there was singing, weeping, and some who were engaged in honest, heart-felt prayers. 
What would our churches look like if this were to happen today? To add to this point, 
Bruce Hindmarsh states, “Young people were of crucial importance in early America, too. 
During the Great Awakening, local revival began first among the young people in 


9 Benjamin Schafer, “Zinzendorf, the Moravian Revival and Unceasing Prayer,” A Yearning 
Hearts Journey: Musings From the Secret Place At The Feet of Jesus, 2016, accessed August 8, 2016, 
http://yeamingheartsjourney.blogspot.com/2011/06/zinzendorf-moravian-re vival-and.html. 



66 

Elizabethtown, Boston, Bridgewater, Lyme, New Concord, Philadelphia, Ipswich, 
Woodstock, Easthampton, and several other places—before it spread to the adults.” 10 

John Wesley, at one time in his life, really struggled with his faith. He grew up in 
the home of a clergyman. When he was older, John, his brother Charles, and some others 
started what is known as the Holy Club in order that their faith and service to the Lord 
would be strengthened. He ultimately went to Georgia as a missionary, but did not have 
much success. Daniel Jennings comments about Wesley’s life up to this point, “During 
this whole time Wesley was plagued by a deep, intense spiritual void that he sensed in his 
heart.” 11 During his travels, it was a group of Moravians that he had met who really 
impacted his faith. This moment in history was a turning point for this man named John 
Wesley and all of those who have followed. It was only after his now famous heart¬ 
warming experience with the Moravians that he finally had the joy of knowing Jesus 
Christ as his Savior. He eventually began to preach outdoors sometimes traveling many 
thousands of miles a year and preaching as much as he could. What makes this even more 
exciting is that John Wesley kept a journal of his travels. These are very important now 
as we can see into his thoughts, prayers, and experiences. 


10 Bruce Hindmarsh, “Let the Little Children Come to Me,” Christianity Today, May 27, 2009, 
accessed August 9, 2016, http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/2009/may/let-little-children-come-to- 
me.html. 


11 Daniel R. Jennings, The Supernatural Occurrences of John Wesley (Sean Multimedia, 2012), 1. 
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John Wesley’s Experiences of Children and the Supernatural 

The main source about Wesley’s encounters that will be used in this chapter is a 

book from David Walters. 12 In his book, David has done fairly extensive research into 

John Wesley’s journal about his encounters with children experiencing the supernatural 

power of God. These experiences will be shared and discussed. Our history will be 

remembered in order that we might live in to the future God has in store for us all. What 

did John Wesley experience as he went from town to town? It is hard for us to 

comprehend how God allowed children to experience God’s amazing power. 

Furthermore, it is not far fetched to say what John Wesley saw really surprised him at 

first. One can almost feel that as time progressed on, instead of being surprised, it was 

something for which John continually looked. Seeing God move in the lives of the 

children was an astonishing thing to witness and Cyprian witnessed it and now John 

Wesley. It seems that in some churches, this is beginning to be seen again. However, let 

us see some of what John Wesley saw during his ministry. 

29/5/1737. Indeed about this time we observed the Spirit of God move upon the 
minds of many of the children. They began more carefully to attend to the things 
that were spoken, both at home and at church, and a remarkable seriousness 
appeared in their whole behavior and conversation. 13 

When the Spirit of God began to move, there was a difference in the lives of the 
children. They began to hunger more for God and the Word of God. They began to listen 


12 In my own research, David Walters kept coming up and had a lot of material concerning 
children being used by God in supernatural ways. I contacted David Walters and in our conversations 
through email, he offered to send me his book. David Walters, Children Aflame With the Spirit: Amazing 
Historical Accounts of Wesleyan-Methodist Revivals and Modern Revivals with Children in the Ministry of 
David Walters (Macon, GA: Good News Fellowship Ministries, 2014). 

13 Walters, 7. 
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to everything that was being said. It no longer was playtime; it was a time to be serious 
toward God. At one point in his ministry, John Wesley shared about doing a funeral for a 
little girl. This is what he wrote: 

16/9/1744.1 buried, near the same place, one who has soon finished her course, 
going to God in the full assurance of faith, when she was little more than four 
years old. 14 

How many times have we heard of very young children saying that they want to 

accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior and to be baptized, but we as the adults play it off 

as something cute? This has happened several times in ministry and more times than not, 

the parents are asked to wait until the child grows more and fully understands what they 

are doing. John Wesley here in this journal entry says that the little girl was going to God 

in the full assurance of faith. Another example that happened several years later points to 

the same conclusion, children can know God, even at a very young age. 

27/1/1771.1 buried the remains of Joan Turner, who spent all her last hours in 
rejoicing and praising God, and died full of faith and the Holy Ghost, at three and 
a half years old. 15 

Both of these examples sound like something that is read at the funeral of an older 
adult who had done many great things, but this is not the case. How many children are 
having God-sized experiences that would benefit them and the church, but the church 
does not recognize it or dismisses it because of their age? Our history must be recovered. 

On April 24, 1746, John Wesley writes about going to see and ask about a little 
boy. It appears that he may have already heard about him, but nevertheless, this is what 
he wrote: 


14 Walters, 14. 

15 Walters, 31. 
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I inquired more particularly of Mrs. Nowens, concerning her little son. She said, 
“He appeared to have continual fear of God, and an awful sense of His 
presence; . . . The day before he went to a little girl and said, “Polly, you and I 
must go to prayers: Don’t mind your doll: Kneel down now I must go to prayers, 
God bids me.” When the Holy Ghost teaches, is there any delay in learning? This 
child was then just three years old. A year or two later he died in peace. 16 

All of Mr. Wesley’s journal entries are amazing, especially as it relates to God 

moving in the lives of the children. However, this particular entry really speaks to a lot of 

what is going on in the church today. The church, for the most part, is good about 

allowing children into the church building. Nevertheless, we tend to give them a puzzle, 

coloring sheet, or a game in order to keep their interest drawn to something in order for 

them not to interrupt what is happening in worship. This three year old, completely 

guided by God, went to a little girl and told her they needed to pray. Instead of giving 

them something to play with, this young boy told the girl not to worry about the doll 

because the prayer time was more important. 

How many adults have visions of heaven or something that God wants them to 

do? There are a few churches that expect that to happen and when someone has a vision 

or a word from the Lord, they go to others in the church, pray about, and after 

determining that it is a word for everyone, then they are to share it. People, especially 

children, having visions became something that was expected by John Wesley. These 

next two examples show how young children did have visions and they were not afraid to 

tell others what they saw. 

July 29, 1759. — When sermon was ended, one brought good tidings to Mr. B. 
from Grandchester, that God had there broken down seventeen persons, last week, 
by the singing of hymns only; and that a child, seven years old, sees many visions, 


16 Walters, 14-15. 
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and astonishes the neighbors with her innocent, awful manner of declaring them. 
(WJW2:11) 17 

August 6, 1759. — About five in the afternoon I heard them singing hymns. Soon 
after, Mr. B. came up, and told me, Alice Miller (fifteen years old) was fallen into 
a trance. I went down immediately, and found her sitting on a stool, and leaning 
against the wall, with her eyes open and fixed upward. 18 

For the most part, we in the church today might play this off as just daydreaming 

or a fad of some kind. Some may say that this does not happen in our church. It is hard to 

argue this point. It does not happen because we fail to see. We have not taught our 

children to hear the voice of the Lord. On the other hand, some children are hearing 

God’s voice, like Samuel, but they do not realize it and we do not expect it, l ik e Eli! We 

have cursed them without even knowing what we are doing. Mark Harper notes how 

Wesley himself noticed this deep desire in the children that he came into contact with. 

January 17, 1772. (Hertford) I found the poor children whom Mr. A kept at school 
were increased to about thirty boys and girls. I went in immediately to the girls. 

As soon as I began to speak, some of them burst into tears, and their emotion rose 
higher and higher. But it was kept within bounds until I began to pray ... A cry 
then arose, which spread from one to another, till almost all cried aloud for mercy, 
and would not be comforted. But how the scene was changed when I went to the 
boys! They seemed as dead as stones, and scarce appeared to mind anything that 
was said, nay, some of them could hardly refrain from laughter . . . However, I 
spoke on, and set before them the terrors of the Lord. Presently one was cut to the 
heart, soon after another, and another. In ten minutes the far greater part of them 
were affected as the girls had been. Except at Kingswood, I have seen not such 
work of God upon children for above thirty years. 19 

Several generations have been raised not knowing how to be open to the 

supernatural power of God. Children have the supernatural until we teach it out of them. 


17 Jennings, 134-135. 

18 Jennings, 139-140. 

19 Mark Harper, CFA1TH: Freedom In The Word, History Of Children In Revival, 2016. (accessed 
August 8, 2016), http://www.cfaith.com/index.php/blog/19-articles/faith/15100-history-of-children-in- 
revival. 
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This seemed to have been happening in the time of John Wesley as well. Just read these 

words from John Wesley and you can feel the anger. 

6/4/1772. (Manchester) In the afternoon I drank some tea at A.O. But how was I 
shocked. The children that used to cling about me, and drink in every word, had 
been to a boarding-school! There they had unlearned all religion, and even 
seriousness; and they learned pride, vanity, affection, and whatever could guard 
them against the knowledge and love of God! Methodist parents, who would send 
your girls headlong to hell, send them to a fashionable boarding school. 20 

Children, in their faith, hear the Lord, see visions, believe in healings, and know 

there is a great need for the world to know Jesus. Think about Alice Miller for a moment 

from the second example from above. At one point during a conversation with John 

Wesley, she appeared to be happy while at another point; she seemed to be deeply 

troubled or afraid. Finally at the end, John asked her why she was so sad and to whom 

she wanted to give the glory of God. This is her response: “Ministers that cry aloud to the 

world: Else they will be proud; and then God will leave them, and they will lose their 

own souls (WJW2:11).” 21 How many would hear this from anyone, especially a child 

who was fifteen years old? We will not hear until we have the undeniable relationship 

with Jesus Christ and allow the Holy Spirit to flow through us. 

One more example of how the power of God is felt even in children is given by 

David Walters as he is quoting from Wesley’s journal. 

8/6/1784.1 came to Stockton-on-Tees. Here I found an uncommon work of God 
among the children. Many of them from six to fourteen years, were under serious 
impressions, and earnestly desirous to save their souls. There were upwards of 
sixty who constantly came to be examined and appeared to be greatly 
awakened. . . . The fire kindled and ran from heart to heart, till few, if any, were 


20 Walters, 33. 

21 Jennings, 140. 
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unaffected. . . . Thus the flame spreads to those of riper years; till at length they 
all know Him, and praise Him, from the least unto the greatest. 22 

Children being empowered by the Holy Spirit to do supernatural ministry is a part 

of our Methodist history. When is the church of today going to remember their history? It 

is past time to start finding uncommon works of God among the children again. We need 

our children to realize who they are and whose they are. We need the fire rekindled. 

There are other instances that show how children time and time again exhibited and lived 

in the supernatural power of God. Bruce Hindmarsh speaks of a revival that started 

because the adults who were in charge could no longer silence the children. 

The revival in central Europe began when school-age children of Protestant 
parents were not willing, like their elders, to be silenced and marginalized by their 
Catholic rulers. The children at Sprottau (near Glogau) began to meet in the open 
fields outside the town at daybreak and two or three more times a day. They 
would form a circle and pray—sometimes lying prostrate—and then sing 
Lutheran hymns, read Psalms and devotional texts, and close with a blessing. . . . 
Soon the adults were gathering and forming a circle around the children. As the 
children sang and prayed, the adults wept. . . . Revival soon spread to the 
surrounding towns and villages. 23 

What is so amazing about this story is that this is the revival that eventually spread to 
start the Moravian revival, which in turn affected John Wesley. John Wigger, in his book, 
American Spirit: Francis Asbury & the Methodist, comments about how Francis Asbury 
noticed that those of an younger age could posses what was needed to be an itinerant 
preacher. 

Thomas Lyell was only fifteen years old when he preached before a crowd of four 
thousand to five thousand people at a quarterly meeting in 1790. After saving 
enough money to buy a horse, Lyell joined the traveling connection in 1792. His 
first appointment was on the Frederick circuit in Virgina with Thomas Scott, who 
was only twenty one or twenty two and who had joined the traveling connection 


22 Walters, 39-40. 


23 Hindmarsh, “Let the Little Children Come to Me.” 
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three years before. Between them, “a circuit of very considerable extent, and of 
very great importance was committed to the supervision and care of two youths, 
or rather a youth and a boy,” Lyell later remembered. Membership increased by 
two hundred within the bounds of the circuit during the year, ... 24 

This flame Wesley and others found kindled in the children and spread to 

everyone has been and continues to be a recipe for revival and it was not contained within 

those called Methodists. Joel Beeke says, “During the Great Awakening in Scotland, 

prayer meetings often began with children, then spread to adults.” 25 What other words do 

we need for us to understand the importance of having children involved in the worship 

life of the church? If this has happened in our history, what says it cannot happen once 

again? It is going to take prayer, faith, and courage to allow the Holy Spirit to move once 

again in our churches. 


Conclusion 

One can see by now that children have been and still can be used in the 
supernatural. It will not be until the church realizes its history that this kind of outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit is seen again. This is starting to happen in other denominations of 
churches within the Christian faith. The churches that are growing are churches that 
recognize and follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit. It cannot go unnoticed that the 
United Methodist Church, in America, is losing members. Is this a connection? Some 
would dare to say yes. The sad fact is that there are some people in the pews in United 
Methodist Churches who do not want to change because it has always been the way they 


24 John Wigger, American Saint: Francis Asbury & The Methodist, (New York, NY: Oxford 
University Press, 2009), 208. 

25 Joel R. Beeke, Church Prayer Leaders Network, “Resources,” Prayer and Revival in the Church, 
PrayerShop Publishing, 2012, accessed June 30, 2014, http://www.prayerleader.com/resources/prayer- 
leader-central/prayer-meetings/pm-and-revival. 
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like it. A deeper look into our history as United Methodists will show that we are a long 
way off from the way it has always been. We are so far away from the church of John 
Wesley’s day. It would be a wonder if he could recognize it at all. However, not all is lost, 
yet. There are a few rays of hope coming from within the United Methodist Church. 
People are steering away from the present reality and desiring the Holy Spirit to have full 
control in our church meetings. Some are trying to get back to the way things were. There 
are some who are having the desire for true revival. Even though there is not a lot of 
material on the matter from a United Methodist perspective, the importance that God 
places on children is being celebrated. Stories are being told of how children are doing 
great things for the Kingdom of God. 

This Historical Foundation chapter, along with the Biblical Foundations chapter 

serves as the groundwork of showing others within The United Methodist Church that 

God is not done yet with our children. This chapter has shown that our history as 

Christians within the United Methodists has God’s hand all in it. It will also be a source 

to turn to when others, who are not familiar with our history, begin to question the 

importance of a project like this. The plan is to build off of this history that we might live 

into another spiritual revival within The United Methodist Church. As we have seen, the 

beginning of that revival is in our children. In the Bible and church history God has 

moved supernaturally in and through children. 

Ted Smith offers a look at the importance of children in the midst of another 

revival. Also, he adds what can happen if the voices of the children are silenced. He says, 

Boys and girls as young as five offered public exhortations in the revivals that 
rolled across Kentucky in the first years of the nineteenth century. Revival beliefs 
and practices combined with existing patterns of childhood to open up 
possibilities for authorized exhortation by children. Children seized those 
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possibilities to play a large role in the revivals — and an even larger role in the 
stories told about the revivals. Boosters appealed to exhortation by children as the 
miracle that proved legitimacy. Scoffers used children’s exhortations to define 
revival as fraudulent and disorderly. Exhortation by children diminished rapidly 
in the wake of the 1801 meeting at Cane Ridge. Some revival leaders repudiated 
exhortation by children. Others began to consider naturalistic explanations. Most 
significantly, organizers aiming at more general reform changed camp meetings 
in ways that closed down the conditions that allowed widespread exhortation by 
children. By 1810 the practice had largely disappeared. By the 1840s the 
convergence in practice was matched by a convergence in belief. Both those who 
had supported revival and those who had opposed it agreed that the past speech 
and present silence of children helped establish the church in Kentucky. 26 

What a sad statement to make. There were some who wanted to change the camp 

meetings to deplete the right conditions to help children feel moved by the Holy Spirit to 

teach and preach. What a joy it must have been to see and experience the outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit like that in the lives of the children. Joy Dawson, in her book The Fire of 

God, shares a wonderful testimony of what the power of God can do in and through 

children. She shares, 

In 1859, in Ulster, Ireland, during a school class in the town of Coloraine, a boy 
came under such deep conviction of sin, that a kind teacher sent him home with 
another boy who was a Christian. On the way home, the Christian boy led the 
troubled boy to Christ. Immediately they returned to the class, and the new 
convert said to the teachers, “I am so happy. I have the Lord Jesus in my heart.” 
This testimony had a remarkable effect as boy after boy rose and left the class. 
The teacher found them kneeling and praying around the courtyard, each apart. 
The sound of their cries of conviction reached the girls’ schoolroom, which 
resulted in the whole school being on their knees in deep conviction. Soon, 
parents and friends were alerted and arrived. Along with the teachers, everyone 
came under the influence of this outpouring of the Holy Spirit as they sought for 
peace with God. This went on until 11pm, with the help of ministers who were 
asked to come. These happenings stirred the whole district. 27 


26 Ted A. Smith, "Out Of the Mouth Of Babes: Exhortation By Children And The Great Revival in 
Kentucky." Practical Matters: A Journal Of Religious Practices and Practical Theology, October 9, 2009. 
Accessed December 14, 2015. http://wp.me/p6QAmj-nZ. 

27 Joy Dawson, The Fire of God: Discovering Its Many Life-Changing Purposes. (Shippensburg, 
PA: Destiny Image Publishers, Inc., 2005), 105. 
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Can you just imagine that happening today? Unfortunately, it is hard to picture that 
happening in today’s environment. We are so concentrated on the time because we just 
do not have enough any more. We have to be involved in so much that it takes away from 
the things that matter the most. In a way, we cannot let the Holy Spirit go free because we 
have to go here and there in our business. What would that do to our schedules? 

It cannot go without saying that even though God can move and work in the lives 
of our children, they need to be in a place where they hear and sense God’s Word. The 
parents have to help guide them to be in that right place physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually. There are some who say that God is preparing for another Great Awakening. 
Bruce Hindmarsh adds to this conversation by saying, “wherever the church is growing 
most rapidly around the world today, evangelical forms of Christianity are again taking 
root among the rising generation.” 28 

If we do not open our hearts, take the time to pray, and allow for God to use our 
children, then we will miss it. We will be just l ik e those in these examples who 
complained about the children being too loud or unruly. As Agatha Bowley and Michael 
Townroe say, “For the spiritual life of the father and mother, their prayer and worship 
during courtship and marriage, will obviously have repercussions of one sort or another 
on the spiritual development of their children.” 29 It is past time for us to think that 
someone else will teach our children. If we do not step up to the task and help our 
children live into their true identity as children of God, then someone or something will 
and then we run the risk of losing our children forever. It is an overwhelming, yet 

28 Hindmarsh, “Let the Little Children Come to Me.” 

29 Agatha H. Bowley and Michael Townroe, The Spiritual Development of the Child (Edinburgh 
and London, England: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., 1953), 3. 
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rewarding responsibility that God has given to the church. There has to be an 
understanding that the church needs children and the children need the church. Through 
this entire project our needing each other and our corporate dependence on God will 
become apparent. 



CHAPTER FOUR 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 


“The children are the future of the church,” is a phrase often heard in churches 
having many children or is heard as a cry from churches having no children at all. Sadly, 
those who make a statement like this may not really want children to be a part of the 
worship life of the church. These churchgoers would rather have children as symbols of 
God’s blessings on the church well into the future. Unfortunately, another statement that 
is heard in families as well as churches is “Children are meant to be seen and not heard.” 
What kind of message does this send to children when they are not given a place so 
adults can fill their space? What impact does this truly have on the future of the church? 
This is part of the problem that this project addresses. What would happen if children 
were not asked to be quiet, but taught, trained, and released to experience the Holy Spirit 
and to minister in the Holy Spirit’s power? 

We would be remiss to believe this only happens in local churches in the United 
States, but sadly, as Jennifer Toledo discovered, it happens all over. She saw things on 
her first trip to Bungoma, Kenya that “left her forever changed.” She said, “children 
could be seen living alone on the streets with no one to take care of them.” What made 
matters worse was that it was carried into the churches. She said that the “children were 
virtually invisible in most of the churches” she stated upon visiting. You can empathize 
in the words that she writes of her first experiences in the churches there. 
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Pastors commonly “shooed” the kids away to make space for the adults. When 
asked how many people attended their church, the pastors rarely even counted the 
children. Most shocking of all, many people believed children should not even be 
allowed to get saved until they were adults, a belief I later discovered was 
common in many other places in the world. 1 

In the Old Testament passage for the Biblical Foundations for this project from 1 

Samuel chapter 3, we read of a boy who hears a voice calling out to him, and we can 

imagine this is not the first occurrence. Sometime during the night and day, Eli would 

call for some kind of assistance from this boy Samuel and being faithful, Samuel would 

answer every time. One night though, while lying down to sleep, something very 

different happened. Even though the Word of the Lord was rare, it was the child Samuel 

who heard Him call out. However, Samuel did not realize it was the Lord calling him 

because he did not yet know the Lord. This leads to an interesting question, how does one 

know the Lord? Jon Ruthven explains how one can know the Lord. He says, 

There are at least 134 passages of Scripture showing how one knows the Lord. In 
the Old Testament it is in every case because God revels himself either by his 
miracle power or by his word given directly to an individual. In the New 
Testament, God revels himself in a similar way-that is, the gospel is announced in 
“deed and word” (Luke 24:19; Romans 15:18; Hebrews 2:4). In fact, the Gospel 
of John seems to have been written to refute the prevailing Jewish notion that a 
knowledge of God was a matter of studying Torah and the teachings of the rabbis, 
instead of being reveled directly to the human heart. 2 

Samuel thought it was like any other time and he ran to Eli to see what he needed. It was 

the adult Eli, the High Priest, who kept telling Samuel to go back to bed because it was 

not Eli calling him. It is possible that Eli told Samuel to return to bed because as Robert 

Bergen points out, “Eli essentially was blind to the possibility of the Lord’s revealing 


1 Jennifer Toledo, Children and the Supernatural: True Accounts of Kids Unlocking the Power of 
God Through Vision, Healing, and Miracles (Lake Mary, FL: Charisma House, 2012), 1. 

2 Jon Mark Ruthven, What’s Wrong With Protestant Theology’: Tradition vs. Biblical Emphasis 
(Tulsa, OK: Word & Spirit Press, 2013), 137. 
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himself in a personal manner. Eventually, however, the elderly priest came to understand 


that the Lord was calling the youth and advised him to respond submissively.” 3 This 
same situation occurred a second time and then a third. Finally, Eli realizes that God is 
the one calling Samuel and after instructing him on what to say, God speaks again and 
Samuel is confident to answer. What if Eli would have told Samuel that children are 
meant to be seen and not heard? In his book, What’s Wrong With Protestant Theology, 
Jon Ruthven has a section titled, “The Emphasis on God’s Word of Power: The Central 
Theme of the Period of the Kings.” Within this section, he talks about Samuel as an 
example of one who hears God’s voice. God’s word of power comes through the Holy 
Spirit and it can come to kids, as Samuel demonstrates. 4 

The New Testament Foundational Scripture is based on Matthew 18:1-6. In this 
passage, Jesus is asked, “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of God?” The disciples 
were waiting for Jesus to give them a specific name or an illustration on how wonderful 
the disciples were, but were surprised by his answer. Instead of losing his patience with 
the disciples, Jesus habitually turns the moment into a teaching moment, not only for his 
disciples then, but also for us now. Louis Barbieri notes, “In response Jesus took a little 
child ( paidion ), who had no rights according to the Law, and stood him in their midst.” 5 
Jesus began talking about becoming like a child, and amazingly, he brought a child into 
their circle. It would be safe to assume that children were near him and followed him. 


3 Robert D. Bergen, 1, 2 Samuel, vol. 7, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman 
& Holman Publishers, 1996), 86. 

4 Ruthven, 78-92. 

5 Louis A. Barbieri, Jr., “Matthew,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 
Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 ( Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 61. 
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In the Historical Foundations chapter, we explored the main question, “Can 

children experience the Supernatural power of God, and minister to adults?” This refers 

to the move of God in and through the presence of the Holy Spirit. In his journals, John 

Wesley wrote about such encounters of children experiencing the supernatural. 

29/5/1737. Indeed about this time we observed the Spirit of God move upon the 
minds of many of the children. They began more carefully to attend to the things 
that were spoken, both at home and at church, and a remarkable seriousness 
appeared in their whole behavior and conversation. 6 

This is merely one of many occurrences, but seeing God move in the lives of 
children was an astonishing thing to witness in John Wesley’s time. It seems that in some 
churches, this is beginning to be seen again. When the Spirit of God begins to move, 
there is a difference in the lives of those who feel that movement. The wonderful part of 
this is that children can feel that movement of God as well. They no longer hunger just 
for the food they get at a youth meeting. They begin to hunger more for God and the 
Word of God. They begin to listen to everything that is being said. No longer is it 
playtime; it is a serious and sacred time to commune with God. Have those in the United 
Methodist Church forgotten this? It is unfortunate many have overlooked this part of our 
history. 

The project focus is “Training Children in a United Methodist Church to Hear 
From God and Minister to Adults.” This is coming from the problem of our forgotten 
history. A person that worshipped in a United Methodist congregation once said in a 
conversation about being lead by the Holy Spirit that she has “always been a United 
Methodist” and she never heard of the Holy Spirit. She was saying this in a tone that 

6 David Walters, Children Aflame With the Spirit: Amazing Historical Accounts ofWesleyan- 
Methodist Revivals and Modern Revivals with Children in the Ministry of David Walters (Macon, GA: 
Good News Fellowship Ministries, 2014), 7. 
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suggested that being a traditional United Methodist trumped the Holy Spirit. The project 
addresses the problem that children are thought of as not being able to do supernatural 
ministry. Jon Ruthven states, “The core experience in Scripture is the 
word/voice/message of God spoken directly into one’s heart.” 7 The thesis of this project 
is yes, this does happen, and it is not age specific. Meaning, children can do this. Has the 
church put an age limit on those who can and should read the Scripture or hear God’s 
voice? Continuing with this thought, has the church put an age limit on those who can 
and should experience the Holy Spirit? Has the church succeeded in out-dating the Holy 
Spirit? Is the Holy Spirit only contained in the events of the past and the stories we read 
in the Bible? Is the Holy Spirit moving and acting presently and in the time to come? If 
the latter question is answered in the affirmative, then the question remains, can the Holy 
Spirit move and act in and through children? These questions stem from issues people 
have about who the Holy Spirit is, what the Holy Spirit can do, and who can be 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. This Theological Foundation chapter will deal with these 
issues regarding the Holy Spirit. 


Pneumatology 

Before we can discuss how the Holy Spirit can and does use children to do 
supernatural ministry, we have to come to an understanding of whom the Holy Spirit is 
and what the Holy Spirit does. From a United Methodist perspective, it is in our history. 
Bishop Stokes has written, “We United Methodists share with all Christians in believing 
in the Holy Spirit. We believe that God is not only ‘high and lofty,’ (Isaiah 6:1) but also 


7 Ruthven, 38. 
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nearer than hands and feet and closer to us than breathing.” 8 However, there is debate 
among theologians and believers throughout every Protestant denomination on the 
subject of the Holy Spirit. Some will bend in their convictions because of the pressures of 
this world. However, Bill Johnson is not one of them. He writes in his book, When 
Heaven Invades Earth , 

By far the greatest gift ever received by us in the Holy Spirit Himself. Those who 
discover the value of His presence enter realms of intimacy with God never 
previously considered possible. Out of this vital relationship arises a ministry of 
power that formerly was only a dream. The incomprehensible becomes possible 
because He is with us. 9 

Greg Henrick says “[The Holy Spirit’s] primary ministry is to mediate the presence of 
Christ and the knowledge of God to the believer.” 10 The reality is that this statement is 
debated even among those who would be considered as leaders in the church. 

For a period of time in history, it appeared that the Holy Spirit was not even 
mentioned. Why mention something you do not understand? Many had something to say 
on the subject of the Holy Spirit. Those who were not afraid to speak of their 
understanding of the Holy Spirit were people like Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and John 
Calvin. Norman Geisler notes “Augustine (354-430) stressed the work of the Spirit to 
call depraved, dead-in-sin humans to new life in Christ.” 11 New life is something we all 
need. Other works no doubt came about during this time and following. However, Geisler 
makes note that almost 900 years later, another great theologian, “Thomas Aquinas 


8 Mark B. Stokes, Major United Methodist Beliefs. (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1998), 50. 

9 Bill Johnson, When Heaven Invades Earth: A Practical Guide to a Life of Miracles. 
(Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishers, Inc. 2003), 74. 

10 Greg Herrick, An Introduction to Christian Belief: Pneumatology: The Holy Spirit. Copyright 
©1996-2006 Bible.org, reprinted with permission. Accessed November 15, 2014. 

11 Norman L. Geisler, Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics , Baker Reference Library 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999), 328. 
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(1224-1274) . . . believed that no one ever comes to faith in Christ apart from a special, 

gracious work of the Holy Spirit.” 12 This is a very important part of the significance of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives. Without the Holy Spirit, we can never be like Jesus. In fact, 

we can never really know Jesus. Bill Johnson says it like this, “The Holy Spirit comforts 

us, gives us gifts, reminds us of what Jesus has said, and clothes us with power. But He 

does all this to make us like Jesus.” 13 Almost 300 years later, another theologian came 

forward, giving his thoughts. Geisler continues by saying, “John Calvin (1509-1564) 

believed that no one ever came to be convinced of the certainty of truths about God, 

Christ, and the Bible apart from the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit.” 14 A United 

Methodist, Thomas C. Oden notes, “the Wesleyan teaching of the work of the Spirit 

focuses on how God the Spirit acts in drawing us toward full responsiveness to the grace 

manifested in the Son.” 15 Lester Sumrall writes: 

The functioning of the Holy Spirit as demonstrated in the early Christian Church 
is not new. He had been working with beings for 4,000 years prior to the Christian 
era, and He has been working in the Church for the 2,000 years since. The Holy 
Spirit has been very busy functioning in behalf of mankind for 6,000 years. 16 

Even though laypersons and clergy for that matter did not know or understand the 

Holy Spirit, it does not mean that the Holy Spirit was not working. According to Dr. 

Frank Billman, “As you leave the time of the New Testament and come into the period of 

the church fathers, these men recorded that manifestations of the Spirit continued in the 


12 Geisler, 329. 

13 Johnson, 145. 

14 Geisler, 331. 

15 Thomas C. Oden, John Wesley's Scriptural Christianity: A Plain Exposition of His Teaching on 
Christian Doctrine. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1994), 226. 

16 Lester Sumrall, The Gifts and Ministries of the Holy Spirit. (New Kensington, PA: Whitaker 
House, 1993), 19. 
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life of the church. However, certain trends began to emerge that limited these 
manifestations.” 17 These trends have led to a need for a field of study called 
“Pneumatology,” which is defined as the study of the Holy Spirit. Greg Herrick gives this 
definition, “As it is used in Christian systematic theology, ‘pneumatology’ refers to the 
study of the biblical doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Generally this includes such topics as the 
personality of the Spirit, the deity of the Spirit, and the work of the Spirit throughout 
Scripture.” 18 

The trends that Dr. Billman mentioned are still going on today. Today’s people 
are limiting the power of the Holy Spirit. It is a sad reality because we do not realize the 
power that is available to us from God and so we in turn reject the Holy Spirit. Bill 
Johnson says, “this rejection takes on many religious forms, but basically it boils down to 
this: we reject what we cannot control.” 19 Since some have never experienced the Holy 
Spirit, or they have without knowing it, they might think that no one has ever experienced 
the Holy Spirit. Maybe some have seen the Holy Spirit abused, so now they put no merit 
in the power that is in the Holy Spirit. There are some who have felt the Holy Spirit in 
their lives and felt a call into ministry, yet were told by some members of their church 
that they could not because they did not show evidence of the Holy Spirit in their lives by 
using one of the gifts of the Spirit. Whatever the example and how it was played out in 
their lives, instead of trusting now in the power of the Holy Spirit, they turn away. The 
Bible clearly states that there are gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to those who believe. A 


17 Frank Billman, The Supernatural Thread in Methodism: Signs and Wonders Among Methodist 
Then and Now. (Lake Mary, FL: Creation House Press, 2013), 5. 

18 Herrick, Bible.org. 

19 Johnson, 81. 
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list of the gifts of the Spirit is found in 1 st Corinthians 12:8-10. “For to one is given the 

word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same 

Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 

to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, 

to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.” Related 

lists are also found in Ephesians 4:7-13, Romans 12:3-8, and 1 Peter 4:10-11. 

Commenting on the gifts, Andrew Knowles writes: 

Paul explains that there are many ways in which the Holy Spirit works. Some 
Christians speak with great wisdom or insight, while others have a strong faith or 
the ability to heal. Some speak in tongues, which others are able to interpret. 
These gifts, in all their variety, come from the same Holy Spirit. Again, all the 
gifts have the same purpose, which is to equip the church, the body of Christ, for 
service and mission. 20 

Instead of embracing a relationship with the Holy Spirit, some begin to denounce 
the Holy Spirit. Therefore, when asked if children can experience and be used by the 
Holy Spirit, their answer would be no. This way of thinking is called “Cessationism.” 
Robert Longman defines cessationism as “the belief that certain spectacular works, gifts, 
signs, and happenings from God ceased with the apostles, or at the very latest, ceased 
with those they directly taught.” 21 This idea of course is not supported at all by the 
Charismatic movement. Clare Weakley says, “Claims that the miraculous powers and 
gifts of the Holy Spirit ended with the apostles is canceled by the testimony of the early 


20 Andrew Knowles, The Bible Guide, 1st Augsburg books ed. (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg, 
2001), 586. 

21 Robert Longman, Cessationism: Have Signs Ceased?, ver.: 13 May 2012, Copyright © 2006- 
2012 www.spirithome.com. Accessed May 23, 2015. 
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church fathers.” 22 Additionally, it is canceled by the testimony and actions of countless 
others of all ages. The sad reality is we do not even realize what we are doing until it is 
too late. We begin to say that a person has not experienced the Holy Spirit because they 
have not done certain acts like, for an example, speaking in tongues or that these acts do 
not exist anymore. When something is not understood, it is rationally explained to the 
point of unbelief or it is simply, yet sorrowfully ignored. 

James Denney used another term that is often used today to describe what was 
happening and is still happening. 

I have hinted at ways in which the Spirit is quenched; it is sad to reflect that from 
one point of view the history of the Church is a long series of transgressions [by 
such quenching], checked by an equally long series of rebellions of the Spirit. . . 
[It] came to pass at a very early period, and in the interests of good order, [that] 
the freedom of the Spirit was summarily suppressed in the Church ... In plain 
English, the Spirit was quenched when Christians met for worship. One great 
extinguisher was placed over the flame that burned in the hearts of the brethren; it 
was not allowed to show itself; it must not disturb, by its eruption in praise or 
prayer or fiery exhortation, the decency and order of divine service. I say that was 
the condition to which Christian worship was reduced at a very early period: and 
it is unhappily the condition in which, for the most part, it subsists at this 
moment. 23 

This condition still exists today. In order to make people happy and comfortable 
this “great extinguisher” was used on any signs of the Holy Spirit. People like control and 
when some do not feel l ik e they are not in control, uneasiness begins to emerge. When 
we ask for the presence of the Holy Spirit, we are in a way giving up control. Walter 
Elwell and Barry Beitzel note, “Jesus recognized that the future community would need 
the aid of the Spirit. His teaching on this subject laid the foundation for the evident 


22 John Wesley. The Holy Spirit and Power , ed. Clare Weakley (Alachua, FL: Bridge-Logos 
Foundation, 2003), 15. 

23 James Denney, “The Epistles to the Thessalonians,” in The Expositor’s Bible, ed. W. Robertson 
Nicoll, 6 vols. (Grands Rapids: Eerdmans, 1956), 6:355. 
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dependence of the early church on the leading of the Spirit, as seen in the Book of 
Acts.” 24 Even though Jesus knew we would need the Holy Spirit, some tend to think that 
they can live their life the way they want to and that they have the power to do so. Craig 
Keener counters: 

Throughout the Bible, God’s Spirit empowers God’s people to live righteously 
and minister to others. Scripture often portrays this empowerment in dramatic 
ways, such as prophecy or miracles. Other times, the Spirit simply empowers 
God’s people to live their daily lives in a new way, with a new identity that 
honors God. 25 

There are many in the Church, especially The United Methodist Church that 

cannot bring themselves to be completely under the influence of the Holy Spirit. It is 

amazing to think that what James Denney wrote was published twelve years before the 

formation of The United Methodist Church. Today, there are many people within the 

United Methodist Church that are asking why we as a denomination are losing members 

and what can be done about the declining membership. Studies after studies have been 

done to answer this. Theory after theory has been given. One of the reasons for the 

decline could be we have forgotten about the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Regarding John Wesley and the Holy Spirit, Kenneth Collins writes: 

Indeed, much of the work of the Holy Spirit, for Wesley is intimately tied to 
revelation through which the presence of Christ is seen not simply as a past 
occurrence but also as a present reality. Put another way, the Spirit is other- 
directed and bears witness to the historical Christ and thereby makes effectual a 
living personal presence in a display of grace and benefits. Believers, in other 
words, are not left to the limits of nature, reason, or the best that their religious 
imaginations have to offer. Rather, in contemplating the crucifixion and other 
spiritual truths, they often encounter a subtle, mysterious other: a Spirit, a Real 


24 Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Book House, 1988), 1161. 

25 Craig Keener, “Spirit of God,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary 
(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012). 
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Presence, who glorifies Christ and who makes these and other truths known in a 

way that goes beyond human expression. 26 

From the very beginning, people have wondered and debated who God was and 
who God is. Some think that God is unknowable or unreachable. However, through the 
Holy Spirit we can know and reach God because the Holy Spirit is God. We can have a 
relationship with God because of the relationship that Jesus has with God. To go a step 
further, Jesus had the perfect association with God and now through the power and 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit we can participate in a close, personal relationship with God in 
our lives. As we feel the Holy Spirit moving in our lives and helping us to become l ik e 
Jesus, we are coming to a greater understanding of God, each other, and ourselves in a 
much deeper way. Receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit means that one has now 
received power by which one grows into the person God created. One receives the power 
through the baptism of the Holy Spirit that allows your thoughts to change and the 
delights of your heart to be transformed. With the turn of the century, baptism of the 
Spirit as evidenced by speaking in tongues became the distinctive teaching of the 
emerging Pentecostal movement. 27 Guy Duffield and Nathaniel Van Cleave say, “It is 
logical that the supernatural experience of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit would be 
accompanied by some definite and unmistakable sign by which the seeker would be 
assured that he had received.” 28 There should be a clear sign of a changed heart. 


26 Kenneth J. Collins, The Theology of John Wesley: Holy Love and the Shape of Grace. 
(Nashville, TN: Abington Press, 2007), 121. 

27 Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Book House, 1988), 260. 

28 Guy P. Duffield and Nathaniel M. Van Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology (Los 
Angeles, CA: L.I.F.E. Bible College, 1983), 320. 
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Children can and should experience the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Barbie Hunt, 

in her training manual for helping kids lead in healing rooms, says, “Leading children in 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit should be as simple and low key as leading them to Jesus.” 

Barbie Hunt continues by quoting Becky Fischer, “There is really not a lot one needs to 

know about the actual process of leading someone into the baptism. The Bible pattern is 

fairly basic -you ask and you receive.” 29 Growing up in my local congregation, saying 

that anyone, not to mention children, should experience the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

would have been frowned upon. Using the words “frowned upon” may be a little harsh, 

but it definitely was not taught and if it happened, it would not be understood. Usually, it 

would accompany a comment such as, “That does not happen here. That stuff happens in 

those other churches.” But Kathy Creasy comments: 

Holy Spirit baptism verifies the presence of God in the life of a child . . . 

Believing children still need the Holy Spirit’s power that enables them to be bold 
witnesses and exercise their spiritual gifts and callings with divine authority . . . 
Holy Spirit baptism will enable children to hear and respond in obedience to the 
guidance only the Spirit of truth can give. Discernment initiated by the Holy Spirit 
will give our children boldness to confront deception, sin, and evil. 30 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit does play a big role in the lives of the individual, family, 

church, community, and even the world. 

The Holy Spirit is personal. The Holy Spirit is not an unfriendly spiritual 

influence. In John 14:6, we read that Jesus Christ proclaimed, “And I will pray to the 

Father, and He will give you another Helper that He may abide with you forever.” A 


29 Barbie Hunt, Healing Rooms Kids: A Training Manual (Madisonville, KY: Main Street Prayer 
Center, 2011), 42. 

30 Kathy Creasy, Do Children NEED Holy Spirit Baptism? Children’s Ministries: Developing 
Leaders: Impacting Kids, accessed May 28, 2015, 
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Helper would not be any good without Him being personal. John 16:13 states “But when 
He, the Spirit of truth, has come. He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on 
His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 
come.” 

When Jesus walked this Earth, people still had questions. From the moment he 
ascended into Heaven, people debated what he really meant about the different things that 
he said, especially concerning the Holy Spirit. There is a simple explanation for this and 
it is, many people frankly do not understand the Holy Spirit. Paul Karleen writes, 
“Because He cannot be seen, the Holy Spirit’s actual existence and personal nature have 
often been doubted through the years.” 31 This makes sense because how can you explain 
something you cannot see? How can you talk about or teach something you have never 
experienced? We need a renewed appreciation for the Holy Spirit. There needs to be an 
honest attempt to experience the Holy Spirit in our lives as well as the life of the church. 
R.C. Sproul notes that “The more we are in the Word of God, the more the Spirit who 
inspired the Word and who illumines it for us will use the Word to confirm in our souls 
that we are truly His, that we are indeed among the children of God.” 32 We do not need 
to back down to those who say that the Holy Spirit is not welcome here, but in love, show 
that the Holy Spirit is not something to be afraid of in our lives. 

Each individual needs to pray for the Holy Spirit to move as we enter into a time 
of worship. With an honest, heartfelt prayer, this would happen. Duffield and Van Cleave 
state “Seekers should be taught that the Spirit is willing to fill them as soon as they open 

31 Paul S. Karleen, The Handbook to Bible Study: With a Guide to the Scofield Study System (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1987), 225. 

32 R. C. Sproul, Can I Be Sure I’m Saved?, vol. 7, The Crucial Questions Series (Lake Mary, FL: 
Reformation Trust Publishing, 2010), 72. 
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their hearts, yield their lives, and exercise faith.” 33 Children need to be taught this as well. 
Children need to be taught that they can live in the power of the Holy Spirit if they have 
accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. As stated in A Commentary on the Holy 
Scriptures: Galatians, “Faith in Jesus Christ is the true way to salvation; for through it 
alone is the Holy Spirit received, not through the works of the law.” 34 Randy Clark 
continues this thought by saying, “it is significant that the experience of receiving the 
Holy Spirit came after the experience of believing. Some teach that the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit happens at salvation, but one is hard-pressed to prove this from the writings 
in Luke.” 35 We sometimes think that children cannot know or receive Jesus because of 
their age. In some local churches, we have stopped praying and expecting the Spirit to 
move in our lives and in the worship we offer God. We are certainly not teaching our 
children the importance of doing this. As the Word of God is spoken, the hymns sung, 
and the Word of God preached, the Holy Spirit moves through the community of the 
local church. The Holy Spirit is already working on people whether they know it or not. It 
is stated in Genesis 1:2 “and the Spirit of God looked across the earth.” The verse here 
indicates that the Spirit of God was indeed present at the time of the earth’s creation and 
still has an active role in people’s lives today. It takes both faith and commitment to be 
used by the Spirit so that the world might come to know God and God’s loving act on the 
cross through Jesus Christ. 


33 Duffield and Van Cleave, 318. 

34 John Peter Lange, Philip Schaff, and Otto Schmoller, A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 
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The Holy Spirit does bear witness to Christ. In all that happens, the Spirit works 
to glorify Jesus Christ. The Spirit applies Christ’s salvation to all people, no matter their 
age. The Holy Spirit draws us into salvation and brings us closer to our Lord. The Spirit 
works every second in the lives of Christians. Y.S. Tan writes, “The power of the Holy 
Spirit is needed for Christian life and ministry, especially in witnessing and evangelism. 
The Holy Spirit empowers us as we yield daily and allow the Spirit to fill us, under the 
lordship of Christ.” 36 To live the Christian life is more than imitating Christ; it is living 
in the power and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, which Jesus did. 


Conclusion 

After discussing who the Holy Spirit is and what the Holy Spirit does, the 
question still remains, can children experience this? This will be discussed in more detail 
in a future chapter, but the simple answer is yes. Kenneth Collins notes that this was the 
position of John Wesley: 

Spiritually sensitive as he was, Wesley forthrightly recognized that the very 
highest graces can characterize children who obviously do not have the wealth of 
experience that adults do. It is important, therefore, neither to underestimate the 
spiritual life of children nor to misprize their love. And since Christian perfection 
is principally a matter of the heart and its dispositions, those of tender years can 
indeed love God with all their soul, with their very being. 37 

John Wesley would say yes to the question of whether children can experience the 

Holy Spirit. After receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit himself, he began to look for it 

and expect to see the Holy Spirit move in the revival meetings. He saw the Holy Spirit 


36 Y. S. Tan, “Holy Spirit, Role in Counseling,” ed. David G. Benner and Peter C. Hill, Baker 
Encyclopedia of Psychology & Counseling, Baker Reference Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 
1999), 568. 
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manifested in children. The children he visited would have visions, speak prophetic 
words, be healed, perform a healing, and do other works of the Holy Spirit. John Wesley, 
as well as many before him and after him, learned to expect to see the Holy Spirit. Are 
we today truly looking for that power that can only come from the Holy Spirit? If we are 
looking, are we looking expectantly to find it? Randy Clark, in his book, There is More , 
reminds us, “in Acts 2 and Acts 4, the Holy Spirit came upon believers who were looking 
to God for enabling power.” 38 As John Wesley experienced and many others have since, 
the Holy Spirit is for everyone. There is one Holy Spirit and everyone can experience the 
power and blessings the Holy Spirit brings. There is not a junior size Holy Spirit for 
children and a large size Holy Spirit for adults. A question that is dwelt with is based on 
Acts 2. We are not told that everyone in the Upper Room was all over eighteen. The 
question is could children have been there when the Holy Spirit came like a mighty 
rushing wind? Growing up, I always had the image that it was only the twelve disciples 
in that room. It never occurred to me or any teachers and preacher to my knowledge to 
point out that children could have been present. Is it reasonable to assume that all of the 
parents were able to get “babysitters” for the time in the Upper Room? I believe that 
when Peter quoted Joel and talked about “sons and daughters” and “young men,” he was 
looking at and speaking to the children and youth who were in the room. We certainly do 
not know, but often we assume that the room was filled with adults, which comes from 
our adult oriented mind. Children do not experience a little healing or a cute version of 
being filled with the Holy Spirit. They can and do experience the same Holy Spirit as 
everyone. Duffield and Van Cleave point out that “The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is 
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for all, in all ages, who believe on Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and are children of 
God through Him. It is . . . available to all believers of all stations, all times, all races, and 
all callings.” 39 More times than not, adults make things harder than they really are. One 
of those things is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Children though, have a natural ability 
to believe in God, to believe the Word of God, and to believe in the power of God. This is 
exactly what God is looking for in humanity. In fact, Randy Clark points out that, {God} 
is simply looking for those who are willing to yield their hearts and lives to all that God 
wants to work through them, for those who are willing to believe for more because there 
is more.” 40 Children have this ability to believe what God says until it is either taught out 
of them or it is not encouraged or nurtured. Again, adults tend to make this very hard 
when in reality it is simple. It has to do with faith. Becky Fisher says it best, “Of all 
creatures of our God and King, children are the most naturally equipped and gifted to 
walk in the arena of signs and wonders because of their simplicity and childlike faith. 
They merely need to be told that God can do anything.” 41 It is the hope of this project 
that this is accomplished. Not only will children be unleashed to do the workings of the 
Holy Spirit, but also those in authority over the children will take the time to tell them 
that God can do anything. 


39 Duffield and Van Cleave, 312-313. 

40 Clark, 15. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 


As stated in previous chapters, the problem that this project addresses is: “Can 
God use children in a supernatural way?” The project arose because of an unfortunate 
attitude that has emerged saying that children are nice to have around, but do not have a 
voice in the life of the local church. The project focus also comes from the fact that in 
most local congregations, children are not given a place in ministry. Are children able to 
receive the Holy Spirit and live through the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives? The 
Biblical Foundation chapter displayed examples of God using children in supernatural 
ways. From 1 Samuel 3, where God spoke to the child Samuel to Matthew 18 where 
Jesus uses a child as a way of telling the disciples who is the greatest in the Kingdom, 
children have been and continue to be used by God. The Historical Foundation chapter 
showed how John Wesley experienced children being used in a supernatural way. He 
wrote of many encounters of children seeing visions, speaking words of prophecy, and 
other supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit. Can the events that John Wesley wrote about 
happen today? 

The Theological Foundation chapter answered the question of who the Holy Spirit 
is and what the Holy Spirit does. The Holy Spirit gives to all those who profess Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior spiritual gifts, such as healing, words of knowledge, 
prophecy, visions, and many others. At the conclusion of the Theological Foundation 
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chapter, the question: “Can children experience the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit” 
was asked. The short answer was and still is yes. This chapter will attempt to answer that 
question in more detail. There are many examples, some of which will be shared that 
shows that with a little training, and in some cases, no training at all, children possess and 
can use the supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Theoretical Foundations in Ministry Practice 

In the introduction of her book, Leanne Hadley writes, “I’ve worked with children, 
and I find them to be the most interesting and Spirit-filled people I know!” 1 How many 
times has this comment been said by youth workers, pastors, and parents? When thinking 
about a project that involves children, especially children being used supernaturally, one 
could get nervous, not because of the children, but nervous because of some obvious 
questions that arise. How does one measure the beginning and ending of a project like 
this one? What approach or methodology does one take concerning the issues of this 
project? The Biblical, Historical, and Theological foundations show that yes, children are 
important and can experience the overwhelming, supernatural power of God through the 
power and presence of the Holy Spirit. To add to this, children can be used to revive the 
church. The question now is how? How can children hear God and minister to adults in a 
local church? What steps need to take place in order for this to happen? Jennifer Toledo 
writes: 

There is no greater joy than to see a child encounter the reality and the beauty of 
the living God. God is not distant. He is not hidden. It is His great pleasure and 
delight to reveal Himself . . . Children are primed for encountering God. Their 


1 Leanne Hadley, Touching Heaven: Real Stories of Children, Life, and Eternity (Grand Rapids, 
MLRevell, 2013), 11. 
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purity and simplicity open them up to a realm that through the years many of us 
have learned to tune out. 2 

It is the last sentence of the quote that is one of the bases for a project l ik e this. 
Instead of just allowing children to go for it and then seeing what happens, they will go 
through a time of instruction for this project. If the priest Eli did not take the time to give 
a word of instruction to the child Samuel, then Eli would have probably been awakened 
several more times that night. For far too long, the church has taught the natural faith of 
children right out of them. Generally, this is not deliberate, but through certain actions 
and the way things are explained, the children are taught the things they hear and see are 
not from God. The same thing could have easily happened to Samuel. What makes 
matters worse, children today are usually given some kind of medicine because of the 
voices they hear or because of the visions they see. Becky Fisher says it best, “Of all 
creatures of our God and King, children are the most naturally equipped and gifted to 
walk in the arena of signs and wonders because of their simplicity and childlike faith. 
They merely need to be told that God can do anything.” 3 

As a chaplain at a Children’s Hospital, Leanne Hadley had an opportunity to visit 
many children and their families at the roughest point in many of their lives. Talking 
about the faith of the children she was in contact with, she writes, “My faith teachers 
were the children. ... I learned lessons from nearly all the children I visited, but there 
were some whose journey from this life to life eternal healed my doubt and increased my 


2 Jennifer Toledo, Children and the Supernatural: True Accounts of Kids Unlocking the Power of 
God Through Vision, Healing, and Miracles (Lake Mary, FL: Charisma House, 2012), 29. 

3 Becky Fischer, Redefining Children’s Ministry’ in the 21 s ' Century: A Call for Radical Change 
(Mandan, ND: Kids in Ministry International, Inc., 2008), 205. 
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faith beyond measure.” 4 Can you imagine children being the faith teachers? Can you 

imagine what the church would look like if this were encouraged? 

After entering a country that placed no value on children, Jennifer Toledo began 

to meet with and instruct a group of children. Then, amazing things began to happen. 

The children would weep as they encountered His love and presence. They would 
be set free from an “orphan” spirit and begin to understand who they were as sons 
and daughters of God. Children who had been living on the streets addicted to 
sniffing glue were delivered from their addictions and fell in love with Jesus. 
Within no time these kids were so full of Jesus that it was apparent we needed to 
help create some outlets for them to share what God was putting in their hearts. 5 

After some instruction and the creation of ways for the children to share their faith, many 

wonderful things continued to happen in their midst. 

What if the High Priest Eli would have told Samuel in 1 Samuel chapter three that 

he was crazy and to take a pill to fix him? Instead, after a couple of times, Eli instructed 

the boy on how to respond to God. One of the assumptions that this project makes is that 

with some encouragement and instruction, children will use their faith to supernaturally 

work in God’s Kingdom. As Becky Fischer puts it, “What children are really hungry for 

is a true encounter with the Living God. They must be taught how they can become daily 

participants in His glory and power.” 6 Children want to be involved in the life of the 

church. They want to do God’s work. My daughters are constantly asking if they can pray 

out loud at church. They ask if they can help those needing help. They are the ones 

praying for people as they come forward to pray at the altar. 


4 Hadley, 20-21. 

5 Toledo, 2-3. 

6 Fischer, 32. 
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The Azusa Street Revival, which took place during 1906-1910, is widely known 

because of how God would show up and many miracles would happen. There are several 

stories of people being instantly healed, seeing visions of what God wanted to do, and 

being surrounded in the presence of God. One such story is of Ralph Riggs, who later in 

life was influential in establishing the Assemblies of God. 

Brother Riggs told me that he appreciated the fact that he wasn’t just a spectator 
watching older people do miracles; God also used him to do them. He was given 
the liberty to go to anyone he wanted to and pray for them, and to his 
astonishment they all got healed. He worked with his best friend, C.W. Ward, 
who was two years, his senior. Riggs noted that each of them had six or more 
miracles or healings every night. 7 

Ralph Riggs was only twelve years old when this happened. What makes this story stand 
out even more is how he “appreciated” how God used him and his friend. 

Unfortunately, in the church today, children are spectators looking and watching 
the adults do the entire ministry. It is time for this to change. If the church would take the 
time to nurture and train the children, they would no longer be spectators to supernatural 
ministry and hungry for the living God, but would be active participants and be satisfied. 
Becky Fischer writes, “They [children] will begin to sense the power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit, see signs and wonders, and flow in the supernatural. It will begin to satisfy 
the hunger they have in their hearts to connect to the living God!” 8 We will now look at 
some more examples of those who have done or are doing similar work to what this 
project will accomplish. 

Jennifer Toledo, who is co-founder and co-director of Global Children’s 
Movement, has written story after story of children being involved in supernatural 

7 Dr. J. Edward Morris and Cindy McCowan, Azusa Street: They Told Me Their Stories: The Youth 
and Children of Azusa Street Tell Their Stories (Pearland, TX: Dare 2 Dream Books, 2010), 63. 


Fischer, 75. 
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ministry. As these stories are shared, it is hard not to be excited about what God is doing 


and will do through children. The amazing thing is, this can happen in the local church. 
Jennifer starts her story about a five year old girl she calls Megan she met while leading 
session at a summer camp one year. “During one of my sessions with the older kids I 
began to challenge them to start ‘dating’ God.” 9 Megan who was sitting with her older 
brother during that session really took to heart what Jennifer is saying. “After thinking 
and planning for awhile, she informed her parents that she was going to have a special 
date with Jesus that day. Her parents supported her endeavor and let her continue with her 
plan.” 10 After careful planning, Megan had her date with Jesus, which was the beginning 
of many “dates” with Jesus. 

One year later, standing next to her mom at the same summer camp, her eyes 
huge, she told us the story: “And that is when I heard a knock on the door.” This 
day would unlock a whole new realm in Megan’s life. This shy little five-year-od 
girl saw Jesus walk into her room. Megan said Jesus sat down at her little table in 
the spot she lovingly prepared for Him. . . . She proceeded to describe her very 
sweet time with Jesus. She said they talked and talked and that he didn’t mind that 
the food was pretend. . . . [At the end of their date] Jesus gave her a sweet little 
kiss on the cheek and told her He loved spending time with her and that He would 
love to have another date with her again soon. 11 

On one of her trips, Jennifer was ministering and teaching a group of children that 
lived in Colima, Mexico. She writes, “These children were on fire for God and had such a 
passion to share their faith. After several days of ministry and training, we had planned to 
end the week by taking the children out to the streets of the city to evangelize and pray 


9 Toledo, 53. Please note the story of Megan as told by Jennifer Toledo is found on pages 53-68. 

10 Toledo, 53. 

11 Toledo, 54-56. 
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for their community.” 12 One of the amazing things about this is that “the children ranged 


in age from four to twelve.” They went out into the streets. One adult was with each 
group of children, but they were not to lead them, but to look over and encourage the 
children. 

Incredible things would happen. The children would say things as simple as, “God 
wants you to know that He is your provider and knows what you need, and He 
sent us to tell you that you are His daughter and that He is going to take care of 
you.” At house after house people were overwhelmed by God’s heart for them 
and would get saved. Many people were healed as well! . . . Three hundred 
seventy-eight people, including a Catholic priest and a police officer, were saved 
in one afternoon as children went door-to-door with simplicity, faith, and love. 
What a gift children are to us. 13 

There are many stories like this that Jennifer shared. There are at least two things 
that need to be highlighted from these stories. The first is obvious, God can and does use 
children in supernatural ways. The second is this, in each example shared, as well as the 
others that are in her book, Jennifer makes a comment about the training, education, 
encouragement, and ministering that happened before the supernatural acts. This method 
is an extremely valuable component that will be used in the implementation of this 
project. 


Becky Fischer, who is the Founder and Director of Kids in Ministry International, 

also uses this approach. After instruction, training, and guidance, the children are ready to 

operate in the supernatural ways of the Holy Spirit. 

We need to actually do some equipping. It should be just as common to hear that 
a church has a children’s prayer team, a children’s worship team, a children’s 
healing team, a children’s prophetic ministry team, and a children’s evangelism 
team as it is to hear they have a Sunday School. 14 


12 Toledo, 109. Please note the story of children from Colima, Mexico is found on pages 109-114. 

13 Toledo, 110, 114. 

14 Fischer, 72. 
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In some local congregations, the Children’s Sunday school class or Children’s 
Time consists of deciding which page to color. If we are to expect a move of God in our 
churches and if we are expecting God to use the children, then we certainly need to do 
some equipping and training. Becky writes, “I dream of seeing revival spread and the 
greatest harvest we’ve ever seen brought in because of children operating in healings and 
signs and wonders in every nation on earth.” 15 The project is not about starting a revival. 
However, it certainly can happen as we teach, instruct, encourage, and equip the children. 

An approach that does not fit into the mold that this project suggests comes from 
the stories of Leanne Hadley. Children still showed the supernatural gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, but from what can be gathered, there was not any training because simply, yet 
heartbreakingly, most of these children were dying in a hospital. However, these 
examples still support the premise of this project that children are born open to 
supernatural encounters with God. Encouragement was certainly offered. When the 
children Leanne would come in contact with talked about seeing angels or hearing from 
God, they were not dismissed. In some of the stories, questions would be asked and 
Leanne had an opportunity to share, but for the most part, the children knew what they 
saw and heard. One such story is that of a boy named Tommy. 16 When visiting Tommy 
and his mother, Leanne went in and offered Tommy’s mom a chance to go and get a 
drink. Tommy asked if both Leanne and his mom would get a drink somewhere because 


15 Fischer, 178. 

16 The author went to every measure possible to protect the identity of the children she wrote about. 
She writes, “Because I want to protect the identities of the children and their families, 1 have changed a few 
of the details of each story. Sometimes I choose to change the sex of the child or alter their age a bit, and of 
course, 1 have used anonymous names. However, 1 have not changed the experiences they shared with me.” 
Leanne Hadley, 12. 
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he had to talk to “her.” Not knowing what he meant, they asked him and he talked about 

how he did not need any help because “she” was with him. 

As time went on, he spoke often of “her.” He would ask us to leave so they could 
talk, and he would often speak to her as if she was one of the people in the room. 
He would look over at what seemed to be an empty spot and simply nod his head 
or smile as if he’d heard something wonderful. 17 

Why was Tommy the only one who could see “her?” Did he go through some special 

training or conference on seeing angels? Was it his circumstance that allowed him to see 

or can it be that it just happened? 

There are countless other stories like the ones shared from many other writers, 
pastors, children ministers, and other adults who have been called to work with children. 
Leanne Hadley is the only source found so far from a United Methodist viewpoint. Why 
is this? One new insight is that the project that will be implemented may not be widely 
accepted from the majority of my colleagues and maybe even from some within the local 
church. This can be because of the lack of knowledge of the Holy Spirit and our history 
as United Methodists. The look that is received after telling people about the nature of 
this project tells me that not everyone will be overwhelmingly supportive. One 
assumption that has been made is that if the children are trained, encouraged, and set free 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, great things can happen for God’s Kingdom. It would 
appear that the research so far supports this assumption. 

It is amazing to hear of children ministering in the supernatural power of God. It 
really is happening. People such as Becky Fischer, Jennifer Toledo, Heidi Baker, Randy 
Clark, the Bethel Church in Redding California, have seen and experienced the power of 
God through children. Not only do they minister to children, but also it is the children 

17 Hadley, 29. Please note that the story of Tommy is found on pages 23-31. 
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themselves who are speaking in tongues, sharing words of prophecy, praying for healing, 
and many other supernatural acts of God. In fact, Heidi Baker will start revivals with a 
healing. Instead of Heidi praying alone, she asks all the children to come forward and lay 
their hands on the one who is being praying for. The power is real. It is from these 
individuals and churches that the majority of my sources come from. The reason for this 
is because they have trusted in the power of the Holy Spirit and they believe that the Holy 
Spirit can operate in anyone of any age. It is very exciting to read and know what God is 
doing through children all over the world. 

What has been depressing is there are not many resources from a United 
Methodist Church perspective. Leanne Hadley comes from within the UMC though and 
so does Barbie Hunt, who wrote Healing Room Kids: A Training Manual. 18 In addition, 
Nic and Rachael Billman of Shores of Grace in Brazil train children to hear from God 
and deliver words of knowledge. Both Nic and Rachael have a UMC background. 19 I 
personally called the United Methodist Publishing House and Abingdon Press. I asked for 
any resources that they could tell me about children operating in the Holy Spirit. The 
person I talked to told me there were plenty of resources dealing with ministry to children. 
I politely told the person I was not interested in books about ministry to children, but 
about children in ministry. I wanted to know if there was something The United 
Methodist Church has produced that shared examples of children operating in the 
supernatural ministry of God. As stated, I was told that there were no resources dealing 
with this subject matter. Several calls and emails were made to publishers asking if they 

18 Barbie Hunt, Healing Rooms Kids: A Training Manuel. Madisonville, KY: Main Street Prayer 
Center, 2011. 

19 Nic and Rachael Billman with Shores of Grace Ministries in Brazil, www.shoresofgrace.com. 
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had any resources I might use for this project dealing with children ministering in the 
Holy Spirit. For an example, publishers dealing with the Upper Room Ministries, 20 
Think Orange, 21 and Tommy Figrat Ministries 22 did not have any resources that I could 
use. Some of these certainly had suggestions. Everyone one them could give me 
resources that could be used in ministering to children. However, this was not the aim of 
this project. 

That is why this project is needed in the most urgent matter. If people within The 
United Methodist Church could realize the importance of training children to hear God 
and the actually allowing them to minister to adults, then there is no telling the wonderful 
stories that would be told coming out of The United Methodist Church. It needs to be said 
that there are stories of supernatural acts of God through children are being told from 
some of the churches within United Methodism. 

Theoretical Foundations From Other Disciplines 

Can this assumption hold up within another disciplines as well? How do children 
learn? This is a question that is the basis for many fields of study, conferences, and 
debates. There is no set formula for sure, but which approach should a teacher and parent 
take when it comes to the education of a child? Every child will not experience things in 
life in the exact same way. As Sara Chapman points out, 

Intellectual development is best defined as a child’s ability to think about and 

understand his world. Early experiences lay the foundation for future intellectual 

and other areas of development. The way in which a child takes in and processes 

20 www.UpperRoom.org 

21 www.ThinkOrange.com 

22 www.thomasfigratministries.com 
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information, relates to caregivers, and experiences the world impacts all areas of 
development. 23 

Even children from the same household will learn and experience life differently. Thom 
and Joani Schultz write, “We must know how to enable our students to learn the subject 
matter and live it.” 24 It is tough to be in a classroom trying to teach something with no 
one seemingly understanding. With children learning at different levels and speed, the 
teacher has an unbelievable responsibility in helping each student to learn the subject 
being taught. How can this be accomplished? David Lanney, John Bock, and Suzanne 
note that, “Anthropology’s perspectives suggest that learning in childhood occurs through 
participation in socially meaningful contexts over an extended period of immaturity.” 25 
Notice the word “participation.” The child can learn, no matter what level they are, by 
being an active participant in what is going on around them. They need to be encouraged 
to be who they are. If they never get involved, it would be safe to assume that they would 
never learn. This seems so simple, yet very profound. Gaye Gronlundy says that, 

“Experts from a variety of fields including medicine, child development, psychiatry, 
psychology, evolutionary biology, and education are joining with early childhood 
educators to communicate the vital need for children to play and the many benefits they 


23 Sara Chapman, An Introduction to Intellectual Development (Redwood, CA: Community Gate 
Path, 2010) http://www.abilitypath.org/areas-of-development/learning-schools/leaming-and-teaching- 
styles/articles/an-introduction-to-cognitive.html (Accessed May 30, 2015) 

24 Thom & Joani Schultz, Why Nobody Learns Much of Anything at Church: And How to Fix It 
(Loveland, CO: Group, 1996), 39. 

25 David F. Lanney, John Bock, Suzanne Gaskins, ed. The Anthropology of Learning in Childhood 
(Lanham, MD: AltaMIra Press, 2010), 7. 



108 

gain from play.” 26 Play being referred here is more about just having fun. It is about the 

experiences of life. In her book, How Do Children Develop?, Susan Jindrich writes, 

Research has shown that people remember things better when they learn them by 
doing. This is even true for adults. . . . Hands on learning is good for both children 
and adults. The learner is actively involved instead of just sitting and listening. 
This is the way we want our children to learn and we know that research backs us 
up. In order to learn best, children must be actively involved in hands-on activities 
every day. 27 

How difficult it would be to gather ingredients from the grocery store if we only ever 
heard the recipe recited to us before we arrived to do our shopping. If we had the hands- 
on-experience of preparing the recipe from start to finish, then we could recount the steps 
in our head as we shopped, most likely successfully gathering all the necessary 
ingredients. 

Teaching a class of children about supernatural ministry in the power of the Holy 
Spirit cannot simply involve a time of lecture with students reading a handout, followed 
by a question and answer time. Maybe that is why many churches are not considered 
Spirit-filled churches. The Holy Spirit gives gifts to those who profess Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior, but they will be lost somewhere in the beginning of the teaching 
because the children are not fully engaged in the topic, and they will not even hear these 
inspiring words. Instead of just hearing about the Holy Spirit, the children will have to 
practice acting on what they feel the Holy Spirit is leading them to do and say. While 
there are many worthy books out there on the Holy Spirit with which we could delve into 
while teaching, children also need experiences. Sitting and trying to memorize a book is 


26 Gaye Gronlundy, Developmentally Appropriate Play: Guiding Young Children to a Higher 
Level (St. Paul, MN: Red Leaf Press, 2010), 5. 

27 Susan Jindrich, How Do Children Develop? 1998. http://www.gdrc.org/kmgmt/leaming/child- 
leam.html (Accessed May 30, 2015) 
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not helping. Thom and Joani Schultz report that, “In Mesa, Arizona, school administrator 
Susan Sprague and her colleagues have banned textbooks . . . They recognized that 
students forget almost everything they read or hear, but remember almost everything they 
experience directly.” 28 We certainly cannot ban the greatest textbook of all, The Bible, 
but along with the Word of God, there needs to time for the children to experience 
directly the supernatural power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 

What is this project going to look like? 

The model for ministry that will be used is six-weeks of Bible Study and 
activation sessions for a group of ten and eleven year old children that attend Pomona 
UMC and a sermon series and teaching opportunities for the families of the children as 
well as the entire congregation to prepare them for the children leading the prayer time. 
The six-week study that the children will be in will be based on the workbook by Jennifer 
Toledo, Eyes That See & Ears That Hear: A Parents Guide to Teaching Their Children 
How to Hear the Voice of God. 29 Through this study, the children will be learning about 
hearing God and gaining more confidence on acting on what they are hearing. They will 
begin to see that God loves them and that they can do amazing things for God in the local 
church and at home. 

One of the expected results of this project is that the children will learn to hear 
God and to be encouraged to minister to the adults from what they hear. In a supernatural 

28 Thom & Joani Schultz, 218. 

29 Jennifer Toledo, Eyes That See and Ears That Hear: A Parent’s Guide to Teaching Their 
Children How To Hear The Voice of God (Dinuba, CA: Global Children’s Movement, 2007) Chapter One: 
ABC’s of Hearing God; Chapter Two: Hearing God for Friendship; Chapter Three: Hearing God for 
Direction; Chapter Four: Hearing God for Inner Healing; Chapter Five: Hearing God for Others; and 
Chapter Six: The Gift of Seeing. 
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sense, they will begin to say things they have never said before and begin to act in a way 
they have never acted before. There are some people who begin to operate in the power 
of the Holy Spirit after a conversion or some powerful experience. It is expected that this 
will happen in and through this project. The children will not wait until someday later to 
operate in the Holy Spirit; they will begin to hear, act, and then continue to grow. It is 
expected that the congregation will be blessed and taught as well through this time. 

For the project, the children will be asked to be up front in order to pray with 
anyone who would be led to come forward to pray. This means that children and adults 
from the congregation will have the opportunity to come forward and be prayed for by 
the children who participated in the project. It is planned to have this prayer time that is 
led by the children to happen four weeks during the project. I first thought one time 
praying would be good, but that has now changed in order to give more occasions for the 
congregation to experience children praying for them and receiving a word from God or a 
healing. Another reason to have more than one time offered is to have more testimonies 
from those who are prayed for. With this said, it is planned that no one will be asked to 
go forward to have a child pray for them. This will be a totally Holy Spirit led event. 

I imagine that the children will be spread out around the altar area and the 
members of the congregation who feel that Holy Spirit leading them to come forward will 
go to one of the children. There will be two children working together while praying for 
those who come forward. I will be present close by to have encourage the children or to 
help in anyway, but I plan for the children to be the ones who are listening to God and 
speaking a word from God into a person’s life or have the children pray and for that 
person to be healed. Two or three other adults will be asked to be on stand by just in case 
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any of the children has an issue with anything that is happening. These adults will be 
asked not in interfere unless one of the children asks for them. 

Something that has been difficult to answer is the question, “How will I know if 
this worked?” I have heard it said before that we will never know of the fruit that comes 
from doing God’s work until we are all in Heaven one day. I realize that this cannot be 
used as an answer for this question in this project. To answer this question, I am going to 
have to rely on the testimony of those who go forward to receive prayer. One of the first 
indicators that will be looked for is a change in the words that are used. In the post-prayer 
interview, I am going to ask if they would be willing to share with me what happened 
during their time of prayer. What did they feel like having a child pray for them? Did 
they feel uncomfortable? Did the children praying for them say something that is clearly 
from God? Did the children speak into a situation the person is facing? Did the person 
who received prayer receive what they were looking for? Were they healed? I realized 
these questions and others like them may still be too vague, but the answers will be the 
determining factor if this worked or not. Many times, when children do something like 
sing, dance, read, or pray in church the thing that is often said is “Well, they are so cute.” 
If, during the post-prayer interview say that the children were “cute” and that was “nice” 
for them to pray, then I would have to say that this project failed. If though, during the 
interview, it is said that those who went forward to pray were “touched by God” or that 
they were “healed” of something or that God spoke right into their situation, then I would 
have to say this project was a success. It is not the hope of this project for the children to 
be in the spotlight, but that the children would be viewed as true conduits of God’s 
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supernatural power and that the church would recognize children as being more than able 
to hear God and pray for adults with noticeable results. 

The fact that some might resist this project being implemented is real, but this will 
not stop the amazing acts of the Holy Spirit through the children. The children will grow 
to feel more comfortable praying over people as they come forward to receive a blessing, 
healing, deliverance, or even a word from God. It is going to take the local church 
receiving the children to have a place in the life of the church. In reality, the church will 
be opening up and receiving the Holy Spirit more. When the children come to understand 
this, they will begin to hear and act with confidence on what God is giving them. 

It is also expected that this will not be a one-time experience for the local church. 
It is expected that this project will be used in developing a strategy for revival and growth 
in the supernatural, Spirit-filled worship, and ministry by teaching children how to 
minister to others. This strategy can be used in other United Methodist Churches and any 
church that desires to see their children hear from God and be used supematurally in 
ministering to the adults. It is expected that the children that will be participating in this 
project will have had received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

Conclusion 

What would happen if the children of a local congregation were given the right 
balance of instruction, training, and encouragement in the supernatural ways of the Holy 
Spirit? The possibilities are endless. One thing for sure will happen, children will begin to 
operate in the Holy Spirit and the entire congregation would experience new life. We 
have to get to the point of enabling the children to hear and follow the Holy Spirit in their 
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life. Kenneth Ginsbury writes, “No parent wishes any adversity to befall a child, but 
realistically we have to expect problems. We cannot raise totally invulnerable kids. Our 
goal must be to raise children who can handle the bumps and bruises that the world has in 
store.” 30 

Is anyone in the church hurting or sick? Of course they are. However, the sad 
reality is they will probably stay that way until we wake up to the presence of the 
awesome power of the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately, we have grown into a people who have 
forgotten the power of prayer. We have forgotten who we are. We have lost the desire 
and passion that we once had for Jesus. Maybe we ourselves were not taught the 
supernatural ways of the Holy Spirit. As I was growing up in my United Methodist 
Church, the word “supernatural” was never spoken. However, it was through the 
supernatural healing of an arm that I wanted and desired a deeper relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ. If we are not teaching our children the power that is given through 
the Holy Spirit, then eventually the church will be nothing more than a social club. This 
is not what Jesus intended when he ascended and promised the Holy Spirit to his 
disciples. Becky Fischer made a great point by saying “Only a fraction of our children are 
filled with the Holy Spirit, speak in tongues, have heard the voice of God, know what it is 
to be led by His Spirit, or are aware of feeling His presence in a church service or 
otherwise.” 31 This does not sound l ik e the trend we as the Body of Christ want for the 
future. It is time that we turn this around. It is time for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in 
every local congregation, especially that of the United Methodist Church. We have 


30 Kenneth R. Ginsbury, Building Resilience in Children and Teens: Giving Kids Roots and Wings 
(Elk Grove Village, IL: American Academy of Pediations, 2015), 3. 


31 Fischer, 21. 
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traveled so far from our beginnings, I wonder if John Wesley, George Whitefield, Francis 
Asbury, and other early Methodists would even recognize who we are today. As we 
lovingly instruct and encourage our children, the passion for God will be ignited once 
again. 



CHAPTER SIX 


PROJECT ANALYSIS 

Introduction 

At the onset of this DMin project, there were many nervous feelings. The reason 
for this is because there was not a clear path to be taken to fulfill the requirements. 
However, when God gave the answer, the direction made perfect sense. Pomona United 
Methodist Church is a place that has become well known for the children and youth 
groups. The love that is shown, especially to children, is unmatched. There are plenty of 
churches that want children to be a part of the church, but there are fewer churches that 
really mean what they say. The difference is how they go about living this out. PUMC is 
one of the churches that wanted children and youth to be a part of what God was doing at 
the church and they showed that by not only praying to God for God to bring them more 
children, but they loved on everyone that came through the doors. I started this program 
as part of a different context. This is the reason for the nervous feelings. Yet, God acted 
in such a way that PUMC became our home. 

Some of the first questions asked when developing a project such as this are, Does 
God use children in supernatural ways? Can God really speak to children and can they 
really hear and actually minister to adults or even other children in a local United 
Methodist church? Through the research for the four foundational chapters, the question 
can be answered affirmatively. The Bible has many occurrences of children being vital 
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instruments for God. How did they do this? While they may not have completely 
understood what was going on in their life, they continued in their actions. It proved to be 
exactly what God wanted to do in the first place. The Old Testament has several 
examples of children and young people doing mighty acts for God. Gideon was asked to 
serve God. He continued praying and asking for signs and in the end, followed God. 
Young David did an amazing act for God. When no one else would stand up to the giant 
who was insulting God and God’s people, he stepped right in and used a slingshot to put 
Goliath down. The story of Samuel though proved to be the best Old Testament 
foundation because of a couple of elements this story illustrated. First, Samuel was just a 
young boy. He was a child of promise. After his mother prayed for a child, she vowed to 
give him to the service of God. When the High Priest Eli realized she was praying, he 
said that God would grant her request. As Samuel grew under the leadership of Eli in the 
temple, it happened one night that God called out to the young boy. Of course, the boy 
did not realize it was God and ran to check on Eli, who by this time was old and was 
losing his sight. After doing this two times, Eli finally caught on to what was happening. 
This leads to the second element this story holds. Eli taught Samuel what to say when he 
heard the voice of God again. 

As in the Old Testament, the New Testament was filled with several good 
examples that could be used as a foundation. However, the story that really struck at the 
heart of this project was that of the disciples asking Jesus who was the greatest. Jesus 
then pulled a child into their midst and said that the disciples were to become like this 
child. Many wonder what Jesus meant. What makes this a good foundational Scripture is 
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that Jesus talked about the faith of a child. It is interesting to note that a child was that 
close to Jesus. Maybe that meant that children, in fact, entire families followed Jesus. 

Leaving the time of the Bible, there are many recorded instances where children 
lived into the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit. Many of the well-known revivals 
throughout history had in some way children either praying for the revival or during the 
revival showing supernatural signs of the Holy Spirit. Since this project was implemented 
within a local congregation of The United Methodist Church, it was important to show 
that these events were also in the history of The United Methodist Church. John Wesley 
wrote about times where he witnessed children experiencing visions, words of knowledge, 
and other supernatural signs of being filled with the Holy Spirit. Even though some 
clergy and laity may not know or accept it, this is a part of the history of The United 
Methodist Church. We may talk about the Holy Spirit today as a denomination, but we 
act like we do not expect to see what John Wesley and the early Methodists had seen 
concerning the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

The theological foundation chapter focuses on the questions, “Who is the Holy 
Spirit and what does the Holy Spirit do in the life of a believer?” It also showed that 
children can and do experience the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit. The natural 
faith of the child enables that child to be capable of operating in the Holy Spirit. This is 
done sometimes without question. An adult may question the motives or try to explain in 
a rational way what is happening before truly believing. However, a child will naturally 
believe that if God said it, then it will happen. A personal example of this was shared in 
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Our oldest daughter was healed from pink eye and not because of any medicine. 
Her mother and I were expecting to take her to the doctor, but when she woke up she was 
completely healed. When asked about it, she said, “Well, I prayed that God would heal 
my eye and He did.” It was that simple. She experienced no worrying and wondering if 
this was truly going to happen or not. This is what is meant by the natural faith of child. 
Children can and often times do operate in this power up until the time the adults 
unintentionally teach the child to doubt and question the Holy Spirit. Mostly, this is not 
done deliberately. Maybe most lack consistent continued teaching on the subject, as they 
become teenagers, young adults, and then adults. When there is not appropriate training 
and encouragement of that natural faith, then basically, we are deciding to teach unbelief. 
A quote that is referred to a couple of times throughout this project is from Becky Fisher. 
She says, “Of all creatures of our God and King, children are the most naturally equipped 
and gifted to walk in the arena of signs and wonders because of their simplicity and 
childlike faith. They merely need to be told that God can do anything.” 1 Are adults ready 
to tell the children that God can do anything? Do the adults really believe themselves that 
God can do anything? 

The theoretical chapter shows how this model of instructing, training, and 
encouragement, followed by a time of allowing the children to do what they are naturally 
capable of doing, can work. There were also examples of children functioning in the 
supernatural ways of the Holy Spirit without any visible signs of being trained. These 
cases are no less important because the Holy Spirit is still involved and the natural faith 
of a child was evident. In addition to this, the adults in these cases were very encouraging 

1 Becky Fischer, Redefining Children’s Ministry in the 21 st Century: A Call for Radical Change 
(Mandan, ND: Kids in Ministry International, Inc., 2008), 205. 
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of the child. The project is based not only on the encouragement of the child, but also on 


the training of the child and then being unleashed to do supernatural ministry. Every case 
that involved a training session of some kind ended with an amazing story of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

Looking at disciplines outside of the church, a very important element emerged 
that strengthened the foundation of the project. That element is the experience of the 
child. Several fields of study contend that if the child could experience something, the 
retention level was a lot higher than that of just hearing a lecture on any given subject. 
Educational models focus now more on the experiences a child has than on the classroom 
time. In fact, some school systems have banned textbooks. “In Mesa, Arizona, school 
administrator Susan Sprague and her colleagues have banned textbooks . . . They 
recognized that students forget almost everything they read or hear, but remember almost 
everything they experience directly.” 2 They have realized the significance of the 
experiences that their students are involved with. The model this project followed was 
largely based on the children’s experiences of hearing from God and allowing the Holy 
Spirit to work through them as they ministered to the adults. 

The children that participated in this project did not need to just sit through a 
lecture about the Holy Spirit and then go home until the next class. Instead, they heard of 
the Holy Spirit, how the Holy Spirit works, how the Holy Spirit uses children all over the 
world, and then were encouraged to listen to God and follow the direction of the Holy 
Spirit as they prayed for adults and other children at the altar during Sunday morning 


2 Thom & Joani Schultz, Why Nobody Learns Much of Anything at Church: And How to Fix It 
(Loveland, CO: Group, 1996), 218. 
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worship. These experiences have strengthened and will continue to strengthen the 
children as they grow into faith-filled adults. 

Methodology 

Research for creating a survey took place very early on in this project. However, 
it was not clear at the beginning what the survey was going to measure or prove. PUMC 
seeks the Holy Spirit in what they are doing in the life of the church. The Holy Spirit is 
felt when the church gathers. Therefore, a survey about the Holy Spirit seemed like a 
waste of time. Nevertheless, a survey would be needed if for nothing else than to confirm 
what was already felt. It was obvious that the people of the church would love to see their 
children praying for adults and being used in supernatural ways. 

The survey that was finally used, found in Appendix A, was given to determine 
several factors. One piece of information gathered was how open the congregation would 
be in supporting the children in their experiencing the supernatural power of God. Once 
the survey was compiled and printed, it was handed out during announcement time at the 
start of the worship service for two weeks in a row. It was requested that each person 
complete one survey, omit his or her name, and hand it back in at the close of the service. 
The questions on the survey were to consider where the people of the church were at in 
their understanding of God and measure their willingness to have a child pray for them. 

As stated, this survey helped support the original belief that the congregation would be 
open to seeing the children used by God, but it also raised some other things to think 
through with this project. It is interesting that the original assumption was not completely 
accurate. The results showed that there was not a complete agreement on any of the 
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questions that were asked. In other words, no one answer was 100%. In some ways this 
was very comforting because it showed that there was work needed to be done in order 
for a project such as this to work. 

In addition to the survey for the congregation, there was a five-week sermon 
series covering the topic of children hearing from God and being used in mighty ways for 
God. The sermon content over those weeks covered the faith of Hannah, how God spoke 
to a child named Samuel, how Jesus said that we are to become l ik e children to enter the 
Kingdom of God, and how Jesus told others to let the children come to him. Another 
sermon was given about the Holy Spirit. In particular, about how the Holy Spirit can and 
does use anyone, no matter the age. These sermons were given during the same time 
frame of the class. It was hoped as the children were learning about hearing from God 
that the congregation would be learning to be more receptive to having a child pray for 
them. The sermons were well received and it seemed that the adults were more prepared 
for a child to pray over them. Throughout the time of the class with the children, parents 
would come to me and talk about the difference they were already seeing in their child. It 
was asked of each parent to write a summary of how they felt their child experienced the 
class. In addition to this, some conversations with those who were prayed for by the 
children were recorded. 


Implementation 

As we began praying at the beginning of this project, the context associates and I 
were in conversation about how this was going to look at PUMC. It was clear from the 
beginning, this project would be more than fulfilling a degree requirement. Admittedly, 
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adults had not experienced a class like this before. It seemed these adults were excited 
that the class would be offered and it was projected that our children would be 
encouraged in then - journey of faith. As the topic of the class was presented, the parents 
especially wanted their own children to attend, but were equally excited to know the 
children of the church would be experiencing the same. 

A meeting was held with Sunday school teachers and other adults to compile a list 
of names of students fitting the age criteria of the class. Then, public school teachers who 
attend PUMC confirmed the list of names and ages. We drew the conclusion that within 
the life of the congregation, there are two groups of children: those whose parents bring 
them, and those who are picked up and brought to church through the van ministry. 
Within these groups, some of those come either Sunday mornings or Wednesday nights 
and then there are some who are present on both days. This would be a factor in 
determining when the class would be offered. Once the names of children were gathered, 
a meeting with the context associates was held and the discussion of when the class 
should be offered took place. 

In this conversation, three options were discussed. The first option was to hold a 
special class on Sunday Morning during the Sunday school hour. The second option was 
to hold the class during the regularly scheduled youth time on Wednesday night. The 
third option was to hold the class on a separate day that was not currently a church day. 
Ultimately, the context associates agreed the class should be offered during Sunday 
school because it was an established time that most were present. Adding another time 
did not seem feasible because that conflicted with the busyness of everyday life, 
children’s sports and extra-curricular activities. The plan was to get participants who fit 
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the age group specified, conduct a survey to gather information of knowledge and support, 
offer a class to the students, and center a sermon series on the topics of hearing from God 
without age limitations. 

It was decided that the class would center around ten and eleven year olds. 
Actually, ten year olds were the first age group, but when it came time to implement the 
project, several of the children had turned eleven. Therefore, the age range was changed 
to older elementary age. There were two reasons why this age group was chosen. One 
being that there were a large number of children that fell into this age group. It was hoped 
for at least twelve children that could be asked to be in the class with the prayer that eight 
or so would see it through the end. The Lord answered that prayer because about twelve 
children were at the first class and there were ten or eleven at each class. The other reason 
this age group was decided upon was simply their age. With the project focusing on 
children hearing from God and ministering to adults, the obvious conclusion was that 
children had to be used in the project. At the beginning of the project, I did not want to 
include children who were too old, meaning, I was hoping the children would still have 
their natural faith intact before it was unintentionally taught out of them by life. On the 
other hand, it was felt that the children should not be too young that they would not grasp 
the lessons that were being taught in the class. This will be addressed in more detail later 
in this chapter, but it needs to said that younger would be an excellent choice in hearing 
God and allowing them the opportunity to minister to adults. 

Informal conversations with parents of children fitting the age criteria began 
several weeks before the proposed timeline of the project. These conversations took place 
on the telephone, at church, in members’ homes, and even at the soccer field. The 
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conversations served a two-fold purpose. The first purpose was to gain permission from 
the parent for their child to participate while assuring identity protection in the writing of 
the project. The second was to measure the interest from the parent for his or her own 
child to participate. It should be noted there were some who fit the age group but for 
various reasons did not participate. These reasons included timing of the class, 
commitment to the entire project, and not fully comprehending the aim of the class. 

To get to the heart of the matter of hearing from God, the children agreed to 
participate in a six-week study. It appeared the children were eager to start. Some in 
invited friends to join in, while others committed to be being present as often as they 
could over the duration of the project. A couple of the children had to change plans just to 
come to class. This showed their excitement and their commitment to this project. As the 
children arrived to the class, they were given a three-ring binder and were asked not to 
put their name on it so that their identity throughout this project would be kept safe. It 
was also hoped that the children would be more open to be honest if they knew their 
names were not on their notebooks. 

The children were asked to put on their notebook if they were a boy or a girl, their 
age, and then, starting at one end of table going around, one child put an “A”, the next a 
“B,” then the next a “C” until all the children had a letter in place of their name. Of the 
twelve participants, three were boys while the remaining nine children were girls. In 
addition, four participants were ten years old while the remaining eight were eleven years 
old. It was requested that at least one context associate would sit in the class as a silent 
observer. This person placed a number one instead of their name. They were given a 
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notebook and were invited to follow along and do the work just like the children were 


doing. Figure 1 helps to illustrate how all of this 


Participant 

Age 

Gender 

A 

11 

Female 

B 

11 

Female 

C 

10 

Female 

D 

11 

Female 

E 

10 

Male 

F 

11 

Male 

G 

10 

Female 

H 

11 

Female 

I 

11 

Female 

J 

11 

Male 

K 

11 

Female 

L 

10 

Female 

#1 

67 

Male 


Figure 1. Make up of Class Participants 

Inside each notebook was a packet that we would all be working through during 
the six weeks together. This packet, found in Appendix C, had Scripture, questions, ideas, 
and plenty of room for taking notes. The majority of this packet comes from Jennifer 
Toledo’s book, Eyes That See and Ears That Hear: A Parents Guide to Teaching Their 
Children How To Hear The Voice Of God. 

At the beginning of each class, we began with a welcome and a prayer. There was 
a lot of excitement building up to the first class. This eagerness grew because of the drive 
the children brought to this class. There was plenty of time given in each class for 
explanation and responses to questions or ideas. This group is a very loving, talkative 
group. However, there seemed to be something that held them back from fully engaging 
and participating more in our time together. The first two classes only two or three 
children responded to questions or were involved in the conversation. It took awhile to 
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really get more of the whole group involved. They all were writing in their notebooks, 
but very few would share out loud what they wrote and were thinking. 

The very first question in the notebooks for the class, as found in Appendix C was, 
“Do you really believe that God wants to speak to you and that you can hear him?” This 
question was the very first idea we thought about before anything else was said or done in 
the class. Everyone one that participated in this class answered the question by saying, 
“yes.” When I realized this, I thought this was going to be easy and it would be a great 
project to show everyone. The class and really the whole project were off to a great start. 
However, when the second question came up for discussion, the reality set in of what we 
were all doing there in this class. The second question asked, “Has God ever spoken to 
you?” A follow up question was, “What did God say?” The answers were almost all the 
same. Each child said they believed God wants to speak, nevertheless, they answered that 
God has not spoken to them. One child said that God has spoken to them, but forgot what 
was said. It was very interesting to see the look on their faces as they thought about God 
speaking to them. Very quickly, I noticed that this project was not going to be as easy as 
was first thought. 

The first three classes were just to get them to the point of realizing that God does 
in fact speak and we can certainly hear what God has to say. There were times of 
preparation before the start of the class. Not everything in Jennifer Toledo’s book was 
used and it was not used in the order she has it laid out. Again, this work book is an 
excellent resource to be used, but knowing that there were only six weeks in the project 
to do it all, there were some ideas not covered. This was especially true in the last three 
weeks of the class with the children. The questions in the children’s notebooks allowed 
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them to practice hearing from God. Some of the questions and answers will be addressed 
further in the next section of this chapter. However, it is interesting to note here that this 
group of children was not all that different from most children. What is suggested here is 
that even though it appeared that the children were not comprehending the discussion, 
when their notebooks were read, it was amazing to see what they heard God telling them. 

During the planning stages of this project a date was set to hand out the surveys 
and then two weeks later, begin the class. Due to weather and other circumstances at 
PUMC, everything was pushed back a week. This did not seem to hinder anything at all 
with the project, especially during the first three class meetings. At the end of the third 
class, the children were reminded what was going to be asked of them the following 
Sunday. They were told that during the hymn of invitation, they would be up front 
praying for people as the people were led to come forward for prayer. It would be 
wonderful to add a picture of their faces at this point because they were petrified. Some 
jokingly said that they would be sick or that something might come up that would prevent 
them from being present for the prayer time. 

After all of the laughter, moans, and groans, I felt it was necessary and important 
to share some things with them. The first thing that was shared was that they would not 
be forced to do something they did not feel comfortable doing. This was actually stressed 
to them because the authenticity of the project would be at stake if they were required to 
pray for someone they were not led to pray for. The thought of not being forced seemed 
to settle the group somewhat. Honestly, it appeared that the entire group was ready to 
take that option. The other thing that was shared with them was for them to remember 
what the group had been talking about for three weeks. If we ask, God will speak to us. 
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This is a promise from God as found in Jeremiah 33:3. “Call to me, and I will answer you, 
and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” Actually, this verse was 
on the bottom of every page of the notebook. It was and still is very important that we all 
realize that this is a promise of God and that means God will keep the promise. After 
being reassured everything will be okay, the third class meeting was dismissed. The 
students were to be praying throughout the week for God to calm their nerves and for 
them to be open to be used by the Holy Spirit to pray for the adults of the congregation. 
During the course of this class, the churchgoers were also preparing for the children to be 
up front, involved in the ministry of prayer. 

The next Sunday finally came. As the preparations took place for the first Sunday 
of the children praying, it was difficult to know exactly what to do to help the children be 
more comfortable praying for others. As was discussed in a previous chapter, the children 
did not need to go through a six weeks class of lessons without any practical application. 
With this in mind, the perfect lesson of the day was planned. The class would go to the 
sanctuary and get more relaxed being up front. As the children arrived for their fourth 
class, they were excited, yet anxious about what they were going to being doing that 
morning. After the gathering prayer, the class was informed that they were going on a 
field trip to the main sanctuary. This was certainly God directed because it was exactly 
what the children needed in order for their nerves be at ease. They sat up front as it was 
explained to them what was going to happen after the sermon that day. It just so 
happened that this particular Sunday morning was the day that PUMC celebrated Holy 
Communion together. The custom at PUMC for Holy Communion is for the people to 
come forward to two different stations, on either side of the sanctuary and then pray or 
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return immediately to their seats down the center aisle. With all of this in mind, the 
children saw the place that were asked to be in order to pray for those who desired prayer. 

One of the original thoughts with how this was going to work was for each 
student to be on their own praying for people. However, it was evident the children were 
more comfortable with the thought of being a part of a prayer team. As we were 
discussing how the prayer time was going to happen, a person that was preparing Holy 
Communion kept coming in and out of the sanctuary. That person was asked if they 
would be willing to allow the children to practice on them at that moment. After it was 
agreed upon, the children were asked once again if they were ready to pray. Being 
reminded that if they did not feel ready, they did not have to pray, three participants said 
they would rather not pray that day. Their honesty was greatly appreciated. With the 
remaining children, two prayer groups were formed. One group had the three boys and 
the other group had four girls with the other three girls observing what was happening. 
This would prove beneficial later in days to come. The two groups were asked to have 
one person be prepared to ask the people that would come forward if there were anything 
that they could pray for with them. Also, the prayer teams were asked to have someone 
prepared to offer the prayer. 

The person who volunteered to allow the children to pray for them knelt down 
and the children gathered around. With a little help, the group of boys went first. One 
asked what they could pray for and it was asked that they pray for the person’s work 
place. At that time, I reminded the two groups to pause and ask God how to pray even if 
they did not know what or how to pray. A prayer was offered and it was beautiful. The 
person who asked for the prayers had tears in their eyes. I asked if it would be okay for 
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the other group to practice. The girls gathered around the one kneeling and asked what 
they could pray for. The request was for all the students in school. Another lovely prayer 
was given and both groups were thanked for praying in such a heart-felt way. 

There were several minutes remaining in the class and the children were asked if 
they had any questions. After seeing none, I asked them if they felt ready and they said 
they were, but it was recognizable they were still nervous. The context associate who 
joined the class asked if they could be prayed for and the children immediately said yes. 
This time, both groups combined and with a little reminding, one of the children asked 
what they could pray for. The reply was to pray for the aches and pains in their body. It 
was so breathtaking what followed. I mentioned that if someone wanted to start praying, 
others could join in praying for what God was leading them to pray. Therefore, one child 
starting praying. They thanked God for the person they were praying for and then asked 
God to bless their knees. The next child simply, yet powerfully asked God to heal the 
person’s back. Another child started to pray and asked God to touch their feet. Still 
another child prayed for this person’s neck. In the end, the whole body was prayed over. 
When the last one prayed and said amen, the context associate looked up with wide eyes 
and said they never felt that before. When asked to speak to that a moment, the person 
described heat over each part of their body as each child prayed for a specific part. When 
the individual stood up, they told the class that they felt no pain in their body where pain 
was before they started to pray. God was moving and the scheduled time for the children 
to pray had not yet occurred. However, the children seemed more ready because of the 
time of practice. In that time, they were able to see what the power of prayer can do in 
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someone’s life. They heard the testimony of the two people they prayed for before the 
worship service began. 

What a difference it made to have the children pray for the people. As you can see 
in Figure 2, the number of people who came forward for prayer on March 6, 2016 was 
more than the previous three weeks combined. To be fair, there was an attempt to try and 
count the number of people praying, however, that became difficult with the outpouring 
of those requesting prayer. The number shown for March 6 is where we lost count. God 
showed up in a mighty way and many people were blessed. 


# of People Praying at the Altar 



Figure 2. Number of People Praying at the Altar 

As the invitation was made, I invited the two prayer teams to come forward and told the 
congregation that this is the class that has been meeting to learn how to hear God in such 
a way that they could pray for others. The congregation was not pressured to come 
forward, but was invited if they felt led to come forward. Observing the prayer teams 
working was amazing. 

At first, one could see that they were nervous, but that did not last long at all. 
Very reluctantly, the groups went to their first person to pray with. They all knelt down 
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and all bowed their heads as one of them began to pray. Then they got up, looked around, 
and went to the next person. All of a sudden, the two groups were going back and forth 
finding people to pray over. It did not seem like an end was in sight and it was wonderful. 
When asked later how many people they prayed for, the answer was, “I don’t know, 
maybe a ton.” These adults that were leaving the altar had tears in their eyes and testified 
to the fact they felt the power of God as the children were offering the prayers. The 
children had a look of accomplishment in their eyes. They had just completed something 
they had had never attempted before. 

As soon as everyone was seated for the fifth meeting, the class was asked how it 
went for them praying for people the Sunday before. Everyone commented on the fact 
that it was not as hard as they originally thought. One of the children said, “After the first 
person, it became really easy.” After this, the children asked if they could go into the 
sanctuary again to practice. This was great, however they were told we needed to talk a 
minute and then we will go and see whom we could pray for. Before they were asked a 
question, they were told something very important. It had not been mentioned yet, but we 
talked for a couple of minutes about what confidentiality meant. I told them what an 
amazing privilege it was to pray for someone, especially in a time of great need. It was 
shared that those moments were very special and should be considered something serious. 
The point was made that we should not go around telling others what someone said in the 
times that we were praying with the people. With that being said, I did ask them not to 
share who said what, but they could give me some of the requests that were made. Some 
of the children prayed for people’s families, jobs, hurts in their life, and pains that were in 
their bodies. One of the boys got real excited and said, “Oh yeah, this one person asked if 
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we could pray for their finances.” I responded with a comment about how great that was 
for someone to ask for that prayer. The boy continued, “I guess it was great, I don’t even 
know what finances are.” As funny as this was, it pointed to something extremely 
important. Even though the child did not know what it was they were praying for, they 
still prayed that God would move in the situation. Sometimes, adults think that have to 
know everything before we pray. However, this child proved that if you are faithful, God 
will listen and to honor the prayer. 

After a few moments of discussion, the children asked again if they could go into 
the sanctuary to practice again. There was a lot of excitement in everyone’s voice. Here is 
where something remarkable happened. One of the girls that sat out the week before 
came up a said she wanted to be a part of one of the prayer teams this week. She was not 
forced at all. It was her decision after hearing and seeing of all the good things that 
happened. For the second week of praying, which was the fifth week of the project, we 
had three prayer teams. As the group walked into the sanctuary, there was someone 
sitting in the choir area all by themselves. This seemed odd because this person was 
always in a Sunday school class when they were present at church. The same was asked 
of this person as the previous Sunday, if they would be willing to volunteer for the 
children to practice praying for someone. The following account is from a note that this 
person wrote describing what happened. 

Before I tell what happened in the church sanctuary, let’s find out how I got there. 
My wife went to Nashville with our nieces to visit our daughters. This left me 
home alone Saturday evening and Sunday morning. I was dreading the time 
change and sure did not want to make an extra special effort to get up and attend 
the Men’s Breakfast, so, I slept in! I did manage to get to church in time for 
Sunday school (9:45). However, instead of going to my regular Sunday school 
class, I decided to go to the church sanctuary and prepare to record today’s 
service. I mention this because, if I had attended the breakfast, I would have 
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prepared for the service immediately after the breakfast. It is extremely rare for 
me to be at church during the Sunday school time and not be in Sunday school 
class. I had just finished up with the sound system when I heard the group enter 
the sanctuary. I thought this would be interesting; so, I decided to sit and observe. 
Brother Louis began by explaining to the children their role in today’s altar call. 
The children were split up into groups called “Prayer Teams.” Should someone 
come to the altar, one team should approach the individual and ask if they would 
like one of the Prayer Teams to pray with them. Brother Louis looked up and saw 
me. He asked if I would be willing to help the kids practice. I walked up to the 
altar. The children, context associate, and Brother Louis surrounded me. This 
made me feel a bit uncomfortable, so I asked if I could kneel at the altar. Again, 
the children surrounded me. With some prompting, one of the children asked me 
what I would like to pray for. I answered, “My mom has been on my mind a lot 
here lately.” Again, with some prompting, this child said a most beautiful prayer. 
At the start of the prayer, I could feel a hand on my shoulder. During the prayer, I 
felt that same hand but I also felt a warming in my mid-section. Now, I can’t 
describe that warm feeling exactly, but it began about my mid-to-lower sternum 
and spread toward my stomach area. It didn’t stay long; it didn’t hurt; it was 
satisfying! My sense of feeling was more acute. Another child placed their hand 
on mine; it just felt warm and satisfying. So, as I write this and try to describe 
what happened, I think the best single word to describe this experience is 
SATISFYING. That seems strange to me! I really believe God spoke through the 
children praying. Maybe, one attribute of God’s touch is a warm and satisfying 
feeling. 3 

What makes this story even more powerful is the fact that the one who was 
mentioned as praying so beautifully was one of the ones that sat out the week before and 
now decided to be a part of the prayer team. This is the time when some preachers might 
say, “Somebody should say amen!” What a glorious thing God did in that moment and 
we were able to be witnesses. Another teaching moment happened when the prayer was 
over. We were able to talk about the laying on of hands. It was mentioned how it is okay 
to ask the person if they would mind or not if hands were laid on the person. If it were 
acceptable with the person, then placing a hand on the shoulder or upper back would be 
tolerable. As in the above account, placing one’s hand on another hand would also be 


3 This story is used with permission. Names of the children and context associate have been 
removed to ensure confidentiality and to protect each person’s identity. 
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satisfactory. It was very clear that God was moving in these practice times. In fact, it may 
not be appropriate to call these experiences “practice times” because within these sacred 
moments people were having very real encounters with God. 

For the second week in a row, the invitation for prayer was given and the prayer 
teams were invited to come and take their place up front. As it has been said throughout 
this project, many churches have no place for the children during the worship time except 
for the pew or, in some cases, the children are ushered out of the worship space for 
coloring and cookies in order for the adults to worship without being bothered by the 
children. However, this group of children had their place as the prayer team of PUMC. 

Up until this point, the church had no formal prayer ministry team. This week was 
different though. Instead of a group of nervous, frightened children, those who stood to 
come forward were confident prayer warriors for God. The faith that had grown in just 
five weeks was nearly unbelievable. As one can see in Figure 2, there were not as many 
people who came forward for prayer, but that did not stop God from working through 
these children. 

The time had come for the sixth and final class for the project. There are not 
words that truly capture the difference in the children from the first class to the last. 
Before they could ask if the class could go “practice” again, the two other participants 
who sat out the first two weeks of praying said they wanted to be a part of the team. It 
was almost hard to contain them before we went into the sanctuary. As with the previous 
week, the class was asked what were some things that people asked to be prayed for. The 
items included family, work, pain in someone’s ann, and in a couple of cases, the 
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children were asked to just start praying. When asked how that went, it was said, “It was 
different, but still cool.” 

As a group, we went to the sanctuary and the children immediately saw a husband 
and wife sitting near the back. To my knowledge, they have not been to church that early 
before. We will just say it was another divine appointment. The class asked me to go and 
ask the couple if they could be the volunteers. Following the children’s wishes, the 
couple was asked and they agreed to ask the children to pray for them. The couple was 
told to be as free as possible to ask for anything they wish and they could elaborate or not, 
it was their choice. As they came forward, instead of each group praying, the entire class 
wanted to pray together. One in the group of children asked what they could pray and the 
couple responded, “Please pray for our son’s fiancee. She is not doing well lately and we 
need God to move in her life now.” They began to be emotional and the children were 
taken back by this out pouring. The children were reminded that all was okay and for 
someone who felt led, to start praying. The prayers offered were heart-felt and genuine. 
Each prayer asked God one way or another to touch this young lady and to help her feel 
better. Then, something was prayed that caught us all off guard. One of the children 
prayed for some good news to come quickly. It was not a hint or even a question. It was a 
statement made in complete faith that it would take place. I wish it could be reported that 
a call came right at that moment with some good news. However, that would not be 
accurate. What can be reported is that the couple told me later that before worship was 
completed that day, their son sent them a text message saying there was a significant 
change in the status of his fiancee. When the prayer was completed, this couple told the 
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children that they felt at peace and actually sensed something like heat going through 
their hands back and forth to each other. 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit and yet another testimony, the children came 
forward as the invitation was given. This time though, they did not wait to be invited, 
they just came forward ready to be used by God. There were still three prayer teams. One 
group had the three boys and by this time, one group of girls had five and the other four. 
These prayer groups included the two who did not feel up to praying the previous two 
weeks. It was hard to come to a close with our meetings because the children desired to 
keep coming together. They continue to be encouraged to pray for people as God directs. 

Summary of Learning 

In her book, Jennifer Toledo lays out a very simple way for parents to help their 
children to understand God does speak to them and that they can here and act on what 
God says. It brought out a lot of things that I have never thought about before. Sometimes 
adults can make something that is very easy into something that is very hard. One of the 
things that we asked the participants in the class to do was to think about God as someone 
that they talked to everyday. In other words, we can talk to God and God can talk to us 
just like in the normal conversation between friends. Again, a very simple concept that is 
turned into something that seems to be unattainable. 

Growing up we teach children to pray. As we do so, it is almost as if we make it 
hard for them to relate to the Creator of everything. There is nothing wrong with bowing 
our heads, putting her hands together, and closing our eyes as we pray to God. However, 
we tend to forget that God wants and desires a relationship with us. Therefore we come to 
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God with reverence, afraid to speak what we are truly thinking. Somewhere on our faith 
journey we began to think that our prayers were something like a list of items that we 
need to get to God. The children who participated in this class were told that what they 
were starting was difficult. In fact, they were told that most if not all of the adults in the 
church never attempted to do what they are about to do. This made them somewhat more 
at ease with what was going to happen in class. However, there was still a sense of 
uneasiness. 

Why is it so hard to get into our frame of mind that we can talk to God, as we talk 
to our friends? When asked to pray over a meal or for some other occasion, some adults 
will say, “I don’t know what to say.” Yet when talking to a friend or someone we are 
acquainted with what words come fairly easy. This is the approach I feel Jennifer Toledo 
takes with her workbook for parents and this is the approach we took for this class. One 
of the points that she makes is that we would not have a very good friendship with 
someone if we did all the talking. True friendship comes from both talking and both 
listening. I do not remember ever being taught to listen for God to speak to me. This is a 
concept that has nearly slipped out of the hands at the church. Meaning, we have not 
talked enough about listening for God to speak. Of course, we pray for God to speak as 
we pray for God to move in a certain situation, yet we never allow time for God to do 
what we have asked him. This project has attempted to make something that we have 
made hard back to the way God intended. 

I would imagine that the children who participated in this class probably thought 
the questions I was asking were not important or did not made a lot of sense. We took 
time in the first class as well as every class to think about how we talk to God. We are 
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really good at asking God a question, but we have a lot to learn when it comes to taking 
the time for God to speak and actually answer us. 

Conclusion 

There was an idea at the beginning of this project that suggested that God could 
speak to children, children could hear what God is saying, and the children, being led by 
the Holy Spirit, could pray for adults during a Sunday morning worship service. On the 
one hand, this idea was not an innovative proposal because in the opinion of some people, 
of course God can speak to children, they hear it, and then able to pray for others. On the 
other hand, the question can be asked, “If this is true, why is it not seen more in our 
churches?” From the start of the planning, researching, studying, formulating, 
implementing, and now writing about the project, I have seen churches advertise that they 
are a child friendly church. Some of these churches might even have a bookmark that 
encourages parents to talk to children about what happens during a Sunday morning 
worship service. Some churches will have designated rooms for parents to take crying 
children, or better yet, some churches will gladly march the children right out of the 
worship so the adults can really focus on what God is trying to say that morning. 

However, this was not the aim of this project. 

The aim of this project was to observe what would happen if children were trained 
to hear God and they encouraged to follow through with what they heard. Could they do 
it? Would adults be willing to be prayed for by a child? These question and many more 
like them were asked at the very start of this project and the same answer kept coming, 
which was “yes.” With the right training and preparations, the children would know they 
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could hear from God. With the right teaching, a congregation could be brought to a point 
of being willing to have a child pray over them. This project did not focus on how cute it 
would be for a child to pray. It was expected that healings would happen, people would 
be delivered, and that through the children, the adults would hear from God. 

The question is now, after the project has been completed, did it work? The 
answer I feel is yes. Yes, the children can learn how to hear God and follow that guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. Yes, the children can take what they hear from God and pray for adults 
with effective results. One of the main reasons I can confidently say yes, this project 
worked is because of the local church. Sure, God can move anywhere, however, PUMC 
is a congregation who for the most part is open to the Holy Spirit. A project like this may 
not have worked so well in the previous church to which I was appointed. 

There are at least two reasons why I believe this. The first reason is because there 
were not that many children. There would have been a fairly large age gap between the 
children in the class. The second reason is because even though the previous appointment 
loved children, there were several instances that proved they wanted children to act in a 
certain way. Allowing them to be led by the Holy Spirit was out of the question because 
what if they did something that was not normally done! Therefore, a spiritual analysis 
would have to be completed in a local congregation and tough questions will have to 
asked and answered before a project like this is attempted. 

If this project is going to implemented in the future, there are some things I would 
like to suggest that would have to be thought about and possibly added to what I have 
done here. The first thing to be considered is the age of the participants in the class. Ten 
and eleven year olds were a part of the class with this project. The reason for this age was 
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because it was hoped they still have what some might call their natural faith. Meaning, 
they not only believed in God, but they also believed what God can do in their lives. The 
one thing that was noticed right away was that the children who were a part of this class 
were already starting to think they could not hear from God. Every one of them believed 
that God wanted to speak, but they also believed that God had not spoken to them. A 
consideration of having a class for seven to nine year olds might be good to consider. 

Another item to consider is the timing of the class. This project had to be 
implemented in the springtime and because of some unforeseen issues, the ending of the 
six weeks class was Palm Sunday. This may not be a major issue in some local churches, 
but the issue came for us when the following Sunday was Easter and it was hard to keep 
the focus on the class. This was my fault for sure, but it might be good to consider the 
timing of the church calendar. 

It would be good to be prepared for the students to want to continue meeting as a 
class. This was so amazing and at the same time, heartbreaking. It was amazing in terms 
of how the children wanted to continue to meet and practice praying. As pointed out 
earlier, the difference in these students from the first class to the last was astonishing. 
They were so excited to continue and this is why it was heartbreaking. There was already 
a teacher that was over this class and it was not planned very well to meet longer than the 
six weeks. Even though this teacher would have had no problems allowing me to 
continue, it was felt that the teacher needed to have the class back. It really came down to 
poor preparations for the possibility of meeting longer. That and the busyness of Easter 
made it hard to continue. To this day, the children still want to meet and we have on 
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occasion. In fact, we are planning a time outside of the Sunday school time to meet to 
complete the workbook. 

The final thing I wish could have been different would be to add two formal 
meeting times or, a better word would be, retreat. The first retreat should have been done 
on the Friday night or Saturday night before the six weeks class began. At this gathering, 
all parents, students, and context associates would have been asked to be in attendance. 
The purpose would be to make sure all parents knew exactly what was being asked of 
each child and that they would know the expectations from my point of view. There were 
phone calls made and conversations took place, however, there were some who were late 
to the first class because it was not communicated well enough as to the location of the 
class. The second retreat would also be held on a Friday or Saturday night, but this time it 
would be before the first time the children would pray for the adults at the altar. This was 
actually an excellent idea of one of the professional associates. However, it was not 
implemented soon enough to get on everyone’s calendar. This retreat would include a 
meal, some playtime, and also some time for worship and prayer. During this time, the 
children would receive a prayer of blessing and impartation. This would have been such a 
wonderful addition to the project. It will certainly be included the next time this project is 
done again. In addition, as this is implemented again, we may follow the excellent 
resource Barbie Hunt has in her training manual. In this manual. Barbie lays out a ten- 
week training for the children who will participate in a healing room. 

An interesting avenue that this may take is going outside of the church with the 
children’s prayer team. One of the places that we may go is to visit a couple of shut-ins. I 
believe that the people would be open to having the children to pray for them. In one 
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instance, before the project was implemented, a group went to a church member’s home 
to pray for them before a surgery. There were several children present and when it came 
time to pray, it was the children who began. In addition to this, it is my hope that we can 
go to a nursing home in town to visit some of the residents. The children are more than 
capable of being able to go outside of the church and pray for the adults they meet along 
the way. 
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For the purpose of this survey, “Supernatural Ministry” is defined as supernatural 
displays of the Holy Spirit such as signs and wonders, miracles, healings, and deliverance. 

1. My age: _Under 18 _.18-30 _.31-50_51-65 _65-80 _80+ 

2. My gender: _ male _ female 

3. My relationship with PUMC? _ _ Member_Regular Attendee _Visitor 

4. How long have you been attending PUMC? 

_-1 year _1-5 yrs. _.6-10 yrs. __ 11-20 yrs. _21-30 yrs. _30+yrs. 

5. Do you feel that God still acts in our lives today like we read in the Bible? 

_Yes _No 

6. What do you think is our congregation’s current interest in Supernatural 
ministry? 

_No interest _Low level of interest _Some interest _Great interest 

7. What has been your experience regarding teaching at Pomona UMC on 
Supernatural ministry? (Teaching is defined as sermons, Bible studies, seminars, 
etc.) 

__ Little teaching _No teaching _Too much teaching 

8. Do you think God speaks to people any more? _.Yes _No 

9. Have you personally experienced any of the following? _No 

__ Received a miraculous healing _Prayed for someone who received healing 

_Speaking in tongues __ Interpretation of tongues 

_Seen or felt the presence of an angel _Received a word of knowledge 

_Clearly heard the voice of God _Given or received a word of prophesy 

_Prayed for and received a miracle _Other supernatural displays of the Spirit 

_Received the baptism of the Holy Spirit _I do not understand any of this 

10. Do you know anyone in our congregation that has experienced any of the above 

things? _Yes _No 

11. Do you believe that children can hear from God? _Yes_Not Sure _No 

12. Do you believe that children should be allowed to have a place in the worship 

service other than the children’s time? _Wes _Wo 

13. Do you believe that God can use children in the life of this church? 

_Yes _No 

14. With 1 being not receptive at all and 5 being very receptive, how would you rate 
your feeling of having a child pray for you at the altar during worship? 


Would you rate differently knowing that the children praying for you have been 
trained to hear God’s voice? _Yes _No 
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New Summary Report - 01 February 2016 

1. My Age 



Value 

Percent 

Count 

Statistics 


under 18 

16.5% 

13 

Sum 

3,121.0 

18-30 

12.7% 

10 

Average 

47.3 

31-50 

21.5% 

17 

StdDev 

19.4 

51-65 

17.7% 

14 

Max 

80.0 

65-80 

25.3% 

20 



80+ 

6.3% 

5 




Total 

79 




1 
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2. My Gender 


Female 61% 



Male 39% 


Value 

Percent 

Count 

Male 

39.0% 

30 

Female 

61.0% 

47 

Total 77 


2 
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3. My Relationship with Pomona UMC? 



Value 

Percent 

Count 

Member 

69.2% 

54 

Regular Attendee 

20.5% 

16 

Visitor 

10.3% 

8 


Total 

78 


3 
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4. How long have you been attending Pomona UMC? 



6-10 years 26.6% 


Value 

Percent 


Count 

Statistics 


Under 1 year 

17.7% 

■ 

14 

Sum 

482.0 

1-5 years 

19.0% 

■ 

15 

Average 

8.5 

6-10 years 

26.6% 

■ 

21 

StdDev 

7.0 

11-20 years 

12.7% 

1 

10 

Max 

21.0 


21-30 years 

13.9% 

1 

Over 30 years 

10.1% 

• 



Total 

79 


4 
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5. Do you feel that God still acts in our lives today like we read in the Bible? 



^ Ves 88.2% 


Value 

Percent 

Count 

Yes 

88.2% 

67 

No 

11.8% 

1 


Total 76 


5 
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6. What do you think is our congregation's current interest in Supernatural ministry? 



Value 

Percent 

Count 

No Interest 

5.3% 

4 

Low level ol Interest 

10.7% 

8 

Some Interest 

36.0% 

27 

Great Interest 

48.0% 

36 


Total 

75 


6 
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7. What has been your experience regarding teaching at Pomona UMC on Supernatural ministry? 



Value 

Percent 

Count 

Little teaching 

60.9% 

39 

No teaching 

23.4% 

15 

Too much teaching 

15.6% 

10 


Total 

64 


7 
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8. Do you think God speaks to people any more? 


No 10.4% -v 



Yes 89.6% 


Value 

Percent 

Count 

Yes 

89.6% 

IPBH 69 

No 

10.4% 

1 


Total 77 


8 
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9. Have you personally experienced any of the following? 

100 


35.5% 

I 

Received a 
miraculous 
healing 


Value 

No 

Received a miraculous healing 
Speaking in Tongues 
Seen or felt the presence of an angel 
Clearly heard the voice of God 
Prayed for and received a miracle 
Received the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
Prayed for someone who received healing 
Interpretation of tongues 
Received a word of knowledge 
Given or received a word of prophesy 
Other supernatural displays of the Holy Spirit 
I do not understand any of this 



Speaking in 
Tongues 


Seen or lelt the Clearty heard the Prayed for and 
presence of an voice of God received a 

angel miracle 


Percent 

14.5% 

35.5% 

13.2% 

38.2% 

31.6% 

51.3% 

71.1% 

76.3% 

7.9% 

42.1% 

23.7% 

22.4% 

13.2% 



I 

Total 


Count 

11 

27 

10 

29 

24 

39 

54 

58 

6 

32 

18 

17 

10 

76 



9 



10. Do you know anyone in our congregation that has experienced any of the above things? 


No 18.7% -\ 



Yes 81.3% 


Value 


Percent 


Count 
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11. Do you believe children can hear from God? 

No 5.3% -i 

\ 



Yes 81.6% 


Value 

Percent 

Count 

Yes 

81.6% 


Not Sure 

13.2% 

■ 

No 

5.3% 

i 


Total 76 


11 
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12. Do you believe that children should be allowed to have a place in the worship service other than the 
children's time? 


No 10.7% 



Yes 89.3% 


Value 

Percent 

Count 

Yes 

89.3% 

67 

No 

10.7% 

• 


Total 75 


12 
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13. Do you believe that God can use children in the life of this church? 

No 6.6% 

A 



L Yes 93.4% 

Value Percent 

Count 

Yes 93.4% 

71 

No 6.6% 

5 

Total 

76 


13 
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14. With 1 being not receptive at all and 5 being very receptive, how would you rate your feeling of having a child 
pray for you at the altar during worship? 

■O 3.9% 



Value 

Percent 

Count 

Statistics 


1 3.9% 

1 3 

Sum 

332.0 

2 

5.2% 

1 

Average 

4.3 

3 

13.0% 

1 

StdDev 

1.1 

4 

11.7% 

1 

Max 

5.0 

5 

66.2% 

51 




Total 77 


14 
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1. ) Do you REALLY believe that God wants to speak to you and that you can hear him? 

2. ) Has God ever spoken to you? 

3. ) What did he say? 

4. ) God, if you could play any game with me right now, what game would it be? 

5. ) What do you want to teach me through this game? 

6. ) God, if you could have special meeting with me anywhere in the whole world (a real 

place or a pretend place), where would it be? 

7. ) God, what do you want to say to me here in this place? 

God’s voice - God’s voice is always speaking the truth 

Satan’s voice - this voice is always lying to us and trying to trick, scare, confuse, or 

anger us 

Our voice - Our voice expresses our own desires, comforts, and needs 


Some things to remember... 

• “Trust that if you ask God to talk to you, He will do it.” 

• Don’t be afraid to ask God questions like: “What do you mean God?” “Can you tell me 
more?” 

1 . 

• “If you hear something that contradicts the Bible or the nature of God, you must throw it 
out. Don’t even listen to it!” 

2 . 

• “You must have faith and believe that God is speaking to you even if it sounds silly or 
doesn’t make any sense.” 

• “After you have prayed and asked God to speak to you and something pops into your 
mind, you are not allowed to think you made it up! You must trust that God is speaking 
to you!” 

• “Write down and date what you’re hearing so that you can refer to it and remember it 
exactly as it came.” 
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Take some time and write God a letter. Tell Him everything you want to say...pour 
out everything that is on your heart to Him. 


Dear God, 
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Now, ask God what He wants to say to you. As you feel God saying something, write 
down what He says. 


Dear Child, 
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One of the most important reasons we need to hear God’s voice for is friendship. 
How do you spend time with your friends? 

If someone new moved in beside you, how would you get to know that person? 

We can do the same thing with God. 

Take some time to pray and write down what you hear. Remember if something God says 
doesn’t make sense, always ask more questions. 


Pray: Jesus, I want to hang out with you; I want to get to know you really 
well. Would you come and open up my ears to hear your voice? Teach me 
all about what you like and who you are, so we can be really great friends. I 

love you Jesus! Amen. 


God, would you give me a memory of something I did that made you proud? 


Why does that make you proud? 


God, would you give me a memory of something I did that made you laugh? 


Why did it make you laugh? 
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Spend time praying and asking Jesus the following questions. 
Write down (or draw) what God shows you. 

God, if you were to open up our front door and walk right into our house right now, what 
would you do here? 


What would you say to us? 


God, what are you trying to teach us as a family? 


God, what are you trying to teach me personally? 
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Father God, You are good, and You promised that if I 
would call out to You, You would answer me. Lord, 
right now, I come to You and say that I want You to 
speak to me; I want to hear your voice. I choose to 
silence all of my own thoughts right now. I declare 
that this is a safe place, and I refuse all the lies of the 
enemy in Jesus name. I choose to only hear Your 
voice, Father. Would you come and speak into my 
heart right now? Thank you, Lord. I wait o you in 

Jesus name, Amen! 


Sit quietly for a few moments and wait on God. As soon as something pops into your 
mind, even if does not make sense, write it down. 


Remember: You must have FAITH! 



Hearing God for Direction 
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The great news for us is that our BFF Jesus knows everything about everything! Instead 
of spending hours worrying about what we should do, all we have to do is go to God and 
ask Him and He will give us good advice. God’s ways are not like our ways and 
sometimes God asks us to do odd things that may not make much sense, but if we trust 
and obey, it will be worth it. God is faithful to give us direction for our own life. 

Scriptures to Remember: 

• Psalm 119:105 - Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

• Isaiah 30:21 - Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice 
behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it.’ 

• Jeremiah 29:11 - For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

Pray: 

God, thank you that you have such great plans for my life. Lord, let your words shine like 
a big light onto my path so that I always know where you want me to go and what you 
want me to do. I quiet my heart so that I can hear you, Lord. Please come now and speak 
to me... 

God, what are some of the good plans that you have for my life? 


God, is there something you would l ik e me to start doing? How come? 


God, is there something you would l ik e me to stop doing? How come? 
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During the week, ask God the following questions, then pray about it, write about it, and 
act on it. 

How can I be more of a blessing to my family? (Parents, Grandparents, brothers, 
sisters...) 


Next time I play with my friends, is there something you would like me to do or say? 


How can I be a better friend? 


Is there a special assignment or project you would like me to take on? 


How would you l ik e me to do that? 


God, is there anything you would like me to say or do to somebody? 
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Who do you need to pray for? 


What does this person need to hear from you? 


Is there something I need to do for this person? 
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Was praying for people as bad or hard as you originally thought? 


What were some of the things people asked you to pray for? 


Is there anything you didn’t pray that you had on your heart? 


What were the reasons for not sharing? 


Do you feel better about praying for people this week? 


What were some of the things that people asked you to pray for last week? 
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What is one thing you have learned through this class? 


Are you more comfortable praying for people now? 


On a scale of one to ten, (one being never again, ten being definitely) how likely are you 
to pray for someone in the future? 
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